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I^EIPOK^T. 


HEADQUAKTEKS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  31,  1868. 

Brevet    Major    General    John    A.  Razclins,    Chief  of   Staffs   Washing- 
ton, I),  a 

General: — I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  informcation  of  the  Gene- 
ral-in-Chief, a  brief  abstract  of  the  operations  under  my  command, 
whilst  in  charge  of  the  late  Third  Military  District,  and  subsequently 
in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  South. 

War  Department,  General  Orders,  JS"o.  104,  of  date  December  28, 
1867,  assigned  me  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Military  District,  and 
on  the  6th  of  January,  1868,  I  assumed  the  command  with  the  Head- 
quarters in  this  city. 

The  Third  Military  District  at  that  time,  consisted  of  the  States  of 
Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida.  The  condition  of  affairs  was  simply 
as  follows:  In  the  State  of  Georgia,  a  Convention  elected  under  the 
Eeconstruction  Laws,  was  in  session  in  Atlanta,  but  hampered  and 
embarrassed  for  want  of  funds. 

In  Alabama,  a  Convention  had  met,  framed  a  Constitution,  nomin- 
ated a  ticket  for  State  oiJicers,  and  adjourned. 

In  Florida  an  election  had  been  held  for  members  of  a  Convention, 
but  the  body  did  not  meet,  under  the  orders  of  my  predecessor,  till  the 
20th  of  January. 

It  is  impossible  in  a  report  of  this  kind  to  give  all  the  various  ques- 
tions and  their  details,  which  arose  and  were  adjusted  by  my  action  ; 
but  as  hy  the  provisions  of  the  Keconstruction  Laws,  from  whence 
my  authority  emanated,  the  power  of  disapproving  my  acts  was  vested 
in  the  GencraMn-Chief  of  the  Army,  I  from  the  first,  before  taking 
action  in  any  important  matter,  laid  before  that  officer  my  views  and 
proposed  course.  I  have  therefore  deemed  it  best  to  append  to  this 
report,  as  part  of  it,  a  full  file  of  the  telegrams  between  the  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army  and  m^'self ;  and  it  is  with  great  pride  and  sat- 
isfaction I  refer  to  the  same,  as  they  will  show  that  it  was  rarely  thai 
the  General-in-Chief  was  called  on  to  overrule  my  judgment. 

I  shall  confine  myself  in  this  report  to  the  briefest  allusion  to  the 
special  points  to  which  I  wish  to  invite  particular  attention. 

One  of  the  first  questions  that  presented  itself  to  my  action,  was  the 
financial  difficulty  in  the  Georgia  Convention.     I  found  my  predeces- 
sor had  endorsed  the  requisition  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention 
and  directed  its  payment  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  Treasurer 


had  refased  payment,  on  the  ground  that  monoy  could  only  bo  paid 
out  of  the  State  Treasury  on  warrants  drawn  by  the  Governor.  Find- 
ing this  to  be  the  state  of  the  case,  I  appealed  to  His  Excellency,  Charles 
J.  Jenkins,  and  requested,  in  view  of  the  necessities  of  the  Convention, 
of  the  law  of  Congress  authorizing  this  Convention,  and  the  ordinan- 
ces levying  a  tax  for  the  payment  of  its  expenses,  that  he  would  draw 
the  necessary  warrant  for  the  sum  required  for  their  immediate  and 
pressing  expenses.  The  Governor  in  reply  decliui-d  to  draw  any  war- 
rant except  under  appropriation  by  Law,  and  informed  me  very  dis- 
tinctly, that  he  did  not  acknowledge,  and  would  not  be  bound  by  the 
EeconstructioR  Acts  of  Congress,  which,  in  his  judgment  were  uncon- 
stitutional, null  and  void.  On  receipt  of  this  communication  there 
was  no  alternative  but  the  removal  of  Governor  Jenkins,  which  was 
accordingly  done,  and  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Thomas  H.  Ruger 
assigned  to  duty  in  his  place.  Subsequently  I  vv^as  compelled  to 
remove  the  State  Treasurer  and  Comptroller,  assigning  to  these  posi- 
tions Captains  Rockwell  and  Wheaton  of  the  Army.  I  considered  it 
judicious  policy  to  avail  myself  of  the  authority  granted  in  the  Re- 
construction Laws,  to  detail  otScers  of  the  army  to  perform  these  du- 
ties, as  in  this  way  I  gave  evidence  to  the  people  of  the  State  and  of 
the  country,  that  my  only  object  in  making  the  removals,  was  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  Law,  and  that  the  same  was  free  from  any  personal  or 
political  bias.  It  affords  me  gratification  to  say  that  I  believe  the  ef- 
fect of  these  changes  was  most  beneficial,  and  that  the  administration 
of  General  Ruger  and  his  associates,  who  continued  in  office  'till  the 
State  was  admitted  to  representation,  was  in  every  way  creditable  to 
them  and  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  all  parties  in  the  State. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  at  my  post  I  received  numerous  communica- 
tions from  respectable  citizens,  complaining  of  the  efiTect  of  the  pass- 
age, by  the  Conventions  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  of  acts  known  as 
Relief  Laws,  which  were  intended  as  stay  laws,  to  afford  relief  to 
debtors  from  the  immediate  pressure  of  their  creditors.  It  was  urged 
that  the  acts  of  these  Conventions,  not  being  binding  nor  having  the 
effect  of  law  till  ratified  by  a  vote  of  the  people,  and  it  re- 
quiring time  before  this  vote  could  be  taken,  that  in  view  of  the 
probable  acceptance  by  the  people  of  these  acts,  creditors  were  hurry- 
ing their  action  and  pressing  their  debtors,  thus  making  these  measures 
really  acts  of  oppression,  and  I  was  called  on  to  interpose  my  authori- 
ty, and  give  to  these  acts  the  force  of  law  until  the  people  could  vote 
on  them.  Although  personally  opposed  in  principle  to  any  laws  in- 
terfering with  the  rights  of  creditors,  there  was  nevertheless  so  much 
force  in  the  reasoning  advanced,  and  the  demand  frorn  all  classes  was 
so  imperative,  that  after  consultation  and  approval  of  the  General-in- 


Cliief,  orders  were  issued  making  said  acts  laws,  until  reversed  or  coii- 
firmed  by  the  vote  of  the  people. 

Immediately  on  taking  command  I  was  upplied  to  from  all  parts  of 
the  several  States  comprising  the  District,  for  the  removal  of  incum- 
bents  in  office  and  the  suhstitution  therein  of  individuals  nominated. 
These  applications  vs-cre  based  on  various  grounds,  some  purely  per- 
sonal or  political,  others  on  the  necessity  of  a  change  in  order  to  carry 
reconstruction,  and  sometimes  on  the  ground  of  neglect  of  duty,  or 
malfeasance  in  office.  As  it  was  impossible  for  me,  in  my  ignorance 
of  men,  to  form  any  judgment  on  the  con\plaints  preferred,  or  on  the 
fitness  and  capacity  of  those  seeking  office,  I  determined  to  abstain 
from  making  any  changes  except  where  there  was  proved  neglect  of 
duty,  malfeasance-in  office,  open  refusal  to  obey  the  Reconstruction 
Laws,  or  attempts  to  obstruct  their  execution.  In  all  cases  I  required 
written  charges  and  evidence  to  be  produced,  and  when  these  charges 
alFected,  as  tliey  did  in  many  instances,  whole  municipal  bodies,  I  di- 
rected investigation  by  boards  of  officers,  and  in  all  cases  gave  those 
accused,  a  full  hearing  and  every  opportunity  to  defend  themselves. 
A  firm  adherence  to  this  rule,  and  the  reports  of  several  boards  non- 
concurring  in  the  charges  presented,  relieved  me,  after  a  while,  from 
the  great  pressure  brought  to  bear  and  during  the  whole  course  of  my 
administration  there  was  not  a  removal  made  that  the  archives  of  the 
District  will  not  show  was  made  for  some  cause  alleged,  and  after  in- 
vestigation. There  v/ere  necessarily  many  appointments  made  to  fill 
vacancies  causi'd  by  deaths,  resignations  and  removals  of  incumbents 
from  the  Counties  or  States  they  v/ere  living  in.  Another  difficulty 
which  operated  to  compel  me  to  adopt  the  course  above  reported,  was 
the  fact  that  by  the  Keconstruction  laws  no  person  could  be  appointed 
to  office  without  taking  the  oath  prescribed,  which  was  of  such  a 
character  that  it  limited  to  a  very  small  number  the  persons  able  to 
hold  office.  So  great  was  this  difficulty,  that  when  I  saw  a  bill  in  Con- 
gress requiring  the  vacation  of  all  offices  by  those  not  able  to  take 
the  test  oath,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  telegraph  the  General-in-Chief  that 
if  this  became  a  law,  it  would  be  impossible  to  fill  the  offices,  as  there 
were  not  enough  such  persons  in  either  of  the  States  to  fill  half  the  civil 
ofiaces  in  these  States,  and  I  urgently  recommended  authority  be 
granted  me  to  appoint  to  office  registered  voters.  The  bill  did  not 
become  a  law,  and  no  change  was  made  in  my  policy. 

As  previously  stated  the  Convention  in  Alabama,  had  under  my 
predecessor,  assembled  and  framed  a  Constitution  which  was  to  be 
submitted  to  the  people.  The  Convention  had  fixed  the  4th  day  of 
February  on  which  to  hold  the  election,  and  my  predecessor  directed 
in  orders,  the  election  to  continue  for  two  days,  with  as  many  precincts 
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as  the  managers  might  deem  advisable.  On  representation  to  me  that 
two  daj's  was  insufficient  to  enable  all  the  votes  to  be  received,  an  ex- 
tension by  my  authority  was  made  of  the  time  to  four  days,  but  the 
precincts  limited  in  each  county  to  three.  The  election  was  held  at 
the  time  specified,  but  owing  to  a  violent  storm  occurring  the  first  two 
days,  the  time  was  further  extended  one  day,  making  five  in  all.  A 
special  report  having  been  made  on  the  subject  of  this  election,  I 
deem  it  only  necessary  to  say  here,  that  from  all  the  evidence  1  could 
procure,  (and  I  caused  the  most  thorough  investigation  tobemade),  the 
Constitution  was  fairly  rejected  by  the  people,  under  the  law  requi- 
ring a  majority  of  the  registered  voters  to  cast  their  ballots  for  or 
against,  and  that  this  rejection  was  based  on  the  merits  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself,  which  was  obnoxious  to  a  large  body  of  the  friends  of 
reconstruction,  proved  so  by  the  fact,  that  out  of  nineteen  thousand 
(19,000)  white  voters  for  the  Convention,  there  were  only  five  thou- 
sand (5,000)  for  the  Constitution,  and  partially  from  the  fact  that  the 
Constitutional  Convention  had  made  nominations  to  all  the  State  offi- 
cers, which  ticket  was  not  acceptable  in  all  respects  to  the  party  fa- 
voring reconstruction.  It  will  be  seen  by  an  inspection  of  the  tele- 
grams accompanying  this  report,  that  I  had  advised  against  an  election 
for  State  officers  at  the  same  time  the  Constitution  was  being  voted 
on ,  believing  that  the  same  was  not  only  not  required  by  the  Reconstruc- 
tion Laws,  but  that  there  were  objections  arising  out  of  personal  and 
partisan  feelings  that  would  or  might  affect  the  vote  on  the  Constitu- 
tion. After  the  rejection  of  the  Constitution,  I  was  in  favor  of  its 
being  revised  by  re-assembling  the  Convention,  and  so  officially  re- 
ported. Congress,  however,  admitted  the  State,  and  the  Legislature 
convened  under  the  Constitution,  has  in  some  measure,  modified  its 
most  obnoxious  features.  Upon  the  subject  of  this  election  in  Ala- 
bama, I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  special  report  and  to  the  telegraphic 
correspondence  hereto  annexed. 

The  election  for  members  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  Flo- 
rida having  been  held  under  the  direction  of  my  predecessor,  he  had 
advised  the  assembling  of  the  same  on  the  20th  of  January,  1808. 
Prior  to  the  assembling  of  the  Convention,  I  had  referred  to  me  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  a  memorial,  sent  to  him  by  the 
Provisional  Governor  of  the  State,  and  signed  very  unanimously  by 
prominent  citizens,  in  which  the  gravest  charges  were  brought  against 
the  managers  of  the  election,  involving  frauds  of  all  kinds,  and  even 
charging  the  registration  of  the  State,  and  the  districting  of  the  same 
as  having  been  fraudulently  executed,  the  memorialists  urging  me  to 
interpose  my  authority,  suspend  the  meeting  of  the  Convention,  and 
proceed  to  investigate  the  charges  which  they  pledged   themselves  to 


prove.  Upon  examination  of  the  law  I  could  find  no  remedy  short 
of  Congressional  action,  even  should  their  grave  charges  be  proved. 
I  therefore  made  no  change  in  the  period  fixed  for  the  assembling  of 
the  Convention,  but  ordered  a  Board  of  Ofiicers  to  investigate  the 
charges,  notifying  the  memorialists  of  my  action,  and  pledging  my- 
self to  place  before  Congress  all  the  testimony  they  might  put  before 
the  Board.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  that  when  it  was  found  the 
Convention  was  allowed  to  meet  and  do  its  work,  the  Board  had  little 
to  do  ;  and  after  remaining  in  session  for  some  weeks,  and  calling 
without  avail  on  ihe  signers  of  the  memorial  for  their  evidence,  the 
Board  closed  its  session  without  having  any  charge  proved  of  all 
those  made.  The  Convention  met,  but  soon  after  meeting,  there  arose 
dissensions  and  bickerings,  resulting  in  the  secession  of  a  large  part  of 
the  Convention,  and  the  claim  of  both  parties  to  be  regarded  as  the 
legitimate  Convention.  For  some  time  I  allowed  these  dissensions  to 
proceed,  not  seeing  clearly  how  I  could  act  until  I  had  found  that  the  Con- 
vention which  had  originally  assembled,  and  which  I  had  recognized 
as  the  legitimate  body,  had,  by  the  secession  of  its  members,  been  re- 
duced below  a  legal  quorum.  When  this  arrived,  I  required  this  bodv 
either  to  bring  in  suificient  members  to  give  them  a  legal  quorum,  or, 
failing  in  that,  to  accept  certain  terms  of  compromise,  which,  after  re- 
flection, I  deemed  just  to  both  parties;  or  if  this  failed,  I  intimated  I 
should  assume  the  authority  and  proceed,  in  view  of  the  impossibility 
of  harmonizing  the  ditlculties,  to  adjourn  both  Conventions,  and -re- 
fer the  points  in  dispute  to  Congress  for  such  action  as  n  might  deem 
proper  to  take.  The  compromise  proposition  having  been  accepted, 
the  two  parts  of  the  Convention  assembled,  re-organized  and  pro- 
ceeded to  frame  a  Constitution,  which  was  subsequently  ratified  by  the 
people  and  adopted  by  Congress. 

The  Convention  in  Georgia,  after  being  in  session  several  months, 
finally,  in  March,  adopted  a  Constitution,  which,  together  with  a  State 
ticket,  was  submitted  to  the  people  in  April,  and  ratified  by  a  very 
handsome  majority  of  the  registered  vote;  all  parties  taking  part  in 
the  election.  This  Constitution  with  some  modifications  was  adopted 
by  Congress  ;  and  the  Legislature,  which  convened  in  July,  makino- 
these  modifications  and  otherwise  complying  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Keconstruction  Laws,  the  State,  together  with  Alabama  and  Flo- 
rida, were,  by  Act  of  Congress,  form.ally  admitted  to  representation. 

There  is  one  point  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, to  which  I  feel  called  upon  to  make  special  allusion.  When  the 
Legislature  was  convened  by  the  Provisional  Governor  and  Governor 
elect,  the  question  arose  whether  as  Military  Commander,  I  was  called 
on  to  enquire  into  the  eligibility  of  the  members,  either  under  the 
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ITnited  States  laws,  or  the  Constitution  of  Georgia.  The  ConventioTJ 
of  Georgia  had  in  its  ordinance  calling  an  election,  directed  that  all 
returns  should  be  sent  to  the  Military  Commander  of  the  District,  who 
was  requested  to  issue  the  necessary  certiticates  of  election.  In  car- 
rying out  this  request  of  the  Convention,  I  deemed  my  duty  simply 
required  that  I  should  give  the  member  having  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  the  ordinary  certificate  of  election,  and  that  it  would  be  for 
each  House  to  decide  on  the  eligibility  of  these  members,  whose  seats 
were  on  any  grounds  contested.  Whilst  I  admitted  as  District  Com- 
mander, executing  the  law,  I  was  to  see  that  no  one  ineligible  to  of- 
fice under  the  Fourteenth  Article  Constitutional  Amendment  should 
be  allowed  to  take  ofiice,  I  did  not  see  that  in  the  case  of  a  jtarlia- 
mcntary  body,  I  was  called  on  to  decide  on  the  qualifications  of  the 
members.  In  this  view,  I  was  sustained  by  a  telegram  sent  to  me  for 
my  information  from  the  War  Department,  which  had  been  sent  to 
the  Governor  of  Louisiana  and  the  Military  Commander  of  the  Fifth 
District,  and  M'hich  I  quote  : 

"  Washington,  June  30,  1808. 
"  To  Gooernor  Warviouth,  jVeio  Orleans: 

"  We  think  that  persons  disqualified  under  the  Fourteenth  Article 
of  the  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  not 
eligible  to  yoar  Legislature.  This  is  to  be  determined  by  the  respec- 
tive Houses,  but  no  oath  can  be  imposed  except  the  oath  prescribed  by 
the  State  Constitution. 

(Signed)         ''JAS.   WILSON, 

''  Chairman  Judiciary  Cominittee. 

(Signed)         "GEO.  F.  BOUTVVELL, 

(Signed)         "J.F.  FAKNSWOKTH, 

(Signed)         "H.  E.  PAI.\E, 

'^  Recon  sir  action  Committee.^' 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  telegram  that  the  distinguished  gentle- 
men whose  names  were  attached,  were  of  the  opinion,  First,  that  no 
one  ineligible  to  ofiice  under  the  Fourteenth  Article  could  take  a  seat 
in  the  Legislature  ;  Second,  that  the  respective  Houses  were  to  judge  of 
the  question;  ^Ihird^  that  no  oath  testing  this  eligibility  could  or  should 
be  prescribed  in  advance  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  These 
views  being  in  accordance  with  my  own,  I  acted  on  them,  and  was 
present  at  the  organization  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Georgia  Legisla- 
ture ;  to  the  members  declared  in  my  order  as  having  the  highest 
number  of  votes,  there  being  administered  only  the  oath  prescribed  by 
the  State  Constitution.  After  these  Houses  were  organized,  the  Pro- 
visional Governor  inforn)ing  me  oflacially  of  their  organization,  but 
that  as  far  as  he  could  learn,  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  test  the  ques- 
tion of  the  eligibility  of  members  under  the  Fourteenth  Article,  I 
replied  to  the  Governor  that  until  the  State  was  admitted  to  represen- 


tation,  the  Legislature  and  all  the  officers  were  only  provisional,  and 
subject  to  the  paramount  authority  of  the  District  Commander,  and 
that  in  the  exercise  of  this  power  I  should  consider  all  acts  of  the 
Legislature  null  and  void,  until  satisfactory  evidence  was  presented  to 
me  that  each  House  had  purged  itself  of  ineligible  members  under  the 
Fourteenth  Article,  provided  there  were  any  such  in  either  House  ; 
and  I  desired  the  Provisional  Governor  to  communicate  these  views 
to  each  House.  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  each  House  at  once  or- 
dered an  investigating  committee  and  enquired  into  the  qualification 
of  each  member,  and  duly  reported  this  fact  through  the  Provisional 
Governor,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  neither  House  had  found  any 
member  ineligible. 

The  Provisional  Governor,  in  transmitting  these  communications, 
expressed  the  opinion,  founded  on  evidence  presented  to  him,  that  seve- 
ral members  in  both  Houses  were  ineligible,  and  called  on  me  to  exer- 
cise my  power,  and  require  said  members  to  vacate  their  seats.  On 
reflecting  upon  this  subject,  I  could  not  see  how  I  was  to  take  the  in- 
dividual judgment  of  the  Provisional  Governor  in  the  face  of  a  solemn 
act  of  a  parliamentary  body,  especially  as,  from  the  testimony  pre- 
sented, I  did  not,  in  several  cases,  agree  with  the  judgment  of  the 
Provisional  Governor.  The  question  was  simply  whether,  in  the 
construction  of  a  law  and  in  considering  the  facts  of  individual  cases, 
I  should  make  myself  the  judge,  or  take  the  opinion  of  the  Provisional 
Governor,  in  the  face  of  the  official  information  that  a  parliamentary 
body  had  gravely  and  formally,  through  a  committee,  examined,  re- 
ported and  acted  on  these  cases.  My  judgment  was  decidedly  that  I 
had  fulfilled  my  duty  in  compelling  the  Houses  to  take  the  action 
they  had,  and  that  having  thus  acted,  I  had  neither  authority,  nor 
was  it  politic  or  expedient,  to  overrule  their  action,  and  set  up  my  in- 
dividual judgment  in  opposition.  By  an  inspection  of  the  telegram 
sent  July  18,  and  the  reply  of  the  General-in-Chief,  July  23,  it  will 
be  seen  that  my  views  and  actions  were  approved.  I  allude  thus  in 
extenso  to  this  subject,  because  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of 
Georgia,  in  a  public  speech  recently  delivered  at  Albion,  JSTew  York, 
is  pleased  to  attribute  the  failure  of  Georgia  to  be  properly  reconstruc- 
ted, to  my  action  in  failing  to  purge  the  Legislature  of  his  political 
opponents,  he  having  advised  me,  when  he  urged  such  action,  that 
his  friends  had  been  relieved  of  their  disability  by  Congress. 

The  States  being  admitted  to  representation,  the  civil  pov/er  vested 
in  the  Military  Commander  by  the  Pveconstruction  Acts  ceased,  and 
civil  authority  resumed  its  way.  The  inauguration  of  civil  govern- 
ment was  to  me,  personally,  a  source  of  great  relief;  charged  as  I  had 
been  with  almost  unlimited  powers.  Notwithstanding  the  utmost  ef- 
2 
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fort  on  my  part  to  abstain  from  all  interference,  except  in  cases,  where 
,in  mj  judgment  there  was  no  alternative,  I  found  myself  the  subject 
of  virulent  abuse,  my  motives  impugned,  and  every  imaginable  mode 
of  attack  resorted  to,  that  malice  and  partisan  malignity  could  devise. 
Determined  from  the  first,  to  ignore  all  partisan  considerations,  and 
to  faithfully  execute  the  laws,  without  reference  to  any  personal  or 
political  considerations,  1  encountered,  as  was  to  be  expected,  the  ani- 
mosity of  both  sides,  without  having  the  benefit  of  the  sympathy-  of 
either.  I  can,  however,  with  just  pride  refer  to  my  administration, 
as  being  free  from  any  design  to  interfere  with  the  rights  or  liberties 
of  any  individual,  much  less  any  portion  of  the  people  ;  and  if  in 
some  instances,  as  in  the  prosecution  of  the  assassins  of  the  Honora- 
ble G-.  W.  Ashburn,  of  Columbus,  Georgia,  there  was,  as  I  have  freely 
admitted,  arbitrary  measures  resorted  to,  which  in  a  different  condi- 
tion of  society,  and  under  a  well  ordered  government,  might  seem  to 
deserve  reprobation,  1  feel  satisfied  the  evidence  published  in  the 
Special  Report  made  upon  this  subject,  will  fully  convince  any  candid 
and  impartial  judge,  that  my  course  was  imperatively  urged  upon  me. 
I  encountered  from  the  outset  great  embarrassment  from  the  want 
of  judgment  and  knowledge  on  the  part  of  subordinate  agents,  and 
from  the  great  desire  of  those  expecting  benefit  from  military  inter- 
vention, that  I  should  interpose  my  authority  and  set  aside  the  civil 
power.  Against  these  influences  I  opposed  a  steady  resistance.  Soon 
after  assuming  command,  I  issued  an  order  both  to  civil  and  military 
officers,  informing  the  first  they  would  not  be  interfered  with  so  long 
as  they  faithfully  executed  their  duties  ;  and  enjoining  on  the  latter 
to  abstain  from  interfering  with  the  civil  powers,  and  in  all  cases  to 
report  to  me  and  receive  my  decision  before  taking  any  action  ;  as,  on 
my  construction  of  the  law,  in  the  military  commander  and  in  him 
alone,  rested  the  authority  to  supersede  the  civil  power.  I  beg  leave 
to  call  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Acting  Judge  Advocate  of  the 
Department,  herewith  appended,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
during  the  whole  period  of  my  civil  administration,  extending  over  a 
space  of  eight  months,  there  were  tried  by  Military  Commission  in 
three  (3)  States  of  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida  only  thirty-two  (32) 
pprsons  ;  of  these  but  fifteen  (15)  were  convicted  ;  and  of  these  fifteen 
(15)  the  sentence  of  four  (4)  were  disapproved;  of  eight  (8)  others 
remitted ;  of  two  (2)  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  still  awaiting  action,  leaving  but  one  (1)  person  convicted  and  in 
confinement  for  violation  of  civil  law  and  tried  by  Military  Commis- 
sion on  the  cessation  of  military  authority.  This  simple  statement  of 
facts  I  deem  a  complete  refutation  of  the  charges  that  military  power 
was  so  despotically  and  arbitrarily  exercised. 
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As  with  regard  to  the  i'lghts  of  person-,  so  also  with  those  of  proper" 
ly.  It  was  my  study  and  effort  to  zealously  guard  the  rights  of  indi-  • 
viduals,  without  reference  to  any  consideration  hut  that  of  justice  hnd 
law  so  far  as  I  could  comprehend  it.  The  adoption  of  the  relief  laws 
in  the  several  States;  the  loose  manner  in  which  these  laws  were 
drawn  by  the  several  legislatures,  involved  an  immense  amount  of 
business  in  receiving,  examining  into  and  deciding  on  the  innumerable 
cases  which  Were  presented  ;  one  side  alwaj's  claiming  militjiry  inter- 
vention for  their  protection.  As  far  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  these 
applicants  were  always  referred  to  the  Judiciarj^,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  construe  these  laws,  and  it  was  only  in  cases  where  the  courts  could 
not  act,  or  could  not  be  referred  to,  or  in  cases  where  legislative  action 
was  necessary- — in  other  words^  cases  where  action  on  the  part  of  the 
military  commander  seemed  to  be  imperative,  that  I  would  take  any  ac- 
tion. And  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  thatsin<>.e  the  resumption  of 
civil  authority  and  the  right  of  appeal  given  to  the  dissatisfied  parties, 
I  have  had  no  call  for  any  papers  or  evidence  touching  any  of  the  few 
cases  acted  on. 

Ihe  amount  of  labor  perform-ed  in  carrying  out  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary administration  of  my  command,  independent  of  what  specially 
I'elated  to  the  Civil  Bureau,  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report, 
(from  January  1st,  to  November  1st-,  1868,)  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  accompanying  statement  of  my  Assistant  Adjutant  Geiieral, 
wherein  is  shown  that  there  were  five  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-two  (5432)  letters  received,  and  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  (1883)  letters-,  and  six  thousand  and  eighty-four  (608-4)  endorse- 
ments covering  orders,  instructions  and  decisions,  sent  from  my 
Headquarters. 

The  States  comprising  the  district  having  been  admitted  to  repre- 
sentati&n,  orders  were  issued  declaring  the  cessation  of  all  interven- 
tion on  the  part  of  military  officers  in  civil  afiTairs  ;  and  the  troops  that 
had  suffered  greatly  in  discipline  by  the  manner  in  whi-ch  they  had 
been  detached  and  scattered,  were  concentrated  on  railroad  centres^ 
from  whence,  in  the  event  of  their  services  being  required,  they  could 
be  promptly  moved.  This  movement  proved  very  distateful  to  the 
people  and  the  civil  authorities,  v\^ho,  having  accustomed  themselves 
to  rely  on  the  troops  for  maintaining  order,  were  at  first  apprehensive 
of  the  consequences  of  their  withdrawal. 

Instructions  were  recieved  from  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War  confining  the  troops  to  the  simple  preservation  of  the  peace,  and 
and  that  only,  after  the  civil  authorities  had  exhausted  all  the  means 
%n  their  power,  and  called  on  the  military  through  the  proper  chan- 
nels.    (See  instructions  coniauied  in  lettei'S  addressed   to   Brevet  Major 


12 

General  Buchanan  and  to  mijf^elf,  aj^pended.)  It  now  became  my  embar- 
rassing duty  to  decline  using,  the  forces  under  my  command,  and 
to  impress  on  all  parties,  the  altered  condition  of  affairs.  Soon 
after  announcing  the  position  of  the  military,  the  outrage  at 
Camilla,  in  Georgia,  was  committed,  where  as  I  have  sta- 
ted in  a  special  report,  the  evidence  would  seem  to  show, 
that  the  authors  of  the  outrage  were  civil  officers ;  who,  under  the 
guise  of  enforcing  the  law  and  suppressing  disorder,  had  permitted  a 
wanton  sacrifice  of  life  and  blood.  At  the  same  time  the  report 
stated  that  the  opposite  parties,— for  the  affair  was  a  political  one- 
had,  by  their  want  of  judgment,  and  their  insistance  on  abstract 
rights  in  the  face  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  law  officers,  giving  these 
officers  the  opportunity  of  acting  as  they  did.  Immediately  on  this 
outrage  being  reported,  an  officer  was  dispatched  to  the  scene,  who 
made  a  thorough  investigation  and  report.  I  found  from  the  report 
that  the  affair  lasted  but  one  day  and  that  there  was  no  occasion  to 
employ  troops  for  the  preservation  of  order  or  the  protection  of  the 
people.  Being  satisfied  that  the  matter  had  been,  and  so  far  as  the 
detection  and  punishment  of  the  criminals  was  concerned,  should  con- 
tinue to  be,  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  authorities,  I  transmitted  the 
report  of  the  investigation,  together  with  the  evidence  collected,  to 
.his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Georgia. 

Early  in  August,  by  the  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  Second  and  Third  Military  Districts  were  abolished  and  consoli- 
dated into  the  Department  of  the  South,  to  the  command  of  which,  I 
was  assigned.  This  added  to  my  command  the  States  of  North  and 
South  Carolina,  increasing  greatly  the  duties,  because  in  these  States, 
particularly  in  South  Carolina,  military  authority  had,  during  recon- 
struction, almost  entirely  superseded  the  civil. 

Soon  after  taking  command  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  I  re- 
ceived communications  from  the  Governors  of  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina urging  the  use  of  the  troops,  in  sustaining  the  Civil  Governments 
in  these  States,  and  notifying  me  of  their  possessing  satisfactory  evi- 
dence, of  armed  bodies  being  organized  for  the  purpose  of  overthrow- 
ing the  government.  I  had  previously  received  somewhat  similar 
communications  from  the  Governors  of  Georgia,  Florida  and  Ala- 
bama. The  sum  and  substance  of  these  letters  were  an  admission  that 
the  several  State  governments  were  powerless  and  unable  to  enforce 
the  laws,  without  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  Military.  I  replied 
to  these  several  applications,  that  I  could  find  nothing  in  the  existing 
laws  or  the  instructions  from  superior  authority,  which  would  justify  my 
answering  their  call ;  which  virtually  amounted  to  taking  charge  of 
the  State  governments, — employing  the  civil  officers  as  agents  of  the 
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military  5  ^^^^^  my  sole  and  exclusive  duty  was  to  preserve  tlie  peace, 
and  that  only,  after  it  was  evident  that  the  civil  power  was  unable  so 
to  do,  and  had  called  on  me  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law.  These 
applications  became  fo  numerous  and  pressing;,  that  in  view  of  the 
approaching  Presidential  ekn^tion,  on  which  day,  by  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  2,  1865,  I  deemed  I  was  authorized  to  employ 
the  military  forces  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  to  calm  the  apprehen- 
sions of  the  anxious,  and  make  known  my  views  to  the  evil  disposed, 
I  issued,  early  in  October,  an  order  distributing  the  troops  in  the  sev- 
eral States  in  the  Department,  and  gave  in  the  order,  not  only  instruc- 
tions to  the  officers  and  men,  but  deen^ed  it  my  duty  to  make  an  ap- 
peal to  the  people  of  the  several  States,  urging  calmness  and  absti- 
nence from  those  political  excitements,  tending  to  riot  and  bloodshed. 
Although,  particularly  careful  to  require  all  intervention  of  the  troops 
to  be  subordinate  to,  and  in  aid  of,  and  co-operation  with  the  civil  au- 
thorities, this  order  was  misconstrued  and  subjected  to  the  most  viru- 
lent criticism.  I  am  gratified  however,  in  being  able  to  statd  that  the 
effect  of  the  order,  and  the  movements  made  by  virtue  of  it,  were  in 
the  highest  degree  satisfactory.  At  the  same  time,  I  take  this  occa- 
sion to  call  the  attention  of  the  General-in-Chief,  and  through  him, 
those  having  the  power  to  act,  to  the  anomalous  condition  of  affairs 
existing  in  this  Department,  and  the  necessity,  if  it  be  deemed  proper 
for  the  military  to  intervene  in  civil  affairs  ;  that  more  power  be  giv- 
en to  the  Department  Commander,  than  existing  laws  confer. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  several  heads  of  the  Staff 
Departments  at  these  Headqu^^.rters  for  the  necessary  information  in 
relation  to  the  position,  condition  and  discipline  of  the  troops.  So 
soon  as  the  approaching  election  is  over,  it  is  contemplated  to  re-con- 
centrate the  troops,  and  to  require  the  strictest  attention  to  be  paid  to 
the  drill  and  discipline  of  the  several  commands. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  to  my  several  District  Commanders, 
and  to  the  officers  of  the  Staff  Departments,  and  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  several  commands,  my  thanks  for  the  prompt  and  efficient 
co-operation  I  have  ever  received  at  their  hands.  No  army,  in  pre- 
vious history,  was  ever  called  on  to  discharge  such  delicate  and  re- 
sponsible duties,  involving  powers  that,  if  abused,  might  have  led  to 
the  most  serious  consequences  -,  and  yet  the  transition  from  military 
to  civil  power  was  so  imperceptible  as  to  have  passed  unnoticed  but 
for  the  special  means,  by  way  of  proclamations,  orders,  etc.,  to  make 
it  public.  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  but  that  there  were  individual  ex- 
ceptions, and  that  in  some  cases,  bad  judgment,  political  bias,  or  per- 
sonal feelings,  may  have  influenced  the  course  of  some  individual 
officer  or  soldier — this  is  no  more  than  is  to  be  expected  from  our 
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J>atviPe — out  I  do  maintain,  that  taking  the  large  force  extending  over 
such  an  extent  of  territory,  and  vested  with  supreme  power,  that  in-- 
stead  of  the  few  instances  where^  perhaps,  criticism  might  be  appro-- 
priate,  the  wonder  Was — and  it  is  to  be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  army — ■ 
that  so  little  abuse  was  made  of  a  power  by  those  who  might  very 
readily  be  supposed  difficult  to  restrain  and  corvtrol. 

Very  respectfulfy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 
Major  General   U^  S.   Aj'my,   Commanding, 


TELEGRAMS  RECEIVED  AND  SENT. 


Atlanta,  Gkokgia,  January,  8,  18C8. 
General  (J.  S.  Grani  : 

Tlie  passage  of  ordinances  by  the  Conventions  of  Alabama  ancJ 
Georgia,  enacting  relief  laws,  are  producing  great  suffering  in  these" 
States,  by  cauaing  expedition  to  be  used  in  making  levies  in  anticipa^ 
lion  of  these  ordinances  having  the  force  of  law  advantage  is  heing: 
taken  of  the  interval  of  time  before  tb<'s^'  ordinances  are  laws  to  bring' 
levies  and  executions,  thus  causing  these  ordinances,  intended  as  a. 
measure  of  relief,  to  become,  in  reality,  the  means  of  increasing  and 
greatly  aggravating  the  burdens  of  the  people.  I  am,  therefore,  in- 
clined to  adopt  the  ordinances  as  the  act  of  the  n'lilitary  authority 
and  declare  them  to  have  force  until  the  qtaestion  is  settled  as  to  the' 
adopJTcni  or  rejection  of  the  Constitutions  enacting  then>.  I  refer  ta 
you,  because  your  telegram  of  Decerabei-  23d  is  adverse  to  enforcing' 
any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Conventions  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the' 
Constitutions,  and  to  obtain  youT  approval  of  my  proposed  action. 
Ansv/er  immediatelv. 

(Signed)        GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  Genera  L- 
A  true  copr: 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Ailjfiaiit  Genera!. 


WAR  depaetme:S't, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  10,  1868. 

Major  General  George  G.  Memle.  Cotmnandlng  Thh-d  Miliiary  District.-' 

As  District  Commander,  I  think  you  will  be  perfectly  justifiable  in 

adopting  as  your  own  order  the  Stay  Ltiws  )>roposed  in  the  Constilu-' 

^iuiis  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  of  Alabama  and  Georgia.     Thi?' 
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course  is  differetit  from  adopting,  as  law,  tlic  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tutions in  advance  of  their  ratiiication. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

GeneraU 
A  true  copy: 

R.  0.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  Gcnet^aL 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  9,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Gi^ant^  Wdshington^  D.  C.: 

I  have  had  a  conference  with  Governor  Jenkins,  and  exerted  all  my 
influence  to  induce  him  to  consider  the  appropriation  by  the  Conven- 
tion as  an  ap])ropriation  made  by  law,  and  not  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Georgia  Constitution,  and  urged  him  to  sign  the  war- 
rant required  by^the  Treasurer.  The  Governor  declined,  and  there  is 
no  alternative  but  the  exercise  of  my  power  to  obtain  control  of  the 
State  Treasury.  To  avoid  making  any  nmre  changes  than  are  required 
to  elfect  the  object,  and  also  the  dilficulty  of  finding  a  suitable  person 
and  the  questions  of  bunds,  I  propose  to  remove  only  the  Treasurer, 
and  to  assign  to  the  duty  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Ruger,  with  in- 
structions to  continue  payments  as  heretofore,  in  accordance  with  the 
existing  laws  of  the  State,  and  to  make  such  payments  to  the  Conven- 
tion as  I  shall  authorize,  checking  thus  unnecessary  expenditures.  I 
see  no  other  mode  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Convention,  and  its 
continuance  in  session  is  dependent  on  its  wants  being  immediately 
supplied.  It  is  probable  other  steps  may  have  to  be  taken  before  the 
money  can  be  secured,  as  it  is  intimated  that  an  issue  will  be  made, 
with  a  view  of  testing  the  validity  of  my  powers  Your  approval  or 
disapproval  is  asked  at  once. 

(Signed        GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General, 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.^DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


WAR   DEPARTMENT, 

WASHiNGTO>f,  D.  C,  January  10,  ISfiS. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Third  MUitary  District: 
Plan  proposed  in   your  dispatch   of   last  evening  to  remove  State 
Treasurer  of  Georgia,  is  approved. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

General, 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  11,  18G8, 
General  U.  S.  Grant,   Washington,  D.  C: 

The  Convention  of  Alabama,  ordained  that  when  the  election  for 
the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  should  be  held,  the  people  should 
vote  to  fill  all  the  ofiices  created  by  the  Constitution,  and  for  members 
of  Congress.  General  Pope,  in  his  order  authorizes  the  officers  of  the 
election  to  receive  the  votes  cast  in  conformity  with  this  ordinance. 
Governor  Fatton  and  many  influential  citizens,  advocate  strongly  the 
withdrawal  of  this  authority,  alleging  it  will  aflect  injuriously  the 
question  of  ratification,  and  the  nominees,  mostly  members  of  the 
Convention,  are  not  such  as  the  people  wculd  put  in  nomination,  if 
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they  had  a  iidr  cTiance,  General  Swayne  admits  some  of  the  objec- 
tions, but  strongly  reports  against  the  revocation,  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  be  disastrous  to  reconstruction  ;  that  it  would  require  addi- 
tional elections,  greatly  to  be  deprecated  and  that  though  not  required 
explicitly  by  the  Reconstruction  Act,  the  power  exercised  by  the  Con- 
vention IS  implied  in  these  Acts.  My  own  judgment,  v/ould  be  against 
authorizing  this  election,  were  the  question  submitted  a6  mi/io.  A& 
the  order  has  been  issned,  there  are  reasons  against  any  change  provi- 
ded the  order  is  legitimate.  The  ordinance  contemplates  the  whole 
of  the  State  machinery  going  into  etfect,  so  soon  as  the  Constitution 
is  ratified  ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  oflScers  elected,  can  take  office  with- 
out my  autliority,  until  the  Constitution  under  which  they  are  elected 
receives  the  approval  of  Congress.  But,  there  will  undoubtedly  be 
great  pressure  brought  to  bear,  to  obtain  my  authority  ;  and  recent 
action  in  Congress,  w<)uld  seem  to  indicate  a  desire  to  place  the  State 
Governments  in  the  hands  of  the  Conventions.  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  your  views,  and  as  the  urgency  is  immediate,  1  ask  for  them  by- 
telegraph. 

GEOKGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General, 
A  true  copy  : 

R,   C.    DRUM,  Assisiani  Adjutant  Gaiei-al. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

vVashtngton,  D.  C,  January  13,  1868. 
Major  Oeneral  Meade,  Coynmayiding  Third  Military  District : 

You  will  j)erceive  by  the  Reconstruction  Acts  that  Conventions  are 
to  frame  constitutions  and  civil  governments  for  their  respective 
States,  which  already  implies  authority  to  order  the  election  of  officers 
thereunder,  and  in  fixing  the  day  of  election,  Alabama  has  only  fol- 
lowed an  established  precedent. 

The  Governments  elected  cannot  assume  authority  except  under 
orders  from  the  District  Commander,  or  afteraction  of  Congress  upon 
their  Constitutions. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

Gerieral. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.   C.   DRUM,  Assistmit  Adjutant  General. 

AVAR    DEPARTMENT, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  18,  1868. 
Major  General  George  O.  Meade,  Commanding  Third  Military  District  : 
I  would  not  advise  interference  with  elections  ordered  by  the  State 
Constitutions,  unless  very  satisfactory  reasons  exist  for  doing  so. 

(Signed)         U.    S.  GRANT, 

General. 

A  true  copv  : 

R.   C.  *^DRUM,  xissisiayit  Adjutant  General. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  12,  1868. 
General   U.  S.   Grant,    Washingtni,  D.  C.: 
General  Swayne,  upon  furthi^r  reflection,  and  fuller  information  as 
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to  tlie  character  of  the  nominees,  withdraws  the  ohjections,  reported 
in  my  dispatch  of  yesterday,  to  the  postponement  of  the  election  of 
State' officers  in  Ahibama  on  the  4thof  Fchruarv  proximo. 

GEORGE  G.   MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  AFislstard  Adjutant  General 


WAST]I^-GTo^^  D.  <^.,  January  15,  IS^iS. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Cormnanding  Thu-d  Military  District  : 
Tele'^ram  to  Gc-neral  Gi'aiit  reciMvi-d.     He  replies,  act  according  to 
vour  own  judgment  about  postpoiiing  Conventions. 

(Sin-ii,.d)         ADAM   BADEAU, 
Brcrci  Jh-igadi.er  General  ami  A.  D.  C. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  Gcjieral. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRTCT, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  12,  1868. 
General  U,   S-.    Grant : 

Unloss  the  pending  bill  in  Congress,  directing  military  command-^rs 
to  fill  all  the  oihces  in  the  Stat"s  under  their  conirminds  rescinds  the 
test  oath  and  provides  for  selection  from  qnnliiied  voters,  I  am  in- 
formed its  execution  in  this  District  will  b"  ontii-eh'  impi-acticable. 

GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.   C.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

xVtlaxta,  Gkohgia,  Januar}"  15,  18G8. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,   Washhigton,  D.  C. : 

The  Governor  of  Florida  has  laid  before  me,  and  endorsed  the  same, 
a  potition  numerously  signed,  asking  that  the  order  of  General  Pope 
calling  together  the  Constitutional  Convention  on.  the  20th  inst.,  be 
suspended  for  a  period  sufficiently  long  to  enable  me  to  decide  on  the 
questions  raised  by  them  invalidating  the  election  of  the  members. 
The  points  raised,  are  the  ^  iolation  of  the  Reconstruction  Laws  by 
General  Pope.  First,  in  the  manner  of  districting  the  State.  Second- 
ly, in  the  registration  thereof.  Thirdly,  in  the  conduct  of  the  election. 
There  is  not  time  for  rae  to  deliberately  examine  these  ^wints,  but 
there  \9:  prima  facie  evidence  justifying  me  in  the  belief  that  perhaps, 
according  to  my  judgment,  the  R(>construction  Laws  have  not  betn 
strictly  adhered  to,  or  at  least  there  are  grave  questions  raised. 
Under  this  view,  I  am  disposed  to  postpone  the  meeting  of  the  Con- 
vention for  thirty  days;  but  in  this,  as  in  all  cases,  refrain  from  act- 
ing nntil  advised  that  you  do  not  disapprove  my  proposed  action. 
Please  reply  immediately. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 


Major  Gener9?.r. 


A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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HEADQUAKTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Georgia  January  16,  1868. 
General    U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,   Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Has  a  District  Commander  any  authority,  under  the  h\w,  to  correct 
infractions  of  the  hi w  ?  Has  he  any  power,  supposing  he  is  satisfied 
that  an  election  had  not  been  properly  conducted,  or  tiiat  great  frauds 
existed,  to  set  the  election  aside,  and  order  another  ?  My  own  opinion 
is,  that  he  has  not,  and  that  the  only  appeal  in  cases  of  improper  dis- 
tricting, or  fraudulent  election,  is  to  be  found  in  Congress  when  the 
Constitutions  are  acted  upon.  Answers  to  these  questions  are  impor- 
tant because  if  I  cannot  correct  the  evils  charged  in  the  case  of  Flo- 
rida, there  is  no  occasion  to  postpone  the  meeting  of  the  Convention. 

GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  17,  1868. 
Major   General    George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Third  Military  Dis- 
tinct: 

Congress  unquestionably  can  determine  upon  the  question  presented 
by  the  Governor  of  Florida,  whatever  may  be  the  authority  of  Dis- 
trict Commanders  over  such  cases. 

Major  General  Pope  having  practically  settled  the  matter  com- 
plained of,  by  his  action,  before  you  assumed  command  of  the  Third 
District,  it  is  deemed  judicious,  not  to  interfere  with  meeting  of  the 
Convention  at  the  time  ordered  by  him  ;  but  leave  the  whole  matter 
to  Congress,  on  its  final  action. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
A  true  copy : 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS   THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  January,  18,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,   Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General:  The  State  Treasurer  and  Comptroller  General  of  this 
State,  have  not  only  removed  beyond  my  jurisdiction  all  the  funds  in 
their  charge,  but  all  the  books  and  records  of  their  oflSces,  hoping  by 
these  means  to  force  a  resort  to  civil  process.  As  these  acts  are  not 
only  in  violation  of  the  statutes  of  Georgia,  but  clear  cases  of  contempt 
of  the  power  and  authority  of  the  United  States,  I  have  ordered  the 
arrest,  and  if  necessary,  confinement  of  these  derelict  officers,  and 
their  trial  by  Military  Commission  for  malfeasance  in  office  and  con- 
tempt of  authority. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.   MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  18,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commandiyig  Third  Military  Dis- 
trict : 
Tell  me  whether  you  think  the  election  for  civil  officers  in  Alabama, 
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sliould  take  place  as  now  ordered,  or  not.    ^t  looks  to  me,  "better  tliat 
it  should  ;  but,  being  present,  you  can  tell  better  than  I  can. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

Generals 
A  true  copy : 

E.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  Ge7ieral. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  1^,  1868. 
General   V.   S.    Grant,,   Washington,  D.  C: 

I  have  nothing  to  add  my  telegrams  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth 
instants  in  relation  to  postponement  of  Alabama  election.  My  own 
judgment  was  in  favor  of  rescinding  General  Pope's  order  authorizing 
it,  but  your  dispatches  of  the  thirteenth  instant  were  so  conclusive, 
and  the  delicacy  I  have  in  regard  to  General  Pope's  orders,  caused 
me  to  notify  Governor  Patton  that  I  should  take  no  action.  It  is  now, 
in  my  judgment,  as  tiie  election  is  so  near,  too  late  to  make  any 
change. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy: 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Acljutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  19,  18G8. 
General  U.  S.  Gra7it,  Washington,  D.  C.  .* 

The  conduct  of  the  officials  of  Georgia,  embarrass  me  in  procuring 
funds  for  immediate  purposes.  I  am  informed  the  Georgia  State 
Road,  under  instructions  from  the  Governor,  and  doubtless,  in  antici- 
pation of  existing  condition  of  affairs,  has  recently,  without  regard  to 
the  wants  of  the  State  Treasury,  paid  large  sums  to  the  Quartermaster 
General,  on  account  of  its  indebtedness  to  the  Government.  It  has 
occurred  to  me,  that  if  this  money  has  not  yet  reverted  to  the  Treas- 
ury, and  is  under  the  control  of  the  War  Department,  that  a  tempo- 
rary return  of  a  portion  of  it  might  be  made  to  the  Treasurer  of 
Georgia  or  myself,  for  immediate  wants;  and  when  the  present  diffi- 
culties are  overcome,  and  the  revenue  of  the  State  derived  from  the 
regular  sources,  this  loan  could  be  returned.  If  this  is  practicable,  I 
would  most  urgently  recommend  it,  as  if  I  can  only  get  moneyj  the 
officials  are  flanked.  I  am  further  advised  by  the  Superintendent  of 
the  State  road,  who  is  faithfully  co-operating  with  me,  that  if  the 
auditing  and  settlement  of  his  accounts  could  be  transferred  from 
Colonel  Dana,  at  Washington,  to  an  officer  here — eith(^r  General  Sax- 
ton  or  Captain  Farnsworth,  that  the  settlement  Would  be  greatly  ex- 
pedited, and  the  levenue  derived  from  the  road,  placed  in  the  State 
Treasury  in  a  much  shorter  time.  This  is  very  desirable,  and  I  would 
Urge  said  transfer  be  authorized. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjidayii  Gmei'dU 
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HEADQUAETEFuS  THIKD  3IILITAKY  DISTKICT, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  23,  18G8. 
General   U.  S.  G?'ant,   WasJungton^  D.  C.  : 

The  importance  of  the  subject  and  the  very  qreat  embarrassment  I 
find  myself  in,  owing  to  the  financial  condition  of  this  State,  author- 
ize and  compel  me  to  call  your  attenton  to  my  telegram  of  the  19th 
instant,  and  to  urge  immediate  action  thereon." 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

E.  C.  DKUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  G.,  January  24,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Third  Military  District: 
_  I  have  recommended  the  adoption  of  your  suggestions  about  Geor- 
gia Eailroad  and  funds. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GEANT, 

Ge7ie7'al. 
A  true  copy : 

E.  C.  DEUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUAETEES  THIED  MILITAEY  DISTEICT, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  31 ,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,   Washington,  D    C: 

I  am  sorry  to  seem  to  be  importunate,  but  the  Convention  presses 
me  with  their  wants,  and  are  making  various  propositions  to  raise 
money  which,  in  the  event  of  any  action  being  had  on  my  telegrams 
of  the  nineteenth  instant,  I  am  reluctant  to  accede  to.  I  therefore, 
would  like  to  hear  what  probability  there  is  of  my  proposition  and 
your  recommendation  being  acted  on. 

(Signed)         GEOEGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

E.  C.   DEUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  1,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Third  Military  District: 
Eeport  of  action  on  your  dispatch  of  19th  January,  was  sent  by 
mail  several  days  ago.     There  is  scarcely  any  hope  of  anything  from 
here,  of  a  pecuniary  nature. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

General. 
A  true  copy  : 

E.   0.   DEUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUAETEES  THIED  MILITARY  DISTEICT, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  21,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Gra7it^  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

I  have  received,  through  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a  com- 
munication from  the  Governor  of  Florida,  relating  to  the  meeting  of 
the  Convention.     May  I  ask  you  to  show  to  the  President  my  tele- 
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graras  on  this  subject,  with  your  roi)lies.   I  am  advised  to-day,  by  tele- 
granh,  that  the  Convention  met  yesterdav  and  adiourned. 

(Signed)         GEOKGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

K.   C.   PKUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


AVAE  DEPARTMENT, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  25,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade.  Chtnjnamiing  ''J  hird  Military  Dist7'ici  : 
Will  it  not  be  well  to  extend  the  number  of  days  the  Polls  are  to 
be  kept  open  at  the  Alabama  election,  in  order  to  give  full  opportuni- 
ty to  all  who  register,  to  vote?  Two  days  will  hardly  be  sufficient 
time. 

It  would  be  better  to  amend  General  Pope's  order  now,  than  after 
the  election  hud  commenc€Kl, 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GEANT, 

Ge7ieral. 
A  true  copy : 

K.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

xVtlanta,  Georgia,  January  26,  1868. 
Geyieral  U.  S.  Grant^   Washington^  D.  0.  : 

After  reference  to  Commanding  Officer,  in  xllabama,  I  have  modi- 
fied General  Order  No.  101,  so  as  to  allow  four  days  for  voting,  and 
confined  the  number  of  precincts  to  not  more  than  three,  in  any  one 
county. 

(Signed)         GEORGE   G.   MEADE, 

Major  General, 
A  true  copy  : 

R.    C   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  5,  1808. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  : 

Your  application  in  relation  to  the  bill  to  be  filed  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  by  Charles  J.  Jenkins,  is  received. 
Counsel  will  be  employed  and  the  matter  attended  to. 

(Signed)         E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary/  of   War. 
A  true  copy : 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  Geyieral. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  10,  1868. 
Major  General  G.  G.  Meade: 

Tell  me  the  probable  result  of  Alabama  election. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

Ueneral. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Geoegia,  February  10,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,    Washington,  D.  C: 

I  returned  from  Alabama  yesterday.     The  election  passed  oflP  with- 
out disorder  of  any  kind.     It  is  not  practicable,  as  yet.  to  form  any 
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accurate  opinion  of  the  vote,  but  indications  would  seem  to  sliow  ths.t 
it  will  not  be  greater  than  the  vote  cast  fur  Convention,  perhaps  less, 
and  if  the  registered  vote  has  been  much  increa.-ed,  the  Constitution 
may  be  lost.  In  some  of  the  Counties,  no  polls  were  opened — cause  as 
yet'  unknown.  In  others,  neither  of  the  orders  extending  time  of  elec- 
tion were  received*  I  am  having  a  thorough  investigation  of  these 
cases,  and  wherever  I  am  satisfied  the  facilities  required  by  the  law 
have  not  been  furnished,  I  shall  re-open  the  polls,  or  have  polls 
opened  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  enable  all  who  desire  to  vote 
to  do  so, 

GEORGE  G,  MEADE, 

Majoi'  GeneraL 
A  true  copy  i 

R.   C,    DRlTM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washi.ngto.v,  D,  C,  February  12,  18G8. 
Major  General  Georrje  G.  Meade,  GommamUng  Third  Military  District, 
Atlanta,  Georgia : 
Tour  dispatch,  stating  that  you  would  investigate  causes  for  nort- 
holding  of  election,  in  pan.'?  of  Alabama,  and  non-extension  of  time 
in  others,  and  determination  to  give  time  hereafter,  is  right.  We 
have  nothing  to  do  with  defeat  or  success  of  the  Constitution  of  Ala- 
bama ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  the  "Military  to  see  that  all  who  are  enti- 
tled to,  should  have  an  opportunity  to  express  their  will  in  the  mattef 
at  the  polls. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

Gerieral. 
A  true  copy  i 

Ki  d.  DEtJlM,  Assisiayit  Adjutant  General. 


Febeuary  12,  1868. 
General  Grant,  Washington,  t).  C. : 

Out  of  forty-six  delegates  elected  to  the  Convention  of  Florida,  and 
ordered  by  General  I^ope  to  assemble  at  Tallahassee,  forty  appeared 
and  organized.  Subsequently,  dissensions  arose, — princi|)ally  on  the 
question  of  distribution  of  officers — -when  eighteen  of  the  members 
■withdrew  from  the  Convention.  The  twenty-two  left,  proceeded  to 
form  a  Constitution  and  have  notified  me  of  their  having  done  so,  and 
ask  an  order  for  an  election,  and  await  my  action  prior  to  adjourn- 
ment. Iri  the  mean  time,  the  eighteen  seceders  joined  by  three  of  the 
delegates  who  failed  to  appear  at  the  original  organization,  making 
twenty-one  elected  members,  have  organized  and  sent  a  protest  against 
the  action  of  the  original  body,  and  claim  they  have  tw  nty-four 
members  present.  Up  to  this  time,  I  have  declined  to  interfere  with 
their  dissensions  or  to  allow  the  military  power  to  intervene  in  aid  of 
one  or  the  other  party,  deferring  any  action  till  their  proceedings  re- 
quired it  on  my  part.  I  must  now  deciile  on  the  legality  of  the  acts 
of  twenty-two  who  present  a  Constitution.  If  this  party  had  a  ma- 
jority of  the  original  members  elected,  I  would  have  no  doubt  of  their 
stains,— -h\ii  tliey  have  not.  They  have  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  at  the  organization,  but  three  ave  known  to  have  sinca  joined, 
and  the  seceders  claim  that  six  have  joined  them.  In  other  words, 
are  twenty-two  members  of  a  body  to  which   forty-six  were  elected, 
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forty  or2:ani7;orl,  and    three   subsequently  appeared,  competent  to  dis- 
charoje  the  functions  assigned  by  law  to  the  Convention. 

I  should  have  gone  to  Florida  but  for  the  Ahxbama  election,  and 
shall  now  go  so  soon  as  affairs  in  Alabama  will  permit.  I  have  used 
eveiy  effort  by  recommendations  to  produce  harmony,  and  perhaps, 
unless  otherwise  advised  by  you,  shall  continue  to  refuse  any  action 
until  sufficient  number  of  the  seceders  shall  return  to  the  original 
body,  so  as  to  make  their  number  a  majority  of  the  number  elected. 
This  will  require  the  return  of  two  of  the  Senators.  Your  views  are 
asked  as  soon  as  possible. 

(Signed         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  Gentral, 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.^DRUM,  Assista7it  Adjutant  General, 


v\rASHiNGTON,  D.  C,  February  13,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Com77ia?idlng  Third  Military  District^ 
Atlanta,  Georgia: 

Has  not  the  Convention  of  Florida  expelled  some  of  the  members 
elect  as  ineligible  to  seats?  If  so,  is  not  twenty-two  members  a  quo- 
rum, and  are  not  the  expelled  members  among  the  seceders? 

(Signed)         U.    S.  GRANT, 

General, 
A  true  copy : 

R.   C.  DRXJ^I,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  13,  18G8. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Gommanding  Third  Military  District  : 

I  suggest  that  you  advise  Florida  Convention  that  their  acts  can 
not  be  recognized  unless  they  are  the  acts  of  an  undoubted  quorum  of 
the  whole  number  of  Delegates  elected.  Unless  such  a  quorum  open 
in  their  acts  in  a  reasonable  time,  I  would  refer  the  whole  matter, 
with  all  facts,  to  Congress.  It  will  be  well  for  you  to  go  to  Florida 
as  soon  as  possible. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
A  true  copy: 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General 


WAR    DEPARTMENT, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  28,  1868, 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Third  Military  District^ 
Atlanta,  Georgia: 
If  any  notice,  subpoena,  or  other  paper  is  served  on  you,  in  the 
Georgia  case,  give  no  answer  whatever,  other  than  to  refer  any  party 
or  paper  to  our  Council,  care  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Give  the 
same  notice  to  Ruger  and  Rockwell. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

GeneraL 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL 
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Atlanta,  Georgia,  February  29,  1868. 
General   XJ.  S.   Orant^    Washington,  D.  C: 

The  Florida  Convention  have  submitted  to  me  an  ordinance  relating 
to  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  and  electit)n  of  officers  under  it. 
This  ordinance  provides  that  when  the  election  is  held  under  my  or- 
ders for  ratincation,  that  the  judges,  inspectors  and  other  otficers  shall 
provide  separate  ballot  boxes,  etc.,  and  shall  receive  the  ballots  for 
Congressional,  State  and  County  officers,  of  all  persons  qualified  to 
vote  under  the  provisions  of  tl)e  Constitution,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
votes  of  persons  not  registered  under  the  Reconstruction  Laws,  are  to 
be  allowed  to  vote  for  these  officers.  Is  this  election  of  officers  under 
the  Constitution,  and  only  to  take  office  on  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, to  be  cfmsidered  as  an  election  for  otilcers  under  the  Pro- 
visional Government  reterred  to  in  section  six  of  Act  approved  ^larch 
2,  1867,  and  all  non-i-egistered  voters,  excluded  by  this  section  at  first 
election  held  under  the  new  Constitution  ?  Again,  the  ordinance 
designates  certain  days  in  May  for  holding  the  election.  Since  ad- 
journing, the  President  of  the  Convention,  on  behalf  of  a  maj(.rity  of 
its  members,  applies  to  have  the  date  of  election  advanced  to  some 
time  in  April.  Does  section  four  of  Act  approved  March  23,  1867, 
authorize  District  Commandt^r  to  fix  day  of  election,  or  change  the 
same,  after  the  Convention  has  designated  a  day  ? 

GEOPvGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy ; 

E.  c.  DPiU]M,  Assiskirzl  Adjutant  Ge-neral. 


Washington,  D,  C,  March  2,  1868. 
Ilajor  Genaxd  George  G.  Meade,  C<nnmanding  Third  MlUtary  Bisiriri : 

The  election  proposed  by  the  Convention  for  officers  under  the  new 
Constitution,  1  do  not  consider  as  an  election  lor  officers  under  the 
Provisional  Goverjiment,  refeired  to  in  Section  six  (6)  of  the  Act  ap- 
proved March  2,  1867.  It  is  clear  to  my  mind,  that  a  proper  con- 
struction of  Section  four  (4),  of  Act  approved  March  23,  1867,  does 
not  authorize  District  Commanders  to  fix  or  change  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, after  it  has  been  designated  by  the  Convention. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adju'ant  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
Atlanta,  Gkokgia,  March  6,  1868. 
General  Grant,  Washivgton,  D.   i .  .* 

Can  you  not  send  me  an  official  or  certified  copy  of  the  supplemen- 
tary Reconstruction  Act,  recently  passed  by  Congress, — 1  mean  the 
one  authorizing  elections  for  State  officers,  at  same  time  that  Consti- 
tution is  submitted  for  ratification. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major   General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  7,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Ihird  MilHary  District: 
Please  transmit  immediat:jly,  a  copy  of  the  protest  of  the  Georgia 
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Convention,  against  the  proceeding's  of  Governor  .Tenlcins,  now  pend- 
ing in  the  SvipVeme  Court  of  the  Uniled  States,  which  you  lately  for- 
wiirded.  The  copy  to  be  authenticated  by  the  signatures  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Secretary  of  the  Convention,  without  any  State  ;  but  certi- 
fied bv  you  to  be  genuine  signatures  of  those  officers,  and  that  they 
are  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention  now  in  ses- 
sion. The  paper  should  reach  here  before  next  Friday,  and  may  be 
sent  by  special  messenger,  to  be  detailed  for  that  purpose.  To  have 
the  authentication  correct,  it  would  be  well  to  send  a  copy  of  the  au- 
thentication by  telegraph,  omitting  the  protest  itself,  so  that  any 
changes  desired  by  counsel  can  be  made.  Acknowledge  this  tele- 
graph. 
*=    ^  EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

A  true  copy: 

K.   C.   DPv,UM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUAETERS  THIED  MILITABY  DISTPvICT, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  March  9,  1868, 
Hon.  K  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washihgion,  IK  C: 

Sir: I  send  herewith  by  the  hands  of  Brevet  .Lieutenant  Colonel 

C.  D.  Emory,  Aide-de-Camp,  an  official  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Georgia   Convention  in  relation  to  the  suit  brought  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A.,  Co7nmanding. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  8,  18G8. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Conmianding  : 

The  proposed  certificate  is  right,  but  to  use  every  precaution,  it 
would  be  well  to  add  also  your  affidavit.  The  papers  must  be  here  by 
Thursday  night,  and  as  much  earlier  as  possible. 

E.  M.  STANTON. 
A  true  cop3" : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washinoton,  D.  C,  March  7,  18(38. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  : 
Law  asked  for  by  you,  sent  by  mail. 
When  may  vour  report  on  Alabama  election  be  looked  for? 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
A  true  copy : 

E.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  March,  9,  1868. 
Geyieral  U.  S.  Grant,  Washington,  D.  C: 

I  have  only  to-day  received  report  on  Alabama  election.  Vote  for 
Constitution' 70,812;  against  it  1,005;  total  vote  cast  71,817;  total 
vote  cast  for  Convention  91,808  ;  white  vote  for  Constitution  6,702; 
white  vote  cast  for  Convention  18,553  :  vote  on  Constitution  lacks  for 
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ratification  13,550.  Out  of  02  Counties,  twenty  voted  four  days,  thir- 
teen voted  two  days,  and  two  had  no  election,  the  balance,  twenty- 
seven,  voted  five  days.  I  am  satisfied  the  Constitution  was  lost  on  its 
merits,  and  I  think  the  best  to  do,  would  be  for  Congress  to  re-assemble 
the  Convention  tc^  revise  the  Constitution  and  then  re-submit  it  to  the 
people  under  the  new  law,  giving  a  majority  of  votes  cast  the  power 
to  ratify.  I  do  not  see  much  use  in  re-opening  the  polls  as  I  proposed, 
as  there  is  no  possibility  the  votes  that  would  be  cast  aflecting  the 
result.  As  soon  as  I  can  get  away  from  here,  I  shall  go  to  ^[ontgome- 
ry  to  decide  the  question.  In  the  mean  time,  as  soon  as  I  can  have 
prepared  the  data,  I  will  send  you  a  report,  showing  the  election  as  it 
took  place  ;  this  will  require  perhaps  a  week. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  9,  18G8, 


Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  : 

Telegra[)h  me  the  number  of  votes  cast  for  Constitution;  the  num- 
ber against,  and  the  total  number  registered.  Resolution  of  Congress 
calls  on  me  for  this  information. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GKANT, 


A  true  copy  : 

K.  C.  DllUM,  Assistajit  Adjutaid  General. 


General, 


HEADQUAKTERS  THIRD  MELITARY  DISTRICT, 
Atlanta,  Gkoroia,  .Alarcli  10,  18G8. 
Ge}iernl  U.  S.  Grants  Wns/migion,  D.  C: 

I  telegraphed  you  yesterday  the  result  of  Alabama  eh ction.  By 
adding  the  amount,  vote  on  Constitution  fails  of  ratification,  to  that 
vote,  and  doubling,  you  will  get  amount  of  registered  votes,  viz  :  one 
hundred  and  ninety  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  four, — but  I 
should  explain,  that  this  amount  is  partly  estimated,  as  some  of  the 
counties  had  not  all  sent  in  their  revised  registration.  Again,  this 
amount  includes  registration  in  these  counties  where  no  election  was 
had,  which  ought  not,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  included.  All  these 
points  I  will  give  you  when  my  written  report  goes  on.  I  telegraphed 
vesterday  only  the  substance  of  Hayden's  report. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  Genei'ol. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  March  12,  18G8. 
General  Grant,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Alabama  election  returns  show  that  the  vote  on  Governor  is  eleven 
hundred  and  eighty -six  less  than  vote  on  Constitution,  and  vote  on 
Probate  Judges  is  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  less  than  vote  for 
Constitution.  I  send  these  because  it  has  been  charged  that  gross 
frauds  were  perpetrated  in  mutilating  the  tickets  of  colored  men  by 
tearing  olf  the  vote  on  the  Constitution,  and  it  was  predicted  that  the 
vote  for  Probate  Judges  would  exceed  the  vote  on  the  Constitution  by 
many  thousands.  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  most  of  the  charges  of  ex- 
tensive frauds  will  prove  as  illusory  as  the  above.  There  were  un- 
doubtedly irregularities  in  the  election  sufficient  to  justify  its  being 
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wt  nside  as  reeonim ended,  and  I  boliove  a  more  liberal  Constitution 
would  command  a  majority  of  votes.  In  this  State  and  Florida, 
where  the  Constitutions  do  not  go  beyond  the  requirements  of  Con- 
gress, but  fully  comply  with  them,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  tmiong 
fill  parties  but  that  the  people  will  ratify  them  by  la rgf  majorities. 
The  Georgia  Convention  adjourned  yesterday,  and  tlu^  election  for 
ratification  will  be  held  on  the  twentieth  proximo. 

(Sigued)         GEOEGE  G.  MEADE,^ 

Major  General  U.  8.  A. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Marcli  13,  1868. 
Major  Gentral  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding : 

The  last  amendatory  Reconstruction  Act  is  now  law. 

U.  tf.  GRANT, 

General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Aljutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Marcli  13,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade^  Commanding  Third  Military  District  : 

If  you  think  it  advisable  to  authorize  the  Florida  election  to  take 
place'in  April,  do  not  permit  anything  in  my  dispatch  on  that  sub- 
ject to  keep  you  from  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

General 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assis'ant  Adjutant  General 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTICT, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  March  14,  18G8. 
General  Grard,  Washington,  B.  C: 

Georgia  Convention,  in  ordering  election  of  members  of  Congress 
and  State  officers,  after  prescribing  that  at  these  elections  the  qualifi- 
•cations  for  voters  shall  be  the  same  as  prescribed  by  acts  of  Congress 
for  voters  on  ratification,  require  voters  to  swear  they  will  support  the 
Constitution  submitted,  and  that  they  have  not  prevented,  or  at- 
tempted to  prevent,  any  one  from  voting.  Is  this  permitted  by  the 
law  of  March  12,  1868,  which  prescribes  that  at  these  elections  regis- 
tered voters  may  vote?  If  permitted,  do  you  think  any  oath  should 
be  required  of  registered  voters  for  ofiScers  under  the  Constitution 
which  is  not  required  of  voters  on  the  Constitution  ? 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  16,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Mea'^t,  Commanding  Third  Miliiary  District : 

Section  two  of  the  last  amendatory  Reconstruction  Act  provides  the 
same  qualifications  for  voters  for  members  of  Congress  and  the  elective 
ofiacers  provided  for  by  the  Constitution  submitted,  as  are  prescribed 
for  voters  on  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution.  Voters  on  the  rati- 
fication of  the  Constitution  cannot,  under  the  law,  be  required  to  take 
the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Convention,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  would 
be  in  contravention  of  the  acts  of  Congress  to  require  voters  for  Con- 
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gressmen  and  other  elective  officers  to  take  it.     Section  second,  re- 
ferred to,  is  applicable  to  the  Florida  election. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
A  true  copy  : 

E,.  C.  DEUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  28,  18G8. 
Mdjor  Generil  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Third  Military  District  : 

The  motion  for  iiijunction  against  you  and  General  Rnger,  and  Col- 
onel Rockwell,  was  postponed  by  the  Court  yesterday,  until  the  1st  of 
December  next. 

E.  M.  STANTON. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  2,  18G8. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Tliird  Military  District,  At^ 
lanta,  Georgia. 

I  suggest  that  the  murder  of  Mr.  Ashburn  be  investigated  and 
justice  be  meted  out  promptly  by  Military  Commission  if  the  civil 
courts  cannot  be  relied  on. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 


A  true  copv : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General 


General 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
ATTiANTA,  Georgia,  April  3,  1868. 
General   Grant : 

I  have  just  returned  from  Florida,  and  find  your  dispatcli  in  rela- 
tion to  the  murder  of  Mr.  Ashburn.  Captain  Mills,  commanding  at 
Columbus,  reports  he  is  doing  everything  in  co-operation  with  the 
civil  authorities,  to  detect  and  arrest  the  murderers  ;  and  if  any  are 
caught,  I  intend  trving  them  by  Military  Commission. 

(Signed)         i&EORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assisiani  AdjiUayit  Geyieral. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  April  4,  1868. 
Genei'al  Grant,  Washington,  D.  C: 

There  are  unmistakable  signs  of  disorder  in  this  State  and  Ala- 
bama from  secret  organizations,  such  as  have  disturbed  Tennessee.  I 
am  about  issuing  a  very  stringent  order,  and  shall  take  very  summary 
measures  to  check  this  evil,  if  practicable,  but  the  force  under  my 
command  is  insufficient  to  control  all  parts  of  those  Spates,  and  in 
view  of  the  approaching  elections  I  would  be  much  relieved  if  the 
forces  here  could  be  temporarily  increased,  aay  an  additional  regiment 
lor  two  months.  The  moral  eifeet  of  re-inforcements  would  be  very 
great,  besides  the  actual  benefit  of  additional  forces.  The  people  are 
becoming  alarmed,  the  negroes  getting  excited  threatening  retaliation, 
and  affairs  within  the  last  ten  days   assuming  a  serious  aspect.     The 


29 

object  seems  to  be  to  drive  obnoxious  men  out  of  the  country.  If  you 
cannot  spare  a  regiment,  any  companies  you  cj\n  send  will  be  of  great 
Value. 

(Signed)    GEOKGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major    General. 

A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistanl  Adjutant  General, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  7,  1868. 
M^ijor  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commaiiding  Ihird  Military  District  At- 
lanta, Georgia  : 
Will  it  not  be  well  to  remove  all  the  civil  officers  in  Columbus,  and 
all  other  places  where  like  outrages  occur. 

In  Alabama,  where  outrages  are  committed,  the  men  elected  might 
be  installed. 

(Signed)        U.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Gkokgia,  April  9,  1868. 
Oeyieral  U.  S.   Grant: 

I  have  not  removed  civil  authorities  of  Columbus,  because  Captam 
Mills,  commanding  there,  -reported  they  were  acting  in  concert  with 
'him,  and  evinced  every  disposition  to  ferret  out  murderers.  1  did 
not  send  any  Board  to  i'^nv&stigate,  because  Mills  and  his  subordinates 
were  doing"  every  thing  it  was  practicable  to  do.  I  have  been  fully 
:jdive  to  the  necessity  of  action,  but  am  waiting  till  I  see  the  time 
when  action  will  be  available.  Captain  Mills  has  made  some  ten  ar- 
rests, principally  of  people  whom  he  has  reason  to  believe  haveknov/1- 
€dge  of  the  perpetrators  of  the  deed.  I  have  sent  Major  Smyth,  of 
the  Judge  Advocate  Gt-neral's  Department,  to  assist  in  the  investiga- 
tion,  and  have  written  to  Mills  to  get  his  judgment  on  expediency  of 
making  removals  of  the  civil  officers.  There  will  be_  difficulty  just 
now  in  finding  people  willing  to  assume  the  responsibilities  and  dan- 
s:ers  of  the  position, 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy ; 

R.   C  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General-. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  April  11,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Have  requested  General  Gillem  to  send  companies  at  once  to  this 
place.  These,  with  those  from  Thomas,  will  answer  all  purposes  so 
far  as  can  be  anticipated.  Matters  have  become  in  appearance  much 
quieter,  since  issuing  General  Orders  No.  51. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  GeneraL 

A  true  copy : 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL 
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HEADQUAKTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
Atlanta,  Geokgia,  April  29,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Granf  ^   Washington,  D    C.  : 

Election  passed  otf  as  quietly  as  could  be  expected,  one  or  two  seri- 
ous outbreaks  only.  Many  complaints  of  frauds  from  both  sides,  and 
some  applications  based  on  thera  for  re-election.  These  will  be 
thorouLcbly  investigated,  and  action  predicated  on  result  of  investii^a- 
tion.  OflBcial  returns  come  in  slowly.  No  accurate  juda^rnent  can  as 
yet  be  formed,  but  the  probabilities 'are  that  the  Constitution  is  rati- 
fied by  a  very  lari^e  majority;  Bullock.  Republican,  elected  by  a  small 
majority,  and  Democrats  carried  a  majority  of  the  Ix^<2^islature.  No 
acknowledg:ment  has  bee-  received  by  me  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
16th  instant,  and  I  would  be  relieved  to  know,  at  the  earliest  moment, 
your  views  on  the  points  raised  therein. 

GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General, 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjntajii  Gc7ieraL 


HEADQUARTERS,  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

AVashingtox,  D.  n.^  April  29,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Comm(i7idi,ng  Third  Military  District  : 
I  have  carefully  read  your  letter  of  16lh  April,  and  its  enclosures. 
I  see  nothing  in  them  to  change  my  opinion  as  expressed  to  you  in 
my  dispatch  of  March  2,  1868. 

The  officers  elected  under  the  new  Constitution  of  Georgia,  are  not 
officers  of  the  Provisional  Government  referred  to  in  the  Reconstruc- 
tion Acta,  nor  are  thej-  officers  elected  under  any  so-called  State  au- 
thority, and  are  not  therefore  required  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  in 
section  nine.  Act  of  July  19,  1867.  The  eligibility  to  hold  office 
must  be  determined  by  the  new  Constitution,  and  the  Amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  designated  as  Article  Fourteen. 

(Signed)         U,  S.   GRANT, 

G^^neral. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Aljutani  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  May  2,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Ryland  Randolph,  editor  of  the  Tuscaloosa  Monitor,  whose  paper 
has  been  frequently  sent  fo  you,  as  well  as  myself,  recently  assaulted, 
with  intent  to  kill,  a  freclnian  in  that  town.'  The  disordered  condi- 
tion of  the  State ;  the  influential  position  of  the  cnminaf.  induced 
General  Sheph<^rd  to  have  Randolph  arrested  and  to  prefer  charges 
against  him,  which  I  have  ordered  tried  by  Militarv  Commission. 
Judge  Busteed,  of  the  United  States  District  Court, 'has  granted  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  returnable  on  the  5th  inst.  Under  my  orders, 
(General  Orders  No.  11,)  this  writ  will  be  obeyed  so  far  as  presenting 
the  body  in  court  and  making  respectful  return,  setting  forth  the 
ground  and  authority  of  arrest.  It  is  not  known  whether  Judge 
Busteed  will  acknowledge  the  authority  or  admit  the  justification  on 


31 

tlie  grounds  set  forth.     Should  he  order  the  discharge  of  the  prisoner, 
your  opinion  of  the  course  to  be  pursued  is  solicited. 

(Signed)         GEOKGE  G.  MEADE, 

Majoj^  General. 
A  true  copy ; 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  AdjutanA  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  4,  1808. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade^  Coimiiandlng : 

Randolph  being  taicen  before  a  United  States  Court,  I  advise  sub- 
mission to  decision  of  that  court. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
A  true  copy : 

R.    C  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Gkokgia,  May  8,  1868. 
General  Grant,  Wafhingion,  D.   C.  : 

Colonel  Sprague  telegraphs,  election  in  Florida  passed  off  without 
disorder;  judging  from  partial  returns.  Constitution  ratified  by  about 
three  thousand  majority,  and  Reed  ticket,  (Republican,)  elected  by  a 
small  majority.  The  official  returns  have  been  received  in  this  State 
from  all  but  one  ccunty,  and  show  Constitution  ratified  by  17,973  ma- 
jority ;  Bulloek  fdected  by  7,279  majority;  Sennto  27  Re]aiblicans,  16 
Democrats,  1  doubtful.  House  95  Republicans,  74  Democrats,  and  6 
doubtful. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  Ge7ieral. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


WAS^INGTO^^  D.  C,  May  9,  1868. 
Major  Gem^ral  George  G.  Meade^  Commanding  : 

Do  you  think  it  advisable  to  appoint  civil  officers  elected  at  late 
election  in  Georgia  to  relieve  i\\\  army  officers  heretofore  appointed 
by  you  ? 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

Gerieral. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

^  Atlanta,  Georgia,  May  11,  1868. 

General  U.  S.  Gratit,   Washiyigton,  D    C: 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  put  in  office  any  of  the  civil  officers 
recently  elected  until  Congress  had  acted  on  the  Constitution.  The 
only  ariiiy  officers  detailed  are  the  Governor,  Comptroller  and  Trea- 
surer. The  Governor,  if  put  in  officii,  could  not  appoint  any  one, 
and  would  have  to  a]ipoint  every  one  through  me.  I  do  not  desire 
any  such  position,  and  doubt  if  it  would  result  harmoniously.  Again, 
all  appointees  would  have  to  take  the  test  oath,  and  I  question 
whether  many  of  the  elected  men  can  do  this.  I  have  been  greatly 
embarrassed  in  the  few  appointments  I  have  made  to  find  men  who 
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could  take  this  oath.  When  the  Constitution  is  sent  to  Congress,  if 
they  authorize  the  civil  government  going  into  otBce  in  advance  of 
the"^admis5:ion  of  the  State  and  on  the  same  terms  as  if  the  State  had 
been  admitted — that  is,  without  requiring  the  test  oath,  I  think  this 
would  be  well.  I  am  not  disposed  to  relieve  Governor  Kuger  at 
present,  as  there  are  certain  financial  and  other  questions  originating 
under  him,  which  it  is  due  to  him,  he  should  have  time  to  adjust  and 
settle. 

I  perhaps  oughtto  explain  what  I  mean  by  wantof  harmony  between 
the  Governor  elect  and  myself  Of  course  you  will  understand  his 
appointments  will  be  made  on  political  and  party  grounds,  and  will 
be  undoubtedly  from  his  standpoint,  on  good  and  sufficient  reasons, 
but  I  have  nothing,  and  wish  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  these  mat- 
ters, and  if  he  makes  a))pointments  through  me,  the  responsibility  of 
concurrence,  if  nothing  more,  must  rest  on  me. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

11.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  1,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Third  Military  District  : 

I  would  suggest  that  the  military  interfere  no  obstacle  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  legislature  of  Florida.  Leave  Congress  to  reject  or  affirm 
their  acts. 

I  do  not  suggest  ordering  the  legislature  to  meet,  but  mere  in- 
structions to  the  commander^of  the  State  that  he  do  not  interfere  in 
the  matter. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

Gei^eral. 
A  true  copy : 

E.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  June  1,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,    Washington,  D.  C: 

It  will  not  be  practicable  "to  adopt  your  suggestion  in  regard  to  the 
Florida  Legislature  without  some  action  on  my  part.  When  the 
ele<!tiou  of  State  and  County  officers  were  orden^d,  I  directed  the  re- 
turns to  be  sent  to  the  Superintendent  of  Registration,  instead  of  the 
Board  of  Canvassers,  as  provided  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Convention. 
The  members  of  the  Legislature  cannot  get  their  certificates  of  elec- 
tion, without  my  directing  the  returns  to  be  turned  over.  My  object 
was  and  is  to  retain  control  of  the  whole  subject,  because  if  the  Legis- 
lature is  permitted  to  convene  without  orders  from  me,  and  without 
regard  to  the  paramount  authority  which  the  Rec(mstruction  laws  vest 
in  me,  interminable  confusion  and  conflict  of  authority  will  be  sure  to 
result.  So  long  as  the  Reconstruction  laws  are  in  force,  I  should  be 
opposed  to  the  convening  of  the  Legislature,  except  by  my  order,  and 
under  my  authority.  If  these  Legislatures  would  confine  themselves 
to  simply  acting  on  the  Fourteenth  Article,  and  then  adjourning  to 
await  Congressional  action,  I  would  not  ohject  so  much,  but  once 
assembled  they  will  do  as  they  please,  pass  laws  inconsistent  with  my 
powers  and  orders,  tax  ad  libitum  the  State  Treasuries,  without  any 
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control  and  without  any  means  of  enforcing  their  acts  except  through 
me  ;  whereas,  if  Congress  will  only  act  on  the  Constitution,  and  au- 
thorize District  C^-'mmander  to  instal  the  elected  governments,  on 
some  terms  as  if  State  was  admitted,  there  would  be  no  ditficulty  in 
the  Governrr-elect  calling  together  the  L(>gislature,  and  controlling 
their  actions  through  the  veto.  Unless,  therefore,  you  send  positive 
orders,  I  shall  require  the  Legislatures  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  to 
await  action  of  Congress  on  the  presented  Constitutions  of  those 
States. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy : 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjatant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Georqia,  June  2,  1868. 
General   U.  S.  Grant,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Olficial  returns  of  the  Florida  election  this  day  received,  show  for 
the  Constitution,  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-one 
(14,561)  votes;  against  the  Constitution,  nine  thousand  five  hundred 
and  eleven  (9,511)  votes  ;  majority  for  the  Constitution,  five  thousand 
and  fifty  (5,050)  votes.  For  the  oflSce  of  Governor, — Harrison  Reed 
received  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-one  (14,421) 
votes  ;  George  W.  Scott  received  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-one  (7,731)  votes,  find  Samuel  Walker  received  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fiftv-seven  (2,257)  votes. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.   MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  Genera.1. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  June  22,  1868. 
To  Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  (Care  Adjt.  General  U.  S.  Army): 
General  Dunn  requests  me  to  say  that  the  trial  of  Columbus  pris- 
oners has  not  yet  commenced,  nor  can  it  probably  before  the  last  o§ 
this  week.  There  is  no  prospect  that  the  trial  can  be  completed  be- 
fore the  State  is  admitted.  Can  a  trial  by  Military  Commission  be 
continued  after  admission  of  State?  He  desires  you  to  see  if  Congress 
will  not  pass  an  Act  for  the  disposition  of  all  trials  that  may  be  pend- 
insr  on  admission  of  a  State. 

R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjuta?it  General. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June,  26,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  T hii^d  Militai-y  District: 
The  act  to  admit   the   States  of  North   Carolina,    South   Carolina, 
Louisiana,  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida  to  representation  in  Con- 
gress, became  a  law  June  25,  1868. 

Please  notify  the  Governors  elect  of  the  States  in  your  district,  for 
under  the  act,  the  Governor  elect  may,  if  he  deems  it  necessary,  con- 
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vene  the  Leo;islature  thereof  at  an  earlier  date  than  that  fixed  bylaw. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
A  true  copy  : 

E.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washingtox,  D.  C,  June  27,  1868. 
Major   General    George  G.  Meade,  Coynmanding  Third  Military  Dis- 
trict: 

Your  proposition  relative  to   employment   of  Counsel  in  the  mur- 
der case,  is  approved. 

(Signed)  J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


WAR   DEPARTMENT, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  29,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  TJilrd  Military  J>lstrlct : 

To  avoid  any  questions  as  to  who  shall  exercise  the  offices  of  Gov- 
ernor and  Lieutenant  Governor,  in  the  State  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama, notice  convening  of  the  Legislatures  oY  said  States,  under  the 
Act  of  Congress  passed  June  25,  1868.  You  will  appoint  the  Gover- 
nor and  Lieutenant  Governor  elect,  of  Georgia,  Governor  and  Liiai- 
tenant  Governor  of  said  State,  vice  present  incumbents  removed  ;  and 
the  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  elect,  of  Alabama,  Governor 
and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  said  State,  ince  present  incumbents  re- 
moved. These  appointments  and  removals  to  take  effect  at  the  date 
of  the  convening  of  said  Legislatures,  respectivelv. 

(Signed)        tj.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  June,  30,  18G8. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War  and  General  U.  S.  Chr/nt,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
When  I  left  Washington,  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  trial  of  all 
civil  prisoners  might  be,  and  should  be  left  to  the  civil  authorities  on 
the  admission  of  the  State.  Since  my  arrival,  owing  to  the  develop- 
ments in  the  Ashburn  murder  case,  the  intense  excitement  produced 
by  the  same,  and  the  false  and  malicious  statements  made  for  political 
purposes,  I  deem  it  most  urgent  that  the  trial  should  be  carried  on  to 
the  end  by  the  military  authorities.  Colonel  Schoiield  will  apprise 
you  of  the  character  of  the  evidence,  but  every  conceivable  obstacle  is 
being  resorted  to  to  produce  delay,  with  the  intenticn  of  taking  the 
prisoners  out  of  my  hands  by  writ  of  habeas  corpus  so  soon  as  the 
State  is  supposed  to  be  admitted.  I  think,  therefore,  for  the  purposes 
of  justice,  some  action  should  be  had  in  Congress  continuing  the  trial 


35 

of  all  cases  by  Military  Comraission  pending  at  the  time  the  State  is 
admitted.     Cannot  this  be  done  ? 

(Signed)         GEOKGE  G.   MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

E.   C.   DEUM    Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

WAE  DEPAETMENT, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  1,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Convmanding  Third  Military  D'ls- 
tHct  : 

In  the  absence  of  General  Grant,  your  dispatch  of  yesterday  was 
to-day  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  it  is  his  opinion  that 
the  suggested  Congressional  action  cannot  be  had. 

(Signed)         JOHN  A.  EAWLINS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
A  true  copy  : 

E.   C.  DEUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQITAETEES  THIED  MILITAEY  DISTEICT, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  July  6,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  organized  on  the  4th 
instant,  by  electing  a  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
the  House.  Indications  would  seem  to  point  to  a  Democratic  majori- 
ty in  the  lower  House,  and  probable  rejection  of  the  Fourteenth  Arti- 
cle. When  thi'  Houses  were  organized,  all  members  who  had  received 
the  largest  number  of  votes  were  allowed  to  qualify  bj'  taking  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  no  relcrence  was 
made  to  the  eligibilit}'  of  members  under  the  Fourteenth  Article.  It 
is  believed  there  are  several  in  both  Houses  who  are  disqualified,  but, 
of  course,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  a  Democratic  majority  will 
make  any  haste  to  unseat  such.  The  question  is,  have  I  any  authori- 
t}^  in  the  premises  ?  A  legislative  body  is  undoubtedh^  the  judge  of 
the  qualifications  of  its  own  members  ;  but  has  a  Legislature  convened 
under  the  Eeconstruction  Acts,  and,  therefore,  provisional,  under 
these  Acts  and  the  Act  of  June  25,  until  it  has  passed  the  Fourteenth 
Article,  the  right  to  pass  the  Fourteenth  Article,  or  do  any  act  be- 
yond mere  organization  until  it  has  purged  itself  of  disqualified  mem- 
bers, and  can  I,  in  view  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  Reconstruc- 
tion acts,  exercise  any  control  over  them  in  case  of  their  failure  so  to 
do  ?     An  eariy  reply  to  this  telegram  is  requested. 

(Signed)  GEOEGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy : 

E.  C.  DEUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


WAE    DEPARTMENT, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  7,  1868. 
Major    General  George   G.  Meade,    Commanding  Third  Military  District: 

Your  dispatch  relative  to  the  eligibility  of  members  of  the  Georgia 
Legislature,  and  your  authority  touching  the  same,  has  been  received 
and  forwarded  to  General   Grant  for  instructions. 

It  is  clear  to  my  mind,  that  under  the  Eeconstruction  Acts,  iiiclud- 
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ing  the  one  passed  June  25, 18G8,  that  no  person  prohibited  from  hold- 
ing office  under  the  United  States,  or  under  any  State,  by  section 
three  (3)  of  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  known  as  Article  14,  unless  relieved  from  such  disa- 
bility, is  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature,  and  is,  therefore,  not 
competent  to  take  part  in  its  deliberations,  or  to  pass  upon  the  ratifi- 
cation of  said  Amendment.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  Leg- 
islature itself  would  be  the  proper  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its 
members,  and  bearing  upon  this  latter  point,  I  send  you  herewith 
copy  of  dispatch  of  Hon  J.  F.  Wilson,  George  S.  Boutwell  and 
others,  to  Governor  Warmouth,  of  Louisiana.  1  also  send  one  from 
General  Grant  to  me,  for  General  Buchanan,  which  most  unmistake- 
ably  defines  his  views  of  the  character  of  these  Governments,  and 
authority  of  the  District  Commanders.  The  Reconstruction  Acts  are 
required  to  be  construed  liberally,  to  the  end  that  all  the  intents 
thereof,  viz  :  the  re-establishment  of  Civil  Governments  in  the  States 
lately  in  rebellion  may  be  fully  and  perfectly  carried  out ;  and  it  would 
seem  that  persons  ineligible  to  hold  office  under  their  provisions  should 
not  be  permitted  to  defeat  them. 

(Signed)         JOHN  A.  RAWLINS, 

ChieJ  of  Staff. 
June  30,  18G8. 
To  Goveimor  Warmouth.,  New  Orleans: 

"Wo  think  that  persons  disqualified  by  the  14th  Article  of  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  not  eligible 
to  your  Legislature.  This  is  to  be  determined  by  the,  respective 
Houses ;  but  no  oath  can  be  imposed  except  the  oath  presented  by  the 
State  Constitution. 

(Signed)       JOSEPH  S.WILSON,  Chairman  Judiciarv  Committee. 
GEO.  S.   BOUTWELL,) 

J.  F.  EARNS  WORTH    \  Reconstruction  Committee. 
H.  E.  PAINE.  J 

Rklay  House,  Maryland,  June  30,  1868. 
To  General  John  A.  Raxvlins  : 

Instruct  General  Buchanan  that  the  Government  of  Louisiana  is 
provisional,  and  the  Lieutenant  Governor  is  bound  by  the  decision  of 
the  District  Commander,  right  or  wrong,  whilst  it  remains  so. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
(Signed)         JOHN  A.  RAWLINS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
A  true  copy : 

R.   C.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  9,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Comma.nding  TJdrd  Military  District: 
In  answer  to  dispatch  of  the  6th  instant,  the  following  has  been  re- 
ceived from  General  Grant : 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  July  8,  1868. 
To  John  A.  Rawlins,  Chief  of  Staff: 

No  person  unable  to  hold  office  under  the  14th  Article  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Amendment,  should  be  allowed  to  qualify.  District  Com- 
manders are  the  Judges  of  the  qualifications  of  civil  officers,  until  all 


37 

the  requirements  of  the  different  Acts  of  Congress  to  complete  Eecon- 
struction  of  the  seceded  States,  are  fully  complied  with. 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

General, 
(Signed)        JOHN  A.  RAWLINS, 

Chief  of  Staff, 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  11,  18fi8. 
M'ljor  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Third  Military  District  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  desires  to  know   whether  you  can  spare  a 
Regiment  of  Infantry  from  your  command. 

(Signed)        EDMUND  SCHRIVER, 

Inspector  General. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT. 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  July  11,  1868. 
Edmund  Schriver,  Inspector  General,  War  Department  : 

1  would  not  recommend  any  reduction  of  the  force  in  this  District 
at  the  present  moment.  When  Alabama  and  Georgia  are  admitted, 
and  their  civil  governments  peacefully  inaugurated,  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  the  withdrawal  of  a  regiment  of  Inftxntry. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copA'-: 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Gkoroia,  July  16,  1868. 
General  Rawlins^  Chief  of  Staff: 

I  am  officially  advised  by  the  Commanding  Officer,  Sub-District  of 
Alabama,  that  the  Legislature  which  convened  on  the  13th  instant, 
adopted  on  that  day  the  Fourteenth  Article  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment, and  otherwise  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Act  of 
June  25,  1868  ;  and  that  on  the  14th,  the  Governor  elect  was  duly  in- 
augurated and  installed  in  office. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy : 

R.   C.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  Ge7ieral. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  July  18,  1868. 
General    U.   S.    Grant,   Washington,  D.  C: 

On  the  8th  instant,  having  been  officially  notified  by  the  Provisional 
Governor  of  Georgia  that  both  Houses  of  tlie  Legislature  had  reported 
to  him  they  were  organized,  and  ready  for  any  communication  from 
hini.  I  instructed  the  Governor  to  communicate  to  both  Houses  that 
until  compliance  was  had  with  the  laws  of  Congress,  I  considered 
them  as  provisional,  and  subject  to  my  control,  and  that  I  could  not 
consider  either  House  legally  organized  until  it  had  examined  into  and 


38 

decided  on  the  eligibility  of  its  members  under  the  fourteenth  Article. 
On  receipt  of  this  communication,  each  House  appointed  a  committee 
to  investigate  and  report.  In  the  Senate,  a  majority  of  the  committee 
reported  all  eligible.  One  member  of  the  minority  reported  two  ineli- 
gible. Another  member  of  the  minority  reported  nine  ineligible. 
The  Senate,  after  hearing  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  excluding 
the  Senators  reported  against  from  voting,  endorsed  and  adopted  the 
report  of  the  majority,  declaring  none  ineligible.  This  action  is  to- 
day transmitted  to  me  by  the  P^rovisional  Governor,  who^  adopts  the 
extreme  report  of  the  minority,  gives  his  judgment  that  the  action  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee  and  of  the  Senate  is  illegal,  and  that 
the  nine  members  are  ineligible ;  states,  however,  that  he  has  official 
information  that  certain  of  these  members  have  had  their  disability 
removed  by  Congress,  and  calls  on  me  to  overrule  the  decision  of  the 
Senate,  and  declare  vacant  the  seats  of  those  members  reported  against 
by  one  member  of  the  minority,  w^hose  disabilities  have  not  been  re- 
moved. 1  am  not  disposed  to  alter  the  position  I  have  assumed,  that 
it  is  the  prerogative  of  each  House  to  judge  of  the  facts  and  the  law  in 
the  cases  of  niembers  of  their  Houses.  I  consider  I  have  performed 
my  dutv  when  I  called  their  attention  to  the  law,  and  required  action 
to  be  ta'ken  under  it.  1  do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  overrule  the 
deliberate  action  of  a  legislative  body,  who  report  they  have  conformed 
to  the  rule  I  laid  down  for  their  guidance.  If  I  was  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive judge  of  the  qualifications  of  members,  I  should  have  exercised 
my  prerogative  before  allowing  the  Houses  to  organize.  I  construed 
the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Wilson  to  Governor  Warmouth,  prohibiting  any 
oath  but  such  as  the  Constitution  prescribed,  as  prohibiting  any  te&t 
in  advance  of  the  House  having  control,  and  as  leaving  to  each  House 
the  right  to  decide.  My  judgment,  therefore,  is  to  acquiesce  in  the 
decision  of  the  Senate,  and  leave  to  Congress  such  action  as  may  here- 
after be  deemed  proper  in  case  the  Senate  has  failed  to  comply  with 
the  law.  To  adopt  the  course  proposed  by  the  Provisional  Governor, 
and  overrule  the  action  of  the  Senate,  will  bring  me  in  immediate  con- 
flict with  the  Legislature,  and  produce  results  which,  in  my  judgment, 
will  be  worse  than  allowing  a  few  doubtful  members  to  retain  seats 
under  the  vote  of  their  ow"n  body.  It  is  proper  I  should  add,  that 
there  appears  at  present  no  doubt  but  that  the  Congressional  acts  will 
be  complied  with,  even  if  members  whose  seats  are  questioned  are  left 
undisturbed.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  trouble  is  a  personal  one, 
arising  out  of  the  contest  for  United  States  Sonatorship.  I  should  also 
add  that  the  Senate,  whose  action  is  reported,  has  a  decided  Kepubli- 
can  majority,  and  could  have  purged  itself  of  such  members  as  are 
clearly  ineligible.  What  I  desire  to  know  is  whether,  in  your  judg- 
ment, my  duty  requires  me  to  overrule  the  deliberate  act  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  judge  for  myself  on  the  qualifications  of  members.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  my  pow'er  in  the  premises,  but  do  not  feel  that  I  am 
called  on  to  do  more  than  I  have  done. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 

A  true  copy  : 

R.   C.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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>Vashington,  D.  C,  July  20,  1868. 
Majo"  General  George  G.  Meade: 

Your  dispatch  has  been  received,  and  forwarded  to  General  Grant 
for  instructions. 

(Signed)        JOHN  A.  RAWLINS, 
Chief  of 
A  true  copy : 

E.   C.    DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  20,  1868. 

Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Third  MUiiary  District  : 

General  Grant  is  now  at  Denver.     Answer  will  probably  reach  you 
day  after  to-morrow.     I  have  no  doubt  he  will  agree  with  you. 

(Signed)        JOHN  A.  RAWLINS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
A  true  copy : 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  23,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Ifeade,  Command'mg  Third  Military  District  : 
The  following  dispatch  just  received  : 

Denver,  Colorado,  July  21,  1868. 
To  John  A.  Raiolins  : 

Major  General  Meade's  dispatch  just  received.  His  conclusions  are 
approved. 

(Signed)         U.    S.  GRANT, 

General. 
(Signed)         JOHN  A.  RAWLINS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Geosgia,  July  21,  1SH8. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  having  examined  into 
and  decided  upon  the  qualifications  of  their  respective  members  under 
the  14th  Article  Constitutional  Amendment,  I  yesterday  instructed 
the  Provisional  Governor  to  communicate  to  each  House  that  I  con- 
sidered their  organization  legal  and  withdrew  any  opj)Osition  to  their 
proceeding  to  the  business  which  called  them  together.  To-day  both 
Houses,  by  decided  majorities,  have  passed  the  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment known  as  Article  14,  and  will,  without  doubt,  at  once  other- 
wise comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  act  of  June  25,  1868. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy : 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  Geyieral. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MIIJTARY  DISTRICT, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  July  21,  1868. 
Brevet  Major  General  Schriver,  War  Deparlment,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Civil  Government  being  established  in  Florida  and  Alabama,  and 
the  Georgia  Legislature  having  to-day  passed  the  Fourteenth  Article 
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Constitutional  Amendments,  indicating  that  in  a  few  days  this  State 
will  have  Civil  Government  re-established,  I  am  prepared  to  dispense 
with  one  of  the  regiments  of  Infantry  in  this  District,  and  would 
recommend  the  withdrawal  of  the  15th  Regiment  now  in  Alabama. 
Please  notify  me  at  the  earliest  moment  that  I  may  make  the  proper 
arrangements  for  relieving  it. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  22,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commandimj  Third  Military  Disirid : 

The  Secretary  approves  the  recommendation  in  your  telegram  of 
yesterday.     The  Adjutant  General  will  send  instructions  by  mail. 
(Signed)         EDMUND  SCHRIVER, 

Inspector  GeneraL 
A  true  copy  : 

E.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Geokqia,  July  22,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,    Washington,  D.  C: 

Yesterday,  the  Governor  elect  of  Georgia  notified  me  oflBcially  that 
both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Georgia,  had  by  solemn  act 
complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  which  became 
a  law  June  25,  1868;  and  to-day,  I  have  witnessed  the  inauguration 
of  the  Governor  elect.  The  State  of  Georgia  is  therefore  under  the 
Acts  of  Congress,  entitled  to  representation.  The  official  documents 
will  be  carried  to-day  by  Brevet  Brigadier  General  R.  C.  Drum,  sent 
to  Washington  for  this  purpose. 

(Signed)    GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assisianl  Adjutant  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD   MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  July  30,  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

The  Governor  of  Georgia  advises  me  there  is  reason  to  believe  the 
municipal  authorities  of  Augusta  are  about  being  resisted  by  a  combi- 
nation made  for  that  purpose.  These  authorities  were  the  appointees 
of  my  predecessor,  and  it  is  probable  the  resistance  anticipated  is  on 
the  ground  that  military  authority  havingceased,  all  agents  deriving 
their  power  from  the  military  ar a  functus  officio.  The  Governor  calls 
on  me  to  sustain  the  civil  authorities  if  necessary.  Instructions  and 
advice  is  requested  on  the  position  the  military  power  now  occuj»ies. 
In  my  judgment,  I  have  no  right  to  interfere  or  use  the  military 
forces  under  my  command  except  where  soinstructed  to  do  from  supe- 
rior authority,  and  that  the  Governor  should  report  to  Washington 
his  inability  to  preserve  order  and  enforce  the  law,  before  any  orders 
are  sent  to  me.  If  I  am  to  preserve  order  in  these  States  and  do  the 
police  duty  of  municipalities  whenever  the  civil  authorities  choose 
to  call  on  me,  I  shall   have  my  hands   full,  as  the  facility  of  having 
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order  preserved  through  the  United  States  forces  will  act  to  deter 
proper  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  civil  power.  Besides,  my  force  will 
be  inadequate  to  do  this  duty.  Not  expecting  any  such  dutv",  I  con- 
sented to  the  withdrawal  of  the  15th  regiment  of  Infantr3\  I  am  not 
disposed,  and  do  not  desire,  to  use  my  command  on  the  judgment  'of 
others,  or  at  their  dictation.  As  the  Reconstruction  Laws  and  the 
powers  given  me  under  them  no  longer  exist,  I  must  ask  explicit  and 
distinct  instructions  as  to  my  powers  and  their  proper  exercise. 

This  dispatch  can  be  shown  the  Secretary  of  War  if  General  Grant 
is  not  at  Headquarters. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General 
A  true  copy  : 

R.   C.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  31,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,   Commanding   Ihird  Mililai~y  District: 

Your  telegram  to  the  General  Commanding,  requesting  instructions 
and  advice  on  the  position  the  military  power  occupies  in  Georgia, 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  by  him  laid  before 
the  President  and  Cabinet. 

Your  views  as  to  when  and  how  the  military  forces  under  your 
command  may  be  used,  were  approved  of,  and  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  say  to  you  that  he  will  prepare  and  send  to'  you 
instructions  for  your  guidance;  also,  that  should  any  insurrection  or 
riot  break  out  before  you  receive  them,  to  advise  the  Governor  to 
telegraph  to  the  President  for  the  rcquesteil  authority  to  use  the 
troops  in  quelling  the  same. 

By  referring  to  General  Grant's  letter  to  you,  dated  June  27,  1^68, 
you  will  find  his  opinion  upon  the  tenure  of  office  of  military 
appointees,  which  is  against  their  continuance,  unless  provided  for  by 
State  authority. 

(Signed)        JOHN  A.  RAWLINS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  August  17,  1868. 
General  Bawlins,  (Jhief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

"When  may  I  expect  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  re- 
ferred to  by  you  in  your  telegram  of  the  thirty-iirst  ultimo.  I  am 
a\yaiting  them  to  instruct  Commanders  of  Districts,  and  communicate 
with  Governors  of  States. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.    MEADE, 

Major  Ge?ieral  U.  S.  A. 
A  true  copy : 

R.    C  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Dated  Washington,  D.  0.    August  20,  lB68. 
Received  Atlanta,  Georgia,  August  20,  1 868. 
To  Major  General  Geoi^e  G.  Meade,  Commanding  : 
The  subject  matter  of  your  dispatch  is  still  under  consideration. 
6 
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The  answer  however  will  probably  be  similar  to  instructions  sent 
General  Buchanan. 

(Signed)        JOHN  A.  RA^TLINS, 
Chief  of   ~ 
A  true  copy: 

E.  C  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


OFFICE  UNITED  STATES  MILITARY  TELEGRAPH. 

[Telegram  received  at  Headquarters  Second  Military  District.] 

Charleston,  S.  C.  August  5,  1868. 
From  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  5,  18G8. 
To  Major  General  Meade,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Augusts,  1868, 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  suspend  concentration  of 
troops  under  your  late  order,  until  he  has  time  to  communicate  with 
you  on  the  subject. 

(Signed)        E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
(Signed)        S.  F.  BARSTOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Chakleston,  Scute  Carolina,  August  5,  1868. 
Secretary  of  War,  Washingto-n,  D.  C: 

1  have  received  a  telegram  from  Adjutant  General  directing  sus- 
pension of  order  concentrating  troops,  until  you  can  communicate  with 
me.  As  the  suspension  of  this  order  will  produce  much  confusion — 
indeed,  is  almost  too  late — and  as  it  will  delay  the  departure  of  the 
loth  Regiment  for  Texas,  which  General  Buchanan  is  urging  to  be 
sent  to  him,  and  as  I  feel  confident  you  will  be  satisfied  with  my  rea- 
sons, I  shall  delay  suspension  till  a  reply  is  received  to  this  telegram. 

My  reasons  for  concentrating  the  troops,  and  orih'  occupying  such 
positions  as  the  public  exigencies  require,  are  as  follows  :  First,  econo- 
my ;  Second,  to  increase  the  di.'^cipline  and  efficiency  of  the  troops, 
which,  from  their  being  scattered  and  divided  into  small  detachments 
has  become  lamentably  low  ;  Third,  to  do  away  with  the  number  of 
subordinate  officers,  in  whose  hands  the  relations  between  the  military 
and  civil  authorities  must  be  left,  and  who  often  produce  difficulty  by 
want  of  judgment,  or  hasty  temper  ;  Fourth,  to  let  the  minor  civil 
authorities  and  Bureau  Agents  know  and  realize  that  they  are  not 
to  depend  on  the  military  to  settle  any  trifling  difficulty  that  may 
occur  ;  Fifth,  to  have  the  troops  in  hand  and  ready,  in  case  any  emer- 
gency should  occur  requiring  their  employment,  that  they  could  be 
sent  in  large  force  without  having  to  collect  th^^m  from  a  number  of 
points.  I  am  very  well  aware  that  this  arrangement  is  distasteful  to 
the  people,  who  have  been  depending  on  the  troops  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  order,  and  to  others  who  wish  the  Government  to  scattc^r  the 
troops,  that  money  may  be  distributed.  But  as  you  have  approved 
of  my  views  of  the  relative  position  of  the  civil  and  militar}^  power,  I 
trust  you  will  approve  of  my  programme  for  holding  the  trcn^ps  in 
hand  at  railroad  centers,  where  they  can  be  promptly  used  in  case  of 
necessity.     In  other  words,  all  the  arguments  are  in  favor  of  concen- 


43 

tration,  and  T  know  of  none  in  favor  of  their  being  scattered,  unless  it 
is  to  gratify  local  influences, 

I  occupy  two  points  in  Alabama — Mobile  and  Huntsville  ;  three  in 
Georgia—Savannah,  Atlanta,  Dahlonega;  six  in  Florida — Jackson- 
ville,^ St.  Augustine,  Tampa  Bay,  Key  West,  Tortugasand  Pensacola. 
I  should  deeiply  regret  my  programme  being  overruled,  as  I  acted  on 
mature  reflection,  and  to  the  best  of  ray  judgment.  An  early  reply  is 
requested. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

OFFICE  UNITED  STATES  MILITARY  TELEGRAPH. 

[Telegram  received  at  Headquarters  Second  Military  District.] 

Chableston,  S.  C,  August  6,  1868. 
From  Washington,  August  6,  1868. 
To  Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 
Your  cipher   telegram  of  August  5,  is  received.     The  Secretary  of 
"War  will  be  back  from  short  absence  to-morrow. 

(Signed)         E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
A  true  copy: 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HExVDQUARTERS  SECOND  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Chakleston,  S.  C,  August  6,  1868. 
Brevet  Major  General  Rawlins.,   Washington^  D.  C.  : 

Please  get  from  Adjutant  General  and  forward  to  General  Grant, 
my  telegram  of  yesterday  to  Secretary  of  War,  giving  reasons  for 
concentration  of  troops.  It  was  not  with  any  intention  of  not  an- 
swering any  proper  calls  made  on  me  by  the  constituted  civil  author- 
ities— though  I  am  of  the  o})inion  that  said  calls  should  be  made 
through  the  authorities  at  Washington — on  the  contrary,  my  disposi- 
tion of  troops  was  made  with  a  view  of  promptly  acting  by  masses, 
if  action  was  required.  I  did  not  station  any  at  Montgomer}^  because 
the  place  is  unhealthy,  and  I  thought  it  better  to  remove  the  troops 
from  the  centre  of  political  agitation  ;  but  I  have  four  companies  at 
Mobile  and  eight  at  Atlanta  that  can  be  sent  to  Montgomery  in  less 
than  a  day.  It  is  now  too  late  to  change,  without  great  confusion, 
existing  orders,  and  I  trust  the  General-in-Chief  has  that  confidence 
in  my  judgment,  that  when  he  is  apprised  of  my  reasons,  and  himself 
examines  the  disposition  of  the  troops,  that  he  will  refrain  from  over- 
ruling me.  7/,  however,  he  is  still  of  the  opinion  that  four  compa- 
nies should  be  at  Montgomery,  they  can  be  sent  from  the  troops  now 
in  this  command,  the  late  Second  District.  I  would  state  there  never 
has  been  over  three  companies  at  Montgomery,  and  that  1  do  not 
know  of  a  single  reason  for  troops  being  at  Montgomery,  than  any 
other  town  in  the  State. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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OFFICE  UNITED  STATES  mLITAKY  TELEGRAPH. 

[Cipher  telegram  received  at  Headquarters  Second  Military  District.] 

Charleston,  S.  C  ,  Auj^ust  6,  1868. 
[From  War  Department,  Washington,  August  6,  1808.] 
To  Major-  General  George  G.  Meade,  Coynynand'mg  Department  of  the 
South  : 
The  following  dispatch  is  transmitted  for  your  guidance  : 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  August  5,  18G3. 
To  Major  General  John  A.  Rawlins,  Chief  of  Staff  : 

Direct  Major  General  Meade  to  leave  troops  as  now  stationed  in 
Alabama,  if  they  have  not  been  already  concentrated.  If  the}-  have 
been  sent  to  Huntsville,  direct  that  at  least  four  Companies  be  sta- 
tioned at  the  State  Capital  of  Alabama,  and  the  rest  hold  in  reserve  to 
answer  calls,  should  they  be  made  by  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

^(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
(Signed)        JOHN  A.  EAWLINS, 

Chief  of  Staff, 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistaid  Adjidant  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  August  8,  1868. 
Colonel  Sprague  Coynmanding  District  of  Florida,  St.  Augustine,  Fla.  : 
Your  course  in  receiving  and  conlining  criminals  against  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  Florida,  on  tiie  urgent  ap})lication  of  the  Governor,  is 
disapproved;  and  you  are  hereby  notitled  that  there  is  no  authority 
vested  in  you,  as  District  Commander,  to  grant  or  deny  any  applica- 
tion of  the  Governor  ;  but  the  same  sl)ould  be  referred  to  these  Head- 
quarters. You  will  require  the  Governor  to  call  upon  the  Legisla- 
ture— whose  duty  it  is  to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  criminals — 
to  take  the  Jiecessary  steps  to  have  tliis  duty  dis(;harged  ;  and  you  will 
abstain  from  assuming  any  further  responsibility  in  such  matters, 
without  specific  instructions  from  these  Headquarters.  However  la- 
mentable may  be  the  state  of  affairs  as  reported,  you  have  no  power 
to  remedy  it.  If  the  Governor  is  unable  to  enforce  law  and  order  in 
the  State,  he  should  so  report  to  the  President,  when  orders  will  be 
given  for  the  militarv  power  to  intervene. 

(Signed)"'        GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General  U,  S.  A.,  Commanding. 
A  true  cojiy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF   FLORIDA, 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  August  8,  1868. 
Major  General   George    G.    Meade,   Commanding    Department  of   the 
South : 

Your  telegram  of  to-day  is  received,  and  will  be  rigidly  enforced, 
I  have  called  upon  Governor  Reed  to  take  charge  of  the  prisoners  at 
once. 

(Signed)         JOHN  T.  SPRAGUE. 

Colonel,  Coynmanding, 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjidant  General 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  August  10,  1868. 
Bj^evet  Major  General  E.  D.  Townsend,  War  Deparimetit,  Washington: 
I  propose  to  concentrate  the  troops  in  North  and  South  Carolina  in 
the  same  manner  as  1  have  done  in  the  States  composing  the  late 
Third  Military  District.  In  North  Carolina,  I  propose  to  concentrate 
the  40th  Infantry  at  Goldsboro',  the  squadron  of  the  5th  Cavalry  at 
Raleigh,  and  to  occupy  Forts  Johnson  and  Macon  each  with  a  Com- 
pany of  the  5th  Artillery.  In  South  Carolina,  I  design  concentrating 
the  8th  Infantry  at  Columbia,  the  six  Companies  of  Uie  6th  Infantry 
at  Charleston,  and  to  order  the  squadron  of  the  5th  Cavalry  now  at 
Aiken,  and  the  Light  Battery  now  at  Columbia,  to  this  place,  to  form 
a  reserve  for  the  whole  Department.  The  four  Companies  of  the  12th 
Infantry  I  propose  to  send  to  Savannah,  so  that  I  can  concentrate  at 
this  point  the  33d  Regiment  of  Intantry. 

I  desire  these  proposed  movements  may  be  laid  before  the  General- 
in-Chief  and  Secretary  of  War,  and  their  approval  or  disapproval 
transmitted  at  the  earliest  moment. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  11,  1868. 
To  Major  General  Geot^ge  G.  Meade,  U.  S.  A.  : 

Your  dispatch  of  the  tenth  received,  and  disposition  of  troops  ap- 
pioved,  with  qualification  in  my  dispatch  to  you,  at  Charleston,  dated 
sixth  instant,  as  follows: — T\vo'(2)  companies  will  answer  at  Mont- 
gomery, that  being  capitol  of  the  State.  In  view  of  force  you  design 
for  Atlanta,  they  can  be  taken  from  any  point  you  deem  best. 
By   Command   of   General   Grant. 

(Signed)        E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assisiant  Adjuia^ii  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  20,  1868. 
To  Major  General  G.  G.  Mewh,  Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 

The  following  telegram,  which  has  been  received  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  is  referred  to  you  for  such  action  as  you  may  deem  necessary  : 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  August  20,  1868. 
Honorable  J.  M.  Schofield,  ^eoretary  of   War  : 

It  i^s  understood  that  a  Company  of  the  33d  United  States  Infantry 
is  at  Selma  under  marching  orders.  I  hope  the  Company  will  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  there  for  the  present.  1  think  their  presence  there 
indispensable  to  the  preservation  of  peace. 

WILLIAM  H.  SMIl  H, 

Governor  of  Alabama. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

(Signed)        J.  C.   KELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  eneral. 
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Atl\n-ta,  Georgia,  August  20,  18G8, 
Adjutant  General^   Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Dispatch  iu  reference  to  troops  at  Selma,  Alabama,  received.  Has 
been  leferred  to  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Roger,  Commanding  in 
that  State,  and  as  st)on  as  his  report  is  received,  the  Department  will 
be  notified,  of  action,  if  any  is  taken. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 
A  true  copy  :  Major  General. 

R.   0.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Atlanta,  Gkorgia,  August  20,  1868 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  Ruger,  Huntsville,  Alabama  : 

Governor  of  Alabama  telegraphs  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  pres- 
ence of  a  company  of  troops  at  Selma,  is  indispensable  to  the  preser- 
Tation  of  the  peace.  Please  communicate  with  the  Governor  and 
ascertain  the  ground  on  which  such  opinion  is  predicated?  whether 
general,  and  as  applies  to  all  towns  in  Alabama,  where  there  is  a  large 
proportion  of  negroes,  or  whether  there  are  any  lucal  causes,  render- 
ing it  likely  that  such  conti/igencies,  as  justify  the  intervention  of 
United  States  troops,  will  immediately  occur.  Communicate  with 
commanding  officer  at  Selma,  for  report  on  condition  of  affairs.  In 
other  words  report  in  full,  to  enable  me  to  decide  whether  any  modi- 
fication of  existing  orders,  based  on  principles  communicated  to  you, 
is  required  at  Selma.  Also  report  wh}^  this  company  is  so  long  in 
obeving  the  order  of  concentration,  issued  several  weeks  since. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Huntsville,  Ala..,  August  21,  1868. 
To  Major  Genetml  George  G.  Meade,   Commandbig  Department  of  the 

South  : 

Telegram  of  20th  received  to-day.  The  following  received  from 
Governor  Smith  in  reply  to  mine  : 

"  Application  as  to  Company  at  Selma  is  based  on  application  of 
good  citizens  of  that  City.  They  fear  disturbance  if  the  Company  is 
removed,  and  think  its  mere  presence  will  secure  tranquility." 

This  application  is  in  reference  to  that  Company  only,  and  for  the 
reason  here  given.  Company  from  Selma  will  be  here  to-day.  Will 
send  full  report  by  mail.     No  emergency  at  Selma,  I  think. 

(Signed;         THOMAS  H  RUGER, 
Col.  33(i  Infantry,  Bvt.  Brig.   General,    Commandiwj  District  of  Alabaimi. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  August  21,  18G8. 
Brevet  Major  General  Rawlins,  Washington,  D.  0.  : 

Can  you  send  me  by  telegraph,  an  official  copy  of  instructions  to 
General  Buchanan  ? 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 
A  true  copy  :  Major  General. 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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WAE  DEPARTMENT, 

Washington,  D.  <^.,  August  22,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Department  of  the  South, 

Atlanta,  Georgia. 

The  following  instructions  were  sent  to  General  Buchanan  : 
HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY, 
Adjutant  General's  OfBce, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  10,  1868. 
Brevet  Major  General  Robert  C.  Buchanan,  U.  S.  Army.,    Commanding 

Department  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

General:  The  following;  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War  are 
furnished  for  your  government,  to  the  end  that  the  recessary  aid  may 
be  rendered  by  the  United  States  as  promptly  as  possible  in  any  case 
of  insurrection  or  domestic  violence  in  the  States  embraced  in  your 
Military'- Department.  You  will  keep  yourself  informed  of  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  said  States,  and  communicate  promptly  by  tele- 
graph to  the  War  Department,  through  the  Headquarters  of  the  Ar- 
my, any  facts  which  may  make  it  the  duty  of  the  President,  under 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  to  employ  the  military  force  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

You  will  also  maintain  such  disposition  of  the  troops  under  your 
command,  that  they  may  be  ready  to  act  without  delay  upon  receipt 
of  the  President's  orders.  Stationing  them  at,  or  from  time  to  time 
moving  them  to  points,  where  you  may  have  reason  to  apprehend  a 
necessity  for  their  use. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  indicate  the  condition  under  which  the  military  forces  of 
the  United  States  may  be  lawfully  employed  to  suppress  insurrection 
against  the  Government  of  any  State  : — 

Article  i,  Sectio7i  4,  of  the  Constitution — "The  United  States  shall 
guarantee  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  Republican  form  of  Govern- 
ment, and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion,  and  on  apyili- 
cation  of  the  Legislature  or  of  the  Executive,  when  the  Legislature 
cannot  be  convened,  against  domestic  violence." 

Act  of  Congress,  approved  February  28,  1795,  Section     *     *     *    * 

"And  in  case  of  an  insurrection  in  any  State  agaiust  the  govern- 
ment thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
on  application  of  the  Legislature  of  such  State  or  of  the  Executive, 
when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened,  to  call  forth  such  a  num- 
ber of  the  militia  of  any  other  State  or  States,  as  may  be  applied  for, 
as  he  may  judge  sufficient  to  suppress  such  insurrection.  And 
Section  three  (3)  provided  always  and  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  to 
use  the  military  force  hereby  directed  to  be  called  forth,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  forthwith  by  proclamation  command  such  insurgents  to 
disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes  within  a  limi- 
ted time." 

Act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1807:  Be  it  enacted,  &c., 
that  in  all  cases  of  insurrection  or  obstruction  to  the  laws,  either  of 
the  United  States  or  of  any  individual  State  or  Territory,  where  it  is 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  forth  the  Mili- 
tia for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  such  insurrection,  or  of  causing  the 
laws  to  be  duly  executed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  employ  for  the 
same  purposes  such  part  of  the  land   or  naval   forces   of  the    United 
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States  as  shall  be  judsjed  necessary,  having  first  observed  all    the  pre- 
requisites of  the  law  in  that  respect. 

By  command  of  General  U.  S.  Grant  : 

(Signed)         E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
(Signed)         JOHN  A.  KAWLINS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DivUM,  Assistant  AdjiUant  General. 


Bordentown,  N.  J.,  September  14,  1868. 
General  R.  C.  Drum,  Atlania,  Georgia: 

Advise  Governor  of  North  Carolina  that  I  shall  not  change  the 
disposition  of  troops  for  the  purposes  indicated  in  his  telegram.  If 
any  actual  resistance  to  law,  which  he  cannot  suppress,  occurs,  I  will 
promptly  send  the  troops,  but  until  overt  acts  occur,  I  shall  keep 
thorn  ready  for  emergencies  in  any  part  of  the  State.  The  civil  au- 
thorities nuist  attempt,  at  least,  to  preserve  the  peace.  Send  copy  of' 
telegram  to  General  Miles. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy: 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assisiani  Adjutant  General. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  22,  1868. 
To  Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  U.  S.  A . . 

Reports  relative  to  ditiicult}'  at  Camilla,  Georgia,  are  so  exaggera- 
ted that  it  is  dilheult  to  get  at  the  truth.  General  Sibley  promises  to 
send  me  report  of  investigation  as  soon  as  received.  All  accounts 
agree  that  it  was  commenced  by  white  men.  Will  I  continue  to  send 
papers  to  you. 

(Signed)         R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutajit  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.   C.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  22,  1868. 
To  Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  U.  S.  A.  : 

Lieutenant  O.  11.  Howard,  Agent  Freedmen's  Bureau,  has  just  re- 
ported, under  date  of  Septeniber  twentieth,  giving  full  account  of  the 
aftair  at  Camilla,  Georgia.  He  states  that  unk^ss  vigorous  measures 
are  instituted  and  troops  stationed  there  for  protection  of  all  parties, 
there  will  be  much  bloodshed.  He  suvs  he  cannot  restrain  the  people. 
(Signed)         R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
A  true  copy  ; 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Philadelphia,  September  22,  1868. 
General  R,  C.  Drum, : 

My  knowledge  of  Lieutenant  Howard  does  not  induce  much  im- 
portance to  his  report,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  authority  he  has  to 
restrain  any  one,  he  being,  as  I  understand,  an  agent  of  the  Freed- 
man's  Bureau.     I  am  not  disposed  to  send  troops  until  there  is  satis- 
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factory  evidence  of  the  inability  of  the  civil  authorities  to  suppress 
any  disorder,  and  until  the  proper  call  is  made  by  the  Governor  of 
the  State.  Captain  Mills  is  an  oflficer  in  whose  judgment  I  should 
place  great  reliance.  He  should  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duct and  capacity  of  the  civil  authorities,  and  to  report  whether  they 
have  done  their  duty  ;  keep  me  advised  promptly  by  telegraph,  and 
direct  General  Sibley  to  have  troops  ready  to  send,  in  case  1  should 
deem  it  proper  to  send  them.  A  telegram  will  reach  me  at  the  W  ar 
Department  to-morrow. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Philadelahia,  September  22,  1868. 
General  K  C.  Drum,  Atlanta,  Georgia: 

Send  an  otiicer  to  inquire  into  and  report  all  the  facts  connected 
with  the  riot  said,  in  this  morning's  telegram,  to  have  occurred  yes- 
terday at  Camilla,  in  Southwest  Georgia,  unless  you  have  already  re- 
liable information  on  the  subject.  Re])ly  to-day  to  this  place;  to- 
morrow to  Washington. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General, 
A  true  copy  ; 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  23,  1868, 
Major  General  George  G.  Mewle,  (care  of  War  Department): 

Your  two  telegrams  reached  me  last  night.  Your  wish  relative  to 
detail  of  Captain  Mills,  had  been  anticipated,  as  my  telegram  of  yes- 
terday will  have  informed  you.  Both  Houses  of  the  State  Legislature 
have  passed  resolutions  that  the  preseiK-e  of  troops  is  not  necf^ssary, 
and  that  the  civil  authorities  are  competent  to  take  care  of  matters. 
General  Sibley  has  been  instructed  as  you  direct. 

(Signed)          K  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
A  true  copy: 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assisfant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  September  23,  1868. 
General  Drum,  Atlanta,  Georgia: 

Call  by  telegraph  on  commanders  of  Districts  to  submit  a  project 
for  the  distribution  of  their  commands,  within  the  limits  of  their  Dis- 
tricts for  the  purpose  of  preserving  order  during  the  approaching 
Presidential  election,  and  the  political  campaign  p'receding  the  same. 
The  posts  should  not  be  less  than  a  company,  and  so  distributed  as  to 
enable  detachments  to  be  made  to  places  in  the  vicinity,  if  necessary. 
The  troops  to  be  prepared  to  go  into  camp,  if  quarters  cannot  be  tem- 
porarily hired.  The  movement  in  regard  to  supplies  and  quarters,  to 
be  considered  as  that  of  a  moveable  column — the  troops  being  held 
ready  at  any  moment  to  move  from  point  to  point  as  may  be  nec- 
essary. 
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Lot  this  call  be  answered  in  writing,  and  direct  District  comman- 
ders to  confer  with  Governors  (>i'  States 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A, 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  0.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adju'ant  General. 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  Sept.  30,  1868. 
Honorable  Secretary  of    War^  Washiv/jfon,  D.  C: 

Morning's  telegrams  announce  you  are  to  give  to-day,  to  the  Ala- 
bama delegation,  a  letter  of  instructions  addressed  to  rne.  If  this  is 
so — and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  it  is — 1  beg  you  will  send  me  a  copy 
by  telegraph,  as  it  will  aid  me  in  the  order  I^im  preparing,  distribut- 
ing the  tro<)j)S  Every  thing  is  quiet  in  the  Department,  the  Camilla 
affair  having  only  resulted  in  a  Lttle  political  riot.  I  am  awaiting  the 
report  of  investigating  otlicer  to  transmit  the  same. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjulant  General 


War  Departmi'INT,  September  30,  1868. 
[Received  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  30,  1868  ] 
To  Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Commanding  Department  of  the 
South  : 

The  instructions  sent  you  to-day,  consist  of  a  reference  of  the  Ala- 
bama memorial  to  you,  for  your  action,  under  the  instructions  here- 
tofore given  ;  and  with  the  Presidents  wish  that  you  exercise  within 
the  limits  of  lawful  authoritv,  full  discretion  and  preserve  the  peace. 
(Signed)        J.    M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Secretary  of   War. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.   0.    DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  (General. 


Columbia,  S.  C,  October  3,  1868. 
Received  at  Atlanta.  Georgia,  October  3,  1868. 
Major  General   George  G.    Meade,    Commanding: 

Since  writing  affairs  are  greatly  aggravated.  Several  wanton  mur- 
ders hav(i  been  committed.  A  State  Senator,  on  his  way  home,  was 
met  by  a  mob  at  Chester  last  night,  who  threatened  his  life  if  he  at- 
tempted to  proceed,  and  he  was  compelled  to  return.  Armed  men 
patrol  the  roads.  The  civil  authorities  are  ])Ovverless  to  enforce  the 
laws.  Instructions  to  General  Romford  are  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  supremacy  of  the  State  government. 

(Signed)  R.  K.  SCOTT, 

Governor. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.   C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Atlanta,  Geobgia,  October  3,  1868. 
R.  K.  Scott,   Governor,  Columbia,  South  Carolina: 

Colonel  Bomford  under  date  of  September  15,  was  furnished  with 
the  instructions  received  by  me  from  the  War  Department.  I  have 
no  authority  to  employ  the  troops  except  under  the  conditions  speci- 
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fied  in  the  letter  from  the  War  Department,  dated  August  25,  a  copy 
of  which  will  be  sent  by  mail,  and  which  you  can  see  by  asking  Colo- 
nel Bomfoid,  as  it  was  sent  to  him  on  the  loth  instant.  I  shall  in  a 
few  days  issue  an  order  distributing,  till  after  the  election,  the  troops 
under  Colonel  Bomford's  command — but  they  will  not  be  able  to  act, 
except  under  the  prescribed  conditions  given  and  when  duh^  called  on 
in  the  mode  indicated  in  the  instructions. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.   MEADE, 

Major  General, 
A  true  copy  : 

R,  C.  DRUM,  Assisia7ii  Adjutant  General. 


Atlanta,  Gkorgia,  October  6,  1868. 
Qrneral  Grant,  Washington,  D.  C: 

I  forward  an  outline  of  an  order  to  be  at  once  issued,  on  which  I 
desire  the  comments  of  yourself.  Secretary  of  War  and  the  President. 
I  am  of  opinion  the  moral  effect  of  this  order,  and  the  distribution  of 
troops  will  tend  greatly  to  allay  existing  excitements,  and  to  remove 
some  existing  delusions.  In  connection  with  this  measure,  it  would 
have  a  very  beneficial  effect,  if  a  movement  could  be  made — say  of 
one  or  two  companies  to  each  of  the  following  places  : — Raleigh,  Co- 
lumbia, Atlanta  and  Montgomery,  to  act  as  reserves  until  after  the 
election.  The  mere  arrival  and  passage  through  the  country  will 
have  a  great  effect,  as  indicating  the  determination  of  the  authorities 
at  Washington  to  sustain  me. 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 


The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  order  referred  to  : 

HEADQUARTERS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 
Atlanta  Gkokgia,  October  8,  1868. 

GENERAL   ORDERS ) 

y  (Extract.) 

No.  27.  ) 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  approved 
March  2d,  1865,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  military  authority  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  at  the  polls  at  any  election  that  may  be  held  in  any  of 
the  States  ;  and  W/te7^eas,  this  duty  has  become  the  more  imperative, 
from  the  existing  political  excitement  in  the  public  mind,  from  the 
recent  organization  of  civil  government,  and  from  the  fact  that  Con- 
gress has  by  statute  prohibited  the  organization  of  military  forces  in 
the  several  States  of  this  Department,  it  is  therefore  ordered, 
*  *  *  * 

VIII.  District  commanders  will  instruct  post  commanders  in  their 
duties,  and  the  relative  position  of  the  civil  and  military  powers. 
They  will  furnish  them  Avith  copies  of  the  circulars  from  these  Head- 
quarters, of  August  25,  and  October  1st  ult. ,  (the  latter  of  which  was 
forwarded  September  15,  to  District  Commanders,)  in  which  the  in- 
structions of  the  War  Department  are  set  forth  in  full.  They  will 
impress  on  post  commanders  that  they  are  to  act  in  aid  and  co-opera- 
tion, and  in  subordination  to  the  civil  authorities  ;  that  they  are  to 
exercise  discretion  and  judgment,  unbiased  by  political  or  other  pre- 
judices; that  their  object  should  be  exclusively  to   preserve  the  peace 
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and  uphold  law  and  order,  and  the}'  must  be  satisfied  such  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  civil  officer  calling  on  them  for  aid,  that  they  must  in  all 
cases  where  time  will  permit,  apply  for  instruction  to  superior  author- 
ity, but  they  must  at  all  hazards  preserve  the  peace,  and  not  be  re- 
strained by  technical  points,  when,  in  their  conscientious  judgment 
under  the  rules  above  sot  forth,  it  is  their  duty  to  act.  Post  "Com- 
manders  on  being  notified  of  the  proposed  holding  of  political  meet- 
ings, may  send  an  otficor,  and  if  necessary  a  detachment,  to  watch  the 
proceedings  and  see  that  the  peace  is  preserved. 

IX.  To  the  people  of  the  several  States  composing  the  Department, 
the  Major  General  commanding  appeals  that  they  will  co-operate  with 
him  and  the  civil  authcjrities  in  sustaining  law  and  order,  in  preser- 
ving the  peace  and  in  avoiding  those  scenes  of  riot  and  bloodshed, 
and  the  wanton  destruction  of  property  and  life,  which  has  already, 
in  some  instances,  been  enacted  in  theDepartment.  He  urges  absti- 
nence from  all  inflammatory  and  incendiary  appeals  to  the  passions; 
discountenancing  the  keeping  oj)en  of  liquor  shops  on  days  of  political 
meetings  and  of  election  ;  the  abstaining  from  carrying  arms,  and  as- 
serting the  individual  right  of  construing  laws  by  force  of  arms.  No 
just  cause  is  ever  advanced  b}-  resort  to  violence.'  Let  there  be  chari- 
ty and  forbearance  among  political  opponents,  whatever  may  be  the 
result;  let  each  good  citizen  determine,  that  all  who,  under  the  law, 
have  the  right  to  the  ballot,  shall  exercise  it  undisturbed.  If  there  are 
disputed  points  of  law,  let  them  be  referred  to  the  courts,  and  let  not 
mobs  or  political  clubs,  or  other  irresponsible  bodies,  construe  and 
undertake  to  execute  the  law.  This  ap])eal  is  made  in  the  earnest 
hope  that  the  Major  General  Commanding  can  rely  on  the  good  sense 
and  correct  judgment  of  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  that  he  will  not 
be  compelled  to  resort  to  the  exercise  of  the  power  with  which  he  is 
intrusted,  and  which  he  will  most  reluctantly  employ.  But  he  thinks 
it  his  duty  to  make  known,  that  so  far  as  the  power  under  his  com- 
mand will  admit,  he  will  not  permit  the  peace  to  be  broken,  and  that 
he  will  not  be  restrained  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of  his  duty  by 
technicalities  of  laws  made  when  the  present  anomalous  condition  of 
atfairs  were  neither  anticipated  or  provided  for. 
By  ORDER  OF  Major  General  Meape  : 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
A  true  copy:  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  8,  1868. 
Received  Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  8,  18()8. 
To  Major   General  Meade,    Commanding   Military  Department  of  the 
South : 

Your  dispatch  of  October  6,  has  been  submitted  to  the  General  of 
the  Army,  the  Secretary  of  War  and  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  General  a|)proves  vour  proposed  order.  The  President 
and  Secretary  of  War  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  add  any  thing  to 
the  instructions  heretofore  given  you,  believing  those  instructions 
ample  for  vour  government. 

(Signed)  E   D.  TOWNSEND, 

A  true  copy  :  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjiita7it  General. 


OF  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  DEPARTMENTS  ON  DUTY  AT  HEAD- 
QUARTERS THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT  AND  DEPART- 
MENT OF  THE  SOUTH. 


Statement  showing  the  amount  of  labor  clone  at  Headquarters, 
Third  Military  District  and  Department  of  the  South,  from  January 
1,  18G8,  to  November  1,  1868,  not  including  papers  specially  relating 
to  Registration,  elections,  appointment  to  office,  &c.,  pertaining 
to  Civil  Bureau : 

Number  of  letters  received , 5,432 

Number  of  miscellaneous  papers  (Inspection  reports  of  proper- 
t}'-,  certificates  of  disability,    furloughs,    &c.,)    received   and 

acted  upon ,, ...2,026 

Number  of  letters  sent 1,883 

Number  of  endorsements 6,084 

Number  of  General  Orders  issued ,140 

Number  of  Special  Orders  issued 239 

A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Office  of  Judge  Advocate, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  Nov.  1,  1868. 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  R.  C.  Drum,  U.  S.  Army,  Assistant  Adjtdant 
General,  Department  of  the  South. 

General: — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the 
number  of  cases  tried  in  the  Third  Military  District  from  January  1, 
1868,  to  July  31,  1868,  and  in  the  Department  of  the  South  from  Au- 
gust 1,  1868,  to  October  31,  1868. 

The  nine  cases  reported  as  "trial  commenced  but  not  completed" 
were  the  nine  prisoners  charged  with  the  murder  of  G.  W.  Ashburn, 
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whose  trial  was  commenced  on  the  29th  of  June,  1868,  but  was  sus- 
pended July  21,  1868,  after  the  prosecution  and  a  portion  of  the  de- 
fence were  completed,  owing  to  "  the  probable  immediate  admission  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  consequent  cessation  of  military  auihority," 
and  the  prisoners  were  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities.  (See 
General  Orders  No.  12,  current  series.  Headquarters  Department  of 
the  South.) 

The  two  cases  tried  by  Military  Commission,  "awaiting  the  action 
of  the  President,''  are  those  of  Henry  Moyatt,  Private  Company  B, 
16th  Infantry,  and  David  Cameron,  Private  Company  C,  5th  Cavalry, 
charged  with  murder.  The  first  of  these  cases  was  forwarded  July  18, 
18G8,  and  the  latter  July  20,  1868. 

The  only  prisoner  tried  by  a  Military  Commission  in  the  Third 
Military  District,  now  undergoing  punishment,  is  William  J.  Eran- 
nen,  found  guilty  of  "voluntary  manslaughter,"  (General  Orders  No. 
95,  Headquarters  Third  Military  District,  scries  1868,)  who  was,  how- 
ever, sent  to  the  Penitentiary  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and,  on  the  cessa- 
tion of  military  authority,  was  turned  over  to  the  State  authorities. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)         WM.  H.  SMYTH, 
Capt.  \Wi  Infantry,  Bvi.  Maj.  U.  S.  A.,  Acting  Judge  Advocate. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Ass'istaal  Adjuianf  General 
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Statement  of  Reeeipts  and  Expenditures  under  the  Recon- 
structlon  Acts,  in  the  Third  Military  District,  from  May  21, 
18G7,  to  November  5,  1868. 


1867. 

May  21 
Aug.   30 


18G7. 
Dec.  31 


RECEIPTS. 
Amount  cash  received  to  Dec.  31,  18G7,  aa  follows 

R'ceiveil  from  U.  S.  Treasurer,        .... 
UeceiviMl  from  U.  S.  Treasurer,     .      .        .        .      - 

Tutiil  received  to  December  31,  1867, 

EXPENSES. 

Amotnit  expended  to  date  aa  follows: 

I'ay  I'f  civil  fniployeos,        ...... 

Mi]f.i<?o  and  transportation.  -  ... 

Sfatioiiery  and  printing;,        -  .  .        .        . 

Postage  and  ti-l'grapliing,         -  .  -         - 

OtticK  rent  and  fnrnifnre.       -        -  ... 

Horses  anil  eqmpnieiit-*,     ..... 

VVa-JTon  and  harness,       ....  .        . 

Foragf, -         • 

Fuel  and  liijht, 

Total  ex|>ens.'S  to  December  31, 18G7, 

Bilance  on  hnnd  .January  1,  18(;8,     - 


Doll'8. 

C. 

Doll's. 

C. 

97  222 

22 

78,1U 

79 

175,337 

01 

120..390 

G9 

10.2(12  30 

24  6G3  99 

3,(;78  17 

2.125  73 

l,r)24  40 

4.50 

85 

101 

77 

58 

45 

172,256 

37 

3.080 

64 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  from  January  1,  1868,  to  Novem- 
ber 5,  1868. 


RECEIPTS. 

Doll's. 

C.  Doll's. 

C. 

18G8. 

.Jan.  I 

Bilance  cash  on  hand.            -            -            -        - 

3,080 

64 

March  1 

R.ceivi'd  from  U   S.  Treasurer, 

97,000 

April  10 

R-ceived  f..r  .Hide  of  property. 

589 

May  1 

KeC'•i^  ed  of  D.  G.  Curtis  on  account  fine  imposed  by 
Jliliiaiy  C>>mmissi>n,            .... 

300 

June  16 

Received  from  U.  S.  Treasurer, 

87,701 

55 

Julv  IG 

Received  on  account  sale  of  pioperty, 

20 

Sept.  9 

Receivi'd  on  account  sale  of  property, 

Total  receipts,            -            -            ... 

63 

74 

185,674 

29 

188,754 

93 

EXPENSES. 

Pav  of  civil  employee,^,            .... 

104,072 

12 

Trausportariun  and  mileage. 

17,085 

51 

Stationery  and  printing,            ... 

6,572 

Pontage  au'l  telegraphing,             .... 

3,6.59 

28 

Office  rent  and  furniture,        .... 

3.141 

57 

Fuel  and  light, 

224 

12 

Forage.            

634 

73 

Wagon  harness,  &c.,            -        -            -        - 

122 

08 

Military  commission,            .... 

14.180 

Piinting  pre.s8  and  material, 

1.17G 

52 

Mis.-ellane()us,             .... 

154 

31 

Revenue  tax  to  credit  of  U.  S., 

Total  expended,            .... 
Bilance  Nov.  5th,            -              .            .            - 

30O 

34 

151,322 

58 

37,432 

35 

1868. 

Nov.  5 

Balance  on  hand  tranflfd  to  Maj.  J.  W.  Nicholls, 

37,432 

35 

1>.68. 
Nov.  5 
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RECAPITULA  TION 


Dolls.jC 


185,674 1 29 


Total  amount  received  from  May  21,  1867,  to  Decem- 
ber 31, 1867,  .  .  -  -  - 

Total  ainoniit  received  from  January  1,  1868,  to  No- 
vember 5,  1868,  -  .  -  .  . 

Total  receipts,  ....  361.011 

Total  amount  expended  from  May  21,  1867.  to  Dectni 
berSl,  1867, 

Total  amount  expended  from  January  1. 1S68,  to  No 

vember  5,  1868, 1 151 .322  581 

Total  expended,  .... 

Balance  ou  hand  transferred  to  Maj.  J.  W.  Nicholls, 


Doll': 


30 


37.432  35 


(Signed)         E.  D.  JUDD, 

Paymaster    U.   S.    A.^ 

.I)lsbii7'slng  Officer  ClvU  Fund. 


A  true  copy : 

R.  C.   DRUM,   Assistayit  Adjutant  General, 


ig^*  The  rejyorts  of  the  Chief  Quartermaster,  Chief  Commis- 
sary and  Medical  Director,  relating  to  the  mere  routine  of  their 
depart7nent8,  are  omitted. 
8 


A.T?T*J^1ST>TJL 


The  foregoing  comiirises  the  documents  accompanying 
Major  General  Meade's  annual  report  to  the  General-in-Chief ; 
but  that  his  position  on  questions  arising  during  his  adminis- 
tration, referred  to  incidentally  in  his  report,  may  be  more 
fully  understood,  the  following  documents  and  orders  are 
published  for  the  information  of  the  reader. 


[^The  question  as  to  the  ellc/ibility  of  certain  persons  proposed 
as  candidates  for  Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  having  been 
submitted  to  Major  General  Meade,  the  following  letter  was 
addressed  by  him  to  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army  on  that 
subject  /] 

HEADQUAETERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
{Department  of  Georgia,  Florida^  and  Alabama.) 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  April  16,  1808. 
General  U.  S,  Grant,  Commanding  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

(iKXERAi. :— The  Georgi:i  Convention,  in  its  ordin:ince  requiring  the 
election  of  Federiil  luul  State  offi<'erson  the  same  days  as  the  election  for 
ratification,  provided  as  follows  : 

•'And  Mi'jor  General  Meade  is  r;'speelfully  requested  to  give  the  neces- 
sary ord(!rs' to  cari-y  into  efteet  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  cause  due 
returns  to  be  made",  antl  certificates  of  election  to  issue  by  the  proper 
ollicer>." 

This  duty  of  issuing  certificates  of  election  vvas  one  1  should  never  vol- 
untarily have  assumed;  but,  unfortunately,  my  attention  was  not  called 
to  it  till  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention,  too  late  to  have  the 
ordinance  modified,  and  have  the  returns  sent  either  to  the  President  of 
tlx!  Convention,  as  was  the  case  in  Alabama,  or  to  a  Board  of  Canvassers, 
as  is  provided  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Florida  Convetition.  The  objection 
to  discharging  this  duty  is  that  it  impose,  on  me  the  necessity  of  enquir- 
ing into  the  qualifications  and  eligibility  of  those  officers,  who  are  not 
members  of  bodies  competent  themselves  to  adjust  such  questions,  as,  for 
instance,  the  Governor.  On  the  third  instant,  a  letter  was  handed  to  me 
by  a  committee  of  gentlemen,  asking  of  me  an  expression  of  opinion  on  a 
given  statement  of  facts,  as  to  the  eligibility  of  the  Hon.  1>.  Irwin,  as  a 
candidate  f.-r  Governor,  to  which  letter  I  replied,  giving  my  opinion,  and 
stating  that  if  a  person,  with  such  a  status,  were  elected,  I  should  not 
feel  myself  authorized  to  permit  him  to  take  office.  I  considered  that,  iu 
view  of  the  duty  imposed  on  me  by  the  Convention,  it  was  due  to  the 
voters  of  the  State,  if  I  had  settled  opinions  and  would  be  governed  by 
them,  that  I  ought  not  to  decline  making  them  public  in  advance  of  being 
required  to  act,  though  I  now  regret  I  did  not  assume  this  position  and 
decline. 

A  copy  of  my  letter  in  reply,  and  of  the  one  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of 
Judge  Irwin,  are  herewith  transmitted. 

The  consequence  of  this  letter  was  the  withdrawal  of  Judge  Irwin, 
and  the  putting  in  nomination,  by  another  party,  of  General  Gordon, 
whose  friends  likewise  addressed  me  a  letter,  enquiring  as  to  his  qualifi- 
cations under  the  acts  of  Congress.  Finding  General  Gordon  had  never 
held  office  before  the  rebellion,  had  never  taken  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  before  entering  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate 
States,  I  concluded  that  he  was  not  excluded  by  the  14th  Article  Consti- 
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tutional  Aniendmont,  which,  in  my  judgment  thHi,  and  now,  was  the 
test  of  which  (lualitications  forottice  holders  was  to  he  tested. 

Correspondence  in  the  case  ot  General  Gordon  likewise  transmitted. 
Findinsr  tlie  publicity  of  the  fact  that  I  had  to  issue  certificates  of  elec- 
tion  and  to  decide  on  the  eliu'ibility  of  c:uulidates,  was  involving  me  in 
letters  from  almost  every  can<lidate,  I  thought  proper  to  issue  an  order, 
copy  herewith  transmitted,  announcing  the  points  of  the  lieconstruclion 
acts  bearing  on  the  qualification  for  ottice,  and  stating  whatothces  would 
be  voted  for.  In  preparing  this  order,  I  ailvised  with  the  Acting  Judge 
Advocate  General  of  the  Army,  on  duty  at  these  Headquarters,  whose 
clear  judgment  on  such  points  has  been  ol  great  assistance  to  me  and  on 
which  I  have  princii)al!y  dependfd  since  being  here.  Since  the  nomina- 
tion of  General  Gordon,  hix  eligil)ility  under  the  Reconstruction  laWs  has 
been  impeacited  on  the  ground  that,  until  the  State  is  admitted  to  rei)re- 
sentation,  all  government  is  oidy  provisional,  and  that  no  one  can  be 
elected  or  appointed  to  office  under  any  provisional  government  unless 
they  can  take  the  test  oath. 

This  point  is  very  ingeniously  argued  by  one  opposed  politically  to 
General  Gordon,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  enclosed  extract  from 
a  paper  published  here.  It  this  point  is  fairly  rai-ed,  my  opinion  of 
April  4,  and  subsequent  order,  are  both  wrong;  but  I  am  not  disposed 
to  acquiesce  in  its  correctness,  and  for  the  following  reasons  :  — 

First,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  from  a  careful  perusal  ot  the  several  FiCcon- 
stru>  tion  acts,  that  the  olKcers  elected  under  the  Consl^itutions  framed  in 
accordance  with  these  act-;,  were  not  considered,  or  intended  to  be  con- 
sidered, as  provisional  governments,  within  the  meaning  of  this  term  as 
used  in  section  J)  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1«0T;  nor  are  they  to  b'^  considered 
<Ms  elected  inulor  any  so-called  State  authority,"  as  referred  to  in  section 
9,  act  of  July  19,  ISOT. 

Tln-y  are  elected  to  office  under  the  authority  of  the  Heconstruetion 
acts  themselves,  and  are  not  entitled  to  hold  office  until  all  the  steps  re- 
quired by  said  acts  are  fully  complied  with,  and  the  only  qualification 
for  holding  office,  is  the  qualification  required  by  the  14th  Article  Con- 
stitutional Amendment.  This  has  been  my  opinion  since  first  taking 
command,  and  so  fully  impressed  was  I  with  it,  that  prior  to  the  Ala- 
bama election,  I  urged  the  postponement  of  the  election  of  State  and 
County  officers,  until  atter  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  Congress, 
on  the  ground  that,  until  the  State  was  restored  to  its  proper  relations, 
these  ortices  had  no  exi>tence,  and  did  not  require  to  be  filled  by  ehcto:!. 
It  is  true  those  elected  could  be  appointed  by  me,  as  officers  of  a  Pro- 
visional Government,  or  as  in  the  case  of  Alabama,  where  the  Constitu- 
tion failed  of  ratification,  they  could  be  legislated  into  office,  as  it  is  now 
projjosed  to  do  by  bill  in  Congress;  and  this  bill  is,  in  my  judgment,  a 
vindication  of  the  position  I  herein  assume  that  the  governnii  nts  elected 
under  the  Constitutions  submitted  to  Congress — said  Constitutions  are 
adopted  and  said  governments  go  into  operation  are  not  Provisional,  nor 
do  they  emanate  from  any  so-called  State  authority,  because  this  bill  in 
legislating  into  office  the  persons  elected,  when  the  Constitution  failed  of 
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ratifif.'ition,  distint-tly  declares  they  are  to  be  considered  a  Provisional 
Go\ eminent  and  that  the  llecon>tru(tion  Laws  are  to  continue  in  force 
until  certain  steps  are  taken.  Now  if  all  governments  ai-e  Provi>i(tnal 
till  I  he  States  is  represented,  there  was  no  occasion  for  reiterating  this 
provision;  the  reiteration  contirnis  me  in  the  oi)inion  it  was  made,  be- 
cause Congress  designed  the  governments  created  by  their  acts  to  be  con- 
sidered permanent,  and  here  being  an  exception,  viz  :  a  government  cre- 
ated i)y  Congress,  but  not  in  accordance  with  the  Reconstruction  i^cts, 
Congress  does  what  it  did  not  do  before — makes  it  provisional  gov(!rnmen 
and  snl'Jectto  the  aulhority  of  the  Di-trict  Commander.  Hence,!  conclude 
that  the  otiici  rs  to  be  elected  in  Georgia  under  the  new  Constitution  if 
they  are  not  put  into  office  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by 
Congress  and  the  adoption  by  the  State  of  the  14ih  Article,  are  not  ofhcers 
electi'd  under  any  so-called  State  authority,  and  not  therefore  required  to 
take  the  oath  prescribed  in  Sec.  9,  Act  July  19,  I8()T. 

Now  as  the  members  of  the  Legislature  will  be  called  together  either 
by  myself  or  by  the  Provisional  Governor,  in  order  to  adopt  the  14th 
Article,  this  preliminary  step  may  be  considered  as  under  a  Provisional 
Government  and  the  power  of  the  members  be  considered  as  derived  from 
my  authority,  and  therefore  by  Sec.  9,  July  19.  ISGT,  th'^se  members 
may  be  re(iui red  before  they  can  complete  this  preliminary  step  to  the 
admis>ion  of  the  State  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  in  said  section  for 
ai)poii!ti'es  of  the  District  Commander.  In  view  of  this  contingency  and 
in  order  to  set  myself  right  on  the  record,  I  issued  Order  No.  Ul,  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  transmitted.  Having  thus  given  my  reasons  for  the 
opinion  as  set  forth,  1  desire  to  add  Secondly,  that  this  opinion  has 
already  been  submitted  to  you  and  my  views  confirmed.  You  will  re- 
member that  the  ordinance  of  the  Convention  in  Florida  prescribed  that 
the  election  for  State  and  county  offlcers  should  be  held  on  the  same  day 
a^  the  constitution  was  submitted  to  the  people,  and  this  Constitution 
enfranchised  every  citizen.  This  b<'ing  before  the  recent  act  of  Congress 
authorizing  these  elections  to  be  held  in  advance  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  I  was  in  doubt  as  to  the  proper  action  to  be  pursued.  If 
the  position  maintained  by  the  writer  in  the  New  Era  is  correct  that  the 
government  elected  under  the  new  ConstitutiDU  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
Keconstruction  Act  is  a  Provisional  Government,  then  none  but  register- 
ed voters  could  vote  for  the  offices,  hence  I  telegraphed  you  as  follows  on 
February  29,  fS.S: 
General  U.  S.  Grant,    Washington,  D.  C: 

*  *  *  *  *  Is  this  election  of  officers  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  only  to  take  office  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  to  he 
considered  as  an  electii)n  for  officers  under  the  Provisional  Government 
refV-rred  to  in  Sec.  6,  of  Act  of  March  2d,  lS(i7.  and  are  non-registered 
voters  excluded  by  this  section  at  first  election  held  under  the  new  Con- 
stitution ? 
To  which  T  received  your  reply  under  date  of  March  2.  186S: 
'•  The  election  proposed  by  the  Convention  for  officers  under  the  new 
Constitution,  I  do  not  consider  as  an  elec^tion  for  officers  under  the  Pro- 
visional Government  refered  to  in  Sec.  (i,  of  Act  of  .March  2.  ISb;  " 

(Signed)         U.  S.  GRANT, 

General. 
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Subsequently,  Couo:ress  sustained  us  in  our  opinion  by  framin^r  a  bill 
authorising  elections  in  advance  of  adoption  of  Cnnstitution  and  as  pre- 
vious laws  had  defined  the  qualifications  for  voters.  Congress  to  prohibit 
the  exclusion  of  registered  voters  prescribes  that  at  these  elections  regis- 
tered voters  may  vote— Congress  airain  doing  an  act  inconsistent  with 
the  theory  of  the  writer  in  the  New  Era,  because  it  th<'  persons  elected  at 
these  elections  were  by  previous  acts  members  of  Provisional  (Jovern- 
nients,  why  reiterate  what  previous  laws  required  that  only  registered 
voters  should  vote. 

You  will  thus  perceive  that  the  opinions  given  in  the  cases  of  Judge  Ir- 
win and  General. Gordon  were  predicates!  on  the  conviction  that  the  Hth 
Article  contained  the  only  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Ifecon-truction 
acts,  and  the  correspondence  of  the  29th  February  by  telegram,  had  sel- 
tied  me  in  the  opinion  that  these  Governments  to  be  elected  were  not 
provisional,  or  to  be  considered  as  deriving  their  authority  from  any  sn- 
called  State  authority,  and  that  this  question,  f<  rtunately  for  me.  had 
been  raised  in  advance  of  its  application  to  any  individual  or  political 
consideration. 

1  have  now  given  you  a  full  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  T  be- 
came involved  in  giving  construction  to  the  laws,  and  al-o  the  construc- 
tion given,  to  which,  unless  overruled,  T  shall  adhere.  It  is  trn^.  Con- 
gress can.  St  any  moment,  pass  an  amendatory  or  explanatory  act,  whirh 
shall  reqinre  the  test  oath  to  be  taken  by  persons  elected  under  the  new 
Constitution,but  1  should  greatly  regret  such  action  for  two  reason-^. /?'6-^, 
that  it  would  be  considered  as  an  additional  condition,  and  imposed  tor 
special  purposes;  secondly.  M  will  be  very  difficult  to  carry  out,  as  I 
have  already  advised  you  at  the  time  it  was  proposed  to  require  a  com- 
plete change  in  office  holders.  'I'he  question,  however,  is  important,  and 
should  be  settled.  It  evidently  has  never  been  understood  in  the  light 
that  is  now  attempted  to  be  thrown  on  it,  for,  if  it  had,  the  members  of 
the  Constitutional  Conventions  should  certainly  have  been  re(niired  to 
take  the  test  oath,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  it  was  ever  re(iuired  of  any  of 
them.  Elections  are  now  coming  otT  both  in  this  State  and  Florida,  and 
pending  bill  in  Congress  requires  those  elected  recently  in  Alabama  to  be 
installetl  in  office.  The  question  is.  are  all  these  officers,  under  existing 
laws,  required  to  take  the  test  oath,  those  in  Alal)ama  being  meml^ers  of 
a  Provisional  Government,  as  declared  by  statute,  I  presume  will  be  re- 
quired, but  1  see  no  reason  those  in  Georgia  and  Florida  should  be  so  re- 
quired. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General* 

A  true  copy : 

K.  C.  DKUM,  Assisianl  Adjutant  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD    MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
(Deprtrtmeiit  of  Georgia,  Floridfi  &  Alabiima,) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,   April  15,  1868. 

GENERAL    ORDERS ' 


No.  61. 

I.  General  Orders  No.  52,  issued  from  these  Headquarters  on  the 
subject  of  eligibility  to  office,  have  reference  only  to  the  qualifications 
for  holding  office  under  the  new  constitution  of  this  State,  should  it 
be  ratified,  and  aft(;r  the  State  should  be  adniifed  to  representation 
in  the  (Jongress  of  th(^  United  States  as  provided  for  in  the  recon- 
struction acts, 

II.  The  question  having  been  submitted  whether  the  members  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  to  be  elected  next  week,  will  be 
required,  before  entering  upon  their  duties,  to  take  what  is  commonly 
called  "the  test  oath,'"  the  Commanding  General  is  of  opinion 
that,  inasmuch  as  said  General  Assembly,  sliould  the  constitution  now 
submitted  to  the  people  of  this  State  be  ratified  by  them,  and  be  ap- 
proved by  Congress,  is  required  to  convene  and  adopt  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  designated  as 
"Article  XIV,"'  before  the  State  can  be  admitted  to  representation  in 
Congress;  it  may  be  decided  that  the  members  of  said  G<'neral  Assem- 
bly are,  while  taking  this  j)reliminary  action,  olhcers  of  a  pr<»vision- 
al  government  and  as  such  required,  under  the  'Jth  section  of  the  Act 
of  Congress  of  July  19,  1867,  to  take  "the  test  oath."  That  oath  is  as 
follows  : 

"I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  have  never  volun- 
tarily borne  arms  against  the  United  States  since  I  have  been  a  citi- 
zen thereof;  that  I  have  voluntarily  given  no  aid,  countenance;,  coun- 
sel or  encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility  thereto  ; 
that  I  have  neither  sought,  nor  accepted,  nor  attempted  to  exercise 
the  functions  of  an}'  office,  whatever,  under  any  authority,  or  ])reten- 
ded  authority,  in  hostility  to  the  United  States  ;  that  I  have  not  yiel- 
ded a  voluntary  sui)port  to  any  {pretended  government,  autliority, 
power,  or  constitution,  within  tiie  United  States,  hostile  or  inimical 
thereto.  And  I  do  further  swear  (or  affirm)  that,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  ability,  I  will  support  and  defend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  against  all  enemies,  foreign  and  domestic;  that  I 
will  bear  true  taith  and  allegiance  to  the  same;  that  I  take  this  obli- 
gation freely,  without  any  mental  reserv.'ition  or  purpose  of  evasion  ; 
ana  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  on 
which  I  am  about  to  enter.  So  help  me  God." 
Bv  order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 

(Signed)         R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjidayit  General. 

In  answer  to  the  foi'egolng  letter^  the  following  telegram  was  re- 
ceived : 

HEADQUARTERS  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  29,  1868. 
Major  General  George   G.  Meade,   Commanding   Third  Military  Dis- 
trict : 
I  have  carefully  read  your  letter  of  16th  April,  and  its  enclosures. 
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I  SCO  notliing  in   them  to  change  my  opinion  as  expressed  to  you  in 
my  dispatch  of  March  2,  1808. 

"Th(!  othcers  olecled  under  the  new  Constitution  of  Geor<ria,  are  not 
officers  of  the  Provisioiuil  Government  referred  to  in  tiic  Reconstruc- 
tion Acts,  nor  arc  they  offic(!rs  eh'cted  under  any  so-called  State  au- 
thority, and  are  not  therefore  required  to  take  the  oalh  pre>cribed  in 
section  nine,  .Act  of  July  19,  18(i7.  The  cliiiibility  to  liold  office inust 
be  determined  hy  the  new  Constitution,  and  the  Amendment  to  tho 
Constitution  of  tile  United  States,  desiij;nated  as  Article  Fourteen. 

(8ij;-ned)         U.  S.  GiiANT, 

Ueneral. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.   C.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


COEEESPOroENCE   EELATIYE  TO   THE   OEGANIZATION 
OP    THE   GEOEGIA   LEGISLATUEE. 


Atlanta,  Geokgta,  July  P,  18C8. 
Major   General   George  G.  Meade^  Coinniandlng   Third  Military  Dis- 
trict : 

GENEK.4L  : — A  joint  committee  of  the  General  Assend)ly  waited  upon 
me  at  ten  oVlock  this  morning,  and  made  official  notification  that  the 
two  Houses  had  perfected  their  orgardzation  by  the  election  of  officers, 
and  now  waited  any  communication  that  the  authorities  might  desire  to 
make  :  To  vhich  I  replied — expressing  gratification  at  the  informatioa 
thus  conveyed— that  I  would  comnninicate  the  facts  to  the  Major  Gen- 
eral Commanding  the  Third  jNIilitary  District,  and  upon  receiving  his 
orders  would  communicate  with  the  General  Assembly. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  inform  the  General  Commanding,  that  it  is  al- 
leged that  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  who 
were  declared  elected,  are  not  eligible  to  their  seats  under  the  Act  of 
Congress  of  June  25,  1868,  by  reason  of  their  having  taken  an  official 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  afterwards 
giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  States.  It  is  also 
alleged  that  one  or  more  of  the  officers  elected  by  that  body,  are  pro- 
hibited from  holding  office  by  the  jtrovisions  of  the  same  act, 

I  am  not  advised,  that  any  action  has  been  taken  by  either  House,  to 
nscertain  the  eligibility  of  its  members  or  of  its  officers  ;  indeed,  I  be- 
lieve that  no  such  action  has  been  taken. 

Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)        RUFCS  B.  BULLOCK. 

Provisional  Governor., 
A  true  copy : 

IX.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


IIEADQUARTEKS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTHICT, 

Atlanta,  Gk()i;gia.  July  8,  18B8. 
To  Ills  Excellency  R.  B.  Bullock,  Proxlsioiiai  Governor  of  Georgia. 

GovEKNOii; — 1  have  ta  aoknuwk'dj^e  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  advising  me  that  you  liave  been  otBcially  ii»f()iined  that  the 
two  Houses  of  tlie  L;\2;jshiture  had  perf(!cted  their  ()ri:;a nidation,  and 
were  awaiting  any  conuniinieation  you  might  have  to  make,  and  that 
accordingly  you  referred  to  me  lor  instructions.  In  reply  I  bog  leave 
to  state,  that  I  have  no  instructions  to  give  you,  further  than  t<>  make 
known  that,  in  my  judgment,  neiilier  House  is  oiganized  legally  un- 
til they  have  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  tlie  lieconstruction 
acts,  and  the  act  which  became  a  law  June  "lb.  18)8,  all  of  which 
prohibit  any  one  liolding  an  Ditice  under  the  State  who  is  excluded  by 
sedition  '6  of  the  Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  known  as  AitiJeli. 
'I'liat  this  view  is  not  a  novel  one  with  me,  and  does  not  arise  from  any 
consideration  but  my  desire  to  execute  the  laws,  wiil  be  clearly  seen 
by  referoice  to  the  accompanying  General  Order  Ko,  52,  of  April  6, 
1808,  in  which  I  announced  to  tiie  peo])le  of  Georgia  and  canilidates 
for  election,  my  views  of  the  eligibility  of  candidates  under  the  laws 
of  Congress  It  is  not  my  pur])ose  tt)  dictate  to  the  twt>  Houses  how 
or  when  they  will  J»pl*'y  ^^^^"^  ^^'^^  ^"  ^^^^'  s-  veral  m''mh(>rs.  Ordinarily 
each  House  is  undoubtedly  the  judg3  of  the  qualifications  of  its  mem- 
bers, but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  .lie  li<-Lri>i!Hiire,  until  the  State  is 
admitted  by  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  tlie  acts  of  Congress, 
is  only  provisional,  and  suiject  t(^  ukj  autnoiiiy  of  the  District  com- 
mander, and  in  view  of  the  further  fact  that  it  is  my  duty,  so  long  as 
military  g(n-ernment  exists,  to  see  taat  the  laws  be  faithfully  execu- 
ted, I  feel  constrained  to  say  that  I  cannot  recognize  any  act  of  the 
Legislature  as  valid,  nor  allow  the  same  to  be  exi'cuted,  until  satis- 
factory evidence  is  ]-)roduc"d  that  all  ivrsons  excluded  bv  ih"iUh  Ar- 
ticle are  deprived  of  their  seats  or  offices  in  both  Houses.  You  h  ive 
been  furnished  from  th  se  H  'a(l(piarier<,  for  transmisrion  to  the 
rcspectivfl  Houses,  the  documents  in  the  cases  of  several  members 
whose  seats  ai'e  coiiteste<i  on  .nis  ground,  and  there  is,  doubtless, 
other  information  tipon  tlie  same  subject.  jMy  only  object  now  is, 
that  you  may  communicate  these  views  to  both  Houses,  leaving  to 
each  to  take  such  action  as  it  may  deem  suitable  and  proper. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Mgued)         Gi^>niGi<:  G.   .\IEADE, 

Major  GentraU  Commanjling. 
A  true  copv  : 

E.  C.  J)VJ:^1,  Asslsiant  A'ljutanl  General 


Atlanta,  Geokgiv,  July  17,  1863. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Cominandbvj  Third  M'dila'i-y  District,  At- 

Innia,  Georgia. 
General  : 

1  herewith  transmit  the  resolution  of  the  Seimte  and  the  reports  of  the 
majority  and  tlie  minority  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Senate  to 
investigate  and  report  vipou  the  eligibility  of  Senators  and  Officers  un- 
der the  Act  of  Congress  of  June  25ih,  IBilH. 

The  miaovity  report  Senators  John  C.  Richardson,  B.  R.  McCutchin, 
Joshua  Grifiin',  J.  J.  Collier.  W.  1].  Jones,  J.  H.  McWhorter,  C.  i{. 
^loove,  John  Harris  and  E.  D.  Graham  ;  and  Officers  E.  Thorn  and  J, 
G.  W.  Mills,  as  ineligible. 
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Of  these,  SenatorvS  eTohu  C.  Richardson,  Joshua  G}ilian.  "W.  B.  Jones> 
J,  H.  McWhorter  aud  John  Harris,  ailtl  Officer  J.  G.  W.  Mills  have  been 
relieved  bj'  Congress,  thus  leaving  Beuatcn-s  B.  Ji.  McCutchin,  J.  J. 
(lollier.  C.  R.  Moore  and  E.  D.  Grahnm,  and  Officer  E.  Tho  n,  ineligi- 
ble, and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  minority,  not  entitled  to  seats  or  office. 

The  report  of  the  nisjjority  is  in  favor  of  the  eligibility  of  all  the  Sen- 
ators and  Offi-ers,  and  is  hr-vewith  j^resentcd,  with  the  evidence  upon 
which  the  Committee  bise  their  report. 

Alter  carefully  reviewing  this  evidence,  the  following  endorsements 
are  m.ide,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Commanding  General  is  re- 
spectlully  invited  :— 

By  the  abstract  of  the  examination  of  Senator  Graham,  of  the  Third 
District,  he  states  that  he  served  a  ,year  and  a  luilf,  or  two  years,  us 
Fosfmasler,  but  fails  to  remember  whether  or  not  he  took  an  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  afterwards  partici- 
pated in  the  Kebellion  By  the  taws  of  Congress,  persons  sixteen 
years  of  age  and  older,  are  allowed  to  qualify  as  Postmaster  :  and,  in 
this  capacity,  are  in  the  eye  the  law,  '*  Officers  of  the  United  States.'* 

Senator  Moore,  Twelfth  District,  by  his  own  evidence,  was  Ordinary 
of  Webster  County,  in  this  State,  prior  to  the  War  ;  and  as  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  made  it  his  duty  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  the  presumption  of  law  is,  that  he  did 
tike  the  cath,  notwithstanding  his  failure  to  recollect  the  fact.  His  own 
statemeut  further  shows  that  he  held  this  othce  before,  and  for  three 
years  during  the  war.      He  is  therefore  clearly  ineligible. 

Ihe  case  of  Senator  McCutchin,  of  the  Forty-fourth  District,  is  this: 
He,  prior  to  the  war  held  an  office,  and  took  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  during  the  war  held  an  office 
under  the  ttiale  Government,  '-created  by  law  for  the  administration  of 
a  general  law  of  the  State;"  hence,  having  held  an  otHce  under  a  State 
engaged  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  he  must  necessarily 
have  given  *'aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof  "-and  therefore, 
under  the  third  section  of  the  XIV  Article,  and  the  sixth  s>-ction  of  the 
Supplenjentary  Acts  of  July  19th,  1(SG7,  he  is  clearly  ineligible.  That 
this  view  must  have  been  taken  of  the  matter  by  the  Senator  himself,  is 
shown  by  the  evidence  of  T.  J.  Job,  who  was'(]lerk  of  the  Board  of 
Registration  in  the  Senator's  District.  The  Senator,  according  to  the 
testimony,  came  before  the  Board  three  times,  and  each  time  declined 
to  register,  because  he  did  not  think  he  could  take  the  oath;  but,  with- 
in the  fonrteen  days  prior  to  the  election,  and  affer  he  hadbten  nominated 
as  a  candidate,  he  did  take  the  oath  and  was  registered. 

Senator  Collier,  of  the  Fourteenth  District,  by  his  own  evidence,  held 
an  offic'  and  took  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  previous  to  the  war;  but,  in  his  own  opinion,  did  not  give  aid  or 
comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof;  although,  he  aided  his  sons,  who  were 
engaged  in  rebellion.  Further, he  produces  a  pardon,  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  which  could  not  have  been  obtained  without  a 
previous  admission  upon  the  part  c  f  the  Senator  thd  he  had  been  e  igaged 
in  rebellion  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  or  given  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof.  In  the  Supplementary  Reconstruction 
Act  of  July  19th.  18^7.  section  seven,  executive  pardon,  or  amnesty,  is 
not  allowed  to  invest  the  party  receiving  such  pardon  with  the  right  to 
votr. 

Senator  Jones,  of  Thirteenth  District,  from  the  evidence  presented, 
would  be  deemed  ineligible;  but  I  have  official  information  in  my  pos- 
session, that  he  has  been  relieved  of  his  disabilities  by  Congress. 
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Senator  Holfomb,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  District,  nccordinp  to  his  ovra 
Rtatement,  did  not  hold  any  ofno* previous  to  the  war  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion, wonhl  make  him  inehgihle  under  the  law,  although  it  has  been  re- 
presented to  mo  that  under  the  laws  of  South  Carohna  the  offi<-ers  of 
U)ilitia  were  executive  ofhcers.  created  by  :^  law  of  that  State,  having 
charge  of  the  patrol  of  the  District  iiml  other  executive  duties  lor  the 
"  administration  ot  general  laws,  and  for  the  administration  of  Justice." 
Time  ha.s  not  been  given  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  representation, 
nor  have  the  Committee  made  any  investigation  to  that  end.  notwith- 
Btauding  the  fact  that  the  Senator's  .seat  has  been  contested  upon  this 
ground,  l)y  a  A.  W.  Hansard,  who  desires  to  prove  the  ineligibility  of 
Senator  Holcomb. 

J.  G.  W,  Mills,  iournalizing  clerk,  would,  from  the  evidence  present- 
ed, be  clearly  ineligible,  but  I  have  been  olhcially  informed  that  he  has 
been  relieved  of  his  disabilities  by  Congress. 

Ephriara  Thorn,  door-keeper,  according  to  his  own  evidence,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  clearly  ineligible  under  the  law. 

Senator  John  Harris,  of  the District,  from  the  evidence 

presented,  would  be  clearly  ineligible,  but  I  have  official  information 
that  his  disabilities  have  been  removed  by  Congress. 

Under  the  third  section  of  tlie  Act  of  Congress  of  June  25th,  1808, 
pernntting  the  assembling  of  the  Cieneral  Assembly  of  this  State,  all 
])ersons  who  would  be  ineligible  to  office,  umler  the  Constitutional 
Amendment,  when  adopted,  are.  by  an  express  law  of  Congress,  made 
ineligible  in  the  organization  of  State  Governments;  and  under  the 
Reconstruction  Acts  of  Congress,  the  General  Connnandiiig  the  ^Military 
District  is,  in  this  State,  the  sole  executive  officer  of  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress, ixud  is  the  only  authority  who  can  see  that  they  are  executed  in 
case  they  are  disregarded  by  the  Gener.d  Assembly. 

I  would  therefore  most  respectfully  submit,  that,  in  my  opinion,  from 
the  evidence  presented,  E.  i'.  Grahrmi,  C.  11  ^Nloore,  B."  K.  IMcCutchiu 
and  J.  J.  Collier  are  not  eligible  to  se  its  as  Sena  ors;  and  tliat  E. 
Thorn  is  not  eligible  as  an  officer  ol  the  Senate. 

In  the  case  of  H.  W.  Holcomb,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  Senate  be  requestctl  to  f  u'ther  investigate  his  case,  'ihe  decision 
of  the  Commanding  General  is  respectfully  solicited. 

Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        KUFUS  B.  BULLOCK, 

Provisional  Govet^nor. 
A  true  copy : 

K.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Majority  Report  of  the  select  Committee  on  the  eligibility   of 
members  of  the  Senate  of  Onorgia  : 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  hi.s  Ex- 
cellency Provisional  Governor  I^iillock,  and  accompanying  document.^, 
report  that  they  have  carefully  examined  thecase  of  each  Senator  and 
officer  of  the  Senate,  as  to  their  eligihility  under    section  8,    (Jonstitu- 
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spoctfully  submitted,  together  with    an  abstract   of  the  evidence   on 

which  tlicy  acted. 
July  17,  18G8. 

M.  C.  SMITH,  Chairmaru 

H.  HIOKS  I 

R.  T.  NESBITT  /  Commiiiet. 

MILTON  A.  CANDLER  ) 

F.  O.  WKLCH 


Adopted  July  17,  18G8. 


A.  E.  MARSHALL,  Sec'^j  Senate. 


A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistani  Adjutant  General. 


Mi/iorify  report  of  the  CommitteG  on  the  elirjib'dity  of  members 

of  the  Senate  of  Georgia  : 

Atlanta,  Gkorofa,  July  17,  1868. 

We  whose  names  are  hereunto  aunrxed,  a  minority  of  your  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  examination  into  the  eligibility  of 
Senators  and  officers  of  the  Senate,  beg  leave  to  oiler  the  following 
report. 

We  find  after  careful  examination  of  the  testimony  in  the  cases  of 
Senator  Collier,  of  the  14tli  District,  and  Senator  Jones,  of  the  13th 
District,  a  barrit-r  to  their  eleffibilily,  in  this  that  it  is  clearly  proven 
tiiateach  held  office  before  the  war,  taking  the  usual  oath  to  supjiort 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  StJites.  and  afterwards  gave  aid  vol- 
untarily to  the  rebellion,  it  being  in  the  minds  of  your  committee 
thus  dearly  proven. 

We  res|)"ectfully  refer  Senators  to  the  testimony  upon  which  our 
conclusion  are  based  for  their  own  guidance  in  the  premises,  and  beg 
to  be  relieved  from  further  labor  on  this  subject.  All  of  which  is  re- 
sj)ectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)         JOSEPH  ADKINS. 
A  true  copy : 

R.   C.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


The  undersigned,  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  eligibility  of  Seinitors  and  officers  of  the  Senate;  as  determined  by 
the  Tliird  Section  of  the  proposed  ametidment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  known  as  article  14,  reports  that  after  careful  in- 
vestigation, he  finds  the  following  S.'uators  and  officers  ineligible,  to 
wit: 

John  C.  Richardson,  B.  R  McCutchin,  Joshua  Griffin,  J.  J.  Col- 
lier, W.  B.  Jon-s  J.  H.  McWhorter,  C  It.  xVloore,  John  Harris, 
E.  Thorn,  J.  G.  W.  Mills  and  E.  D.  Graham. 

(Signed)         E.  J.  HIGBEE 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  Genei-al. 


liesolutlon  respecting  action  of  Senate  of  Georgia,  on  eligibility 

of  its  members: 

Jiesolred,  That  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mitie(M)n  the  eligibility  of  its  members,  together  with  the  reports, 
and  the  testimony  accompanying  the   reports,   bo  communicated    to 
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His  Excellency,  the  rrovisional  Governor  ;  and  through  him  to  Ma- 
jor General  Meade,  intbrmina;  His  Excellency,  that  the  Senate  having 
investigated  the  eligibility  of  its  members,  ask  Hi^  approval  of  tlu'ir 
action,  and  if  apjjrovcvl  the  Senate  reports  itself  duly  organized,  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  business,  stnd  receive  any  communication  His 
Excellency  may  be  pleased  to  make. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  July  1«,  lb68. 
Hon.  R.  B.  Bullock,  Provisional  Gocernor  State  of  Georgia  ; 

GovEUNOu  :--I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  j'onr  let- 
ter of  the  17th  instant,  transmitting  the  action  and  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  on  the  eligibility  of  its  members,  under  the  Fourteenth  Article 
Constitutional  Amendment,  aad  objectnig  to  the  same,  on  the  ground 
of  the  admission  of  certain  members,  who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  and  yourself,  are  ineligible. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  subject  matter  of  your  commu- 
nication will  be  held  by  me  for  consideration,  and  that  action  thereon 
wdl  be  deferred,  till  I  shall  be  officially  advised  of  the  course  pursued 
by  the  hlouse  of  Representatives  iip(m  the  same  subject. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  se'vant, 

(Signed)    GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  Getieral  U.  S,  A.,  Commandinf/. 
A  true  copy  ; 

R.  C,  DRUM,  Assistant  Adiuiavt  General. 


^   OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVISiu.naL  GOVERNOR  OF  GEORGIA, 

ATI.  \  NT  A,  July  l.S,   1«(J8. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  (commanding  Third    Military  Dis- 
trict, Atlanta. 

General; — At  half  past  twelve  o'clock  to-day,  a  Committee  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  waited  upon  me,  and  made  the  following 
vt'rl)al  report  :  "The  House  having  takt-n  into  consideration  the 
question  of  the  eligibility  of  its  mcmbiTs,  referred  to  in  the  communi- 
cation of  the  ^Fajor  General  commanding,  and  having  made  a  careful 
investigation  of  each  case  jirescnted,  have  decided  by  a  vote  of  the 
House  that  all  persons  now  in  their  seats  are  eligible."  In  the  com- 
nninication  of  the  8th  instant  from  the  Mijor  General  commandiiiir, 
which  was  presented  to  the  House,  I  tind  the  fc>llowing :  -'In  my 
judgment,  neither  House  is  organized  legally  until  they  have  com- 
plied with  the  requisitions  o\'  the  Reconstruction  acts,  and  the  act 
which  became  a  law  June  25,  18G8,  all  of  which  prohibit  any  one 
holding  an  otfice  under  a  State,  who  is  excluded  by  section  three  of 
the  Constitutional  Amendment,  known  as  Article  14.  ♦  *  It  is 
not  my  purpose  to  dictate  io  the  two  Houses  how  or  when  they  will 
apply  this  test  to  the  several  members.  Ordinarily,  each  House  is  un- 
doubtedly the  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  but  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Legislature,  until  the  State  is  admitted  by 
compliance  with  the  acts  of  Congress,  is  only  jirovisional,  and  subject 
to  the  authority  of  tlie  District  commander,  and  in  view  of  the  fur- 
ther fact  that  it  is  my  duty,  so  long  as  military  government  exists,  to 
Bce  that  the  laws  be  fully  executed,  I  feel  constrained  to  say  that  I  can 
not  recognize  any  act  of  the  Legislature  as  valid,  nor  allow  the  same 
to  be  executed,  until  satisfactory  evidence  is  produced  that  all  persons 
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<5XcUulod  by  the  14th  Article  arc  deprived  of  their  seats  or  offices  in 
bi»th  Hoiisr's."  The  House  has  faiU'd  to  furnish  tlie  report  of  its  com- 
ruittee,  and  the  evidence  taken  in  rehition  to  theelifijihility  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  produce  for  the  consideration  of 
the  commanding  General  "satisfactory  evidence  '•  '^  that  all  persons 
excluded  hy  the  14th  Article  are  deprived  of  their  seats  or  otlices  in 
both  Houses,"  and  I  therefore  feel  constrained  to  re|.ort  the  House  has 
not  complied  with  the  su2;2:estions  of  the  Major  Geueralcommanding. 
Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)         KUFUS  T3.  .BULLOCK, 
A  true  copy  :  ProvLslonai  GuveDvor. 

11.   0  DRUM,  Assisfant  Adjutant  General. 


EEADQUARTEE8  THIED  MILITARY  DLSTEICT, 
Atla-nta,  Georgia,  July  20,  18u8. 
Hon.  R.  Biithck,  Provisiorml  Governor  of  Georgia. : 

GovEENOR  : — I  have  the  honor  to  ackuowledu'e  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  18th  inst.,  advising  me,  that  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  had  waited  on  yon,  and  veibally  informed  you  "that 
the  House  having  made  a  careful  investigation  into  the  eligibility  of  its 
members,  have  decided  by  a  vote  of  the  House  that  all  persons  now  in 
their  seats  are  eligible." 

I  have  already  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th,  re- 
porting the  action  of  the  Senate  on  the  same  subject. 

I  have  now  to  advise  and  instruct  you,  that  each  House  having  com- 
plied with  the  requisitions  of  my  communication  of  the  18th  instant,  by 
oxaminmg  into,  and  deciding  on  the  eligibility  of  their  members,  under 
the  Acts  of  Congress  and  the  Fourteenth  Article  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment, I  have  no  further  opposition  to  make  to  their  proceeding  to  the 
business  for  which  they  were  called  together,  as  I  consider  them  legally 
organized  from  the  18th  instant,  — the  date  of  the  action  of  the  House. 
Very  respectlully.  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  GEORGE   G.   MEADE, 

A  true  copy:  Major  General  U.  S.  A. 

li.   (J.   DRUM,  A.Hsistant  .Adjui-ant  General. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Atlanta,  GzoiiGiA,  July  30,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,   Commanding : 

General  -.—I  aiii  informed  that  an  attenipt  is  contemplated,  by  per- 
sons  resident  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  to  dely  the  authority  of  the  civil 
olhcers,  now  acting  as  Mayor  and  Council  of  that  city. 

These  officers  were  appointed  by  Militai-y  authority,  to  fill  vacancies, 
and  were  recognized  by  the  late  Constitutional  Convention,  as  the  prop- 
er civil  authority  ;  and  are  to  be  recognized  as  such,  until  their  succes-- 
s^rs  are  r -guhai}'  elected  and  duly  qualified,  or  until  otherwise  provided 
for  by  law. 

In  view  of  the  information  above  referred  to,  I  would  respectfully  re- 
quest that  the  Commanding  Ofiicer  of  the  Post  of  Augusta,  be  instruct- 
ed to  sustain  the  civil  authority,  when  called  upon. 

Very   respectfully, 
(Signed)  '     EUFlS  B.  BULLOCK, 

Gover7ior. 
A  true  copy  : 

K.  C.  DRUM,  Assisio7ii  Adjutant  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Atlanta,  Gkorgia,  Au<xu!^t  1,  18G8. 
His  ExceUcncij^  R.  B.  Bullock,  Governor  Georgia  : 

Sir;  I  have  the  lienor  to  ackno'.vlecige  the  rec-eipt  ot  your  communication 
of  the  3!)th  ultimo,  inlvismiy  me  that  you  anticipated  difficuhies  in  the 
city  of  Augusta,  and  requesting  onlei's  be  sent  to  thn  (Commanding  Offi- 
cer at  that  place,  to  aid  and  co-operate  with  the  civil  iuathorities.  In 
reply,  1  regret  Ibat  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  the  orders  requested 
by  you,  nor  can  I  permit  the  forces  under  my  command  to  be  employed, 
except  under  the  orders  of  the  War  Departmeiit  ;  and  should  the  pow- 
er under  3'onr  control,  in  your  judgment  be  inadequate  to  preserve  law 
ftud  order,  I  would  suggest  your  so  reporting  by  telegraph,  to  the  Pres- 
i<lent  of  the  United  States,  re(]uesting  I  be  instructed  to  use  the  milita- 
ry power  tor  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  State. 

In  reference  to  the  municipal  authorities  of  Augusta  being  the  ap- 
pointees of  the  military,  your  attention  is  called  to  the  enclosed  Gen- 
eral Orders  by  which  yoii  will  see  that  the  past  acts  of  the  military  have 
now  no  force,  but  such  as  maybe  given  to  them  by  the  Courts  and  Leg- 
islatures ol  the  respective  States  ;  iuid  I  would  suggest  your  urging  ac- 
tion oil  the  p:irt  ot  the  Legislature,  to  confirm  the  power  of  such  ap- 
pointees as  necessarily  hold  over  and  a'so  such  orders  as  it  was  deemed 
proper  to  issue,  bearing  on  the  rights  of  person  and  property. 
I  am  sir,  vcv  respecttullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 
(Sij^nied)         GEORGE  G.   MEADE, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding. 
A  true  copy  ■ 

S.  F.  JSARSTOW,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Circular  Letters  Relative  to  Military   Interference  in 
Civil  Ajffairs,  sent  to  Subordinate  Commanders. 


HEADQUARTERS,  DEPARTMENT   OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  August  25,  lbG8. 

To  Commandinfj  Officer  District  of 

[Circular  Lettku  :] 

That  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  District 
Conynianders  and  their  subordinates  as  to  their  duties,  in  the  event  of 
any  disturbanccr  in  tlie  civil  government  within  tUv  territorial  limits 
of  their  commands,  or  as  to  the  power  of  ihy  military  authorities  un- 
der exi<ting  circumstance-',  the  following  correspondence  is  furnished 
for  vour  information  and  guidance: 

HEADQUARTEKS  THIKD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
Atlanta,  Gkokoia,  July  30,  18G8. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,   Wnsidngion,  D    C: 
The  Governor  of  Georgia,  advises  me  there  is  reason  to  believe,  the 
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municipal  authorities  of  Augusta  are  about  beinc^  resisted  by  a  com- 
binatifn  made  for  that  pur[)()se.  These  authorities,  were  the  appoin- 
tees of  my  predecessor,  and  it  is  probable  the  resistance  anticipated, 
is  on  the  ground  that  military  authority  having  ceased,  all  agents 
drawing  their  power  from  the  military  ura  fu7ictus  officio.  The  Gov- 
ernor calls  on  me  to  sustain  the  civil  authorities  if  nec(!ssary.  In- 
structions and  advice  is  requested  on  the  position  the  military  power 
now  occupies.  In  my  judgment,  I  have  no  right  to  inteifere  or  use 
the  military  forces  undei'  my  command,  exce})t  where  so  instruct(!d  to 
do  from  superior  authority  ;  and  that  the  Governor  should  report  to 
"Washington  his  inability  to  preserve  order  and  enforce  the  law,  be- 
fore any  orders  are  sent  to  me. 

(Signed)         GEOKGE  G.  MEADE, 

Maj.   Gen.  Commandincf. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
WasuixNgtox,  D.  C,  July  31,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Third  Miliian/  District, 

Atlanta,  Georgia: 
Your  telegram  to  the    General    Commanding,    requesting    instruc- 
tions and  advice  on  the  position  the  military  power  occupies   in  Geor- 
gia, has  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  by  him  laid  be- 
fore the  President  and  Cabinet. 

Your  views  as  to  when  and  how  the  military  forces  under  your 
command  may  be  used,  were  approved  of,  and  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  say  to  you  that  he  will  prepare  and  send  to  3'ou 
instructions  for  your  guidance.  Also  that  should  any  insurrecti(>n  or 
riot  break  out  before  you  receive  them,  to  advise  the  Governor  to  tele- 
graph to  the  President  for  the  required  authority  to  use  the  troops  in 
quelling  the  same. 

(Signed)  JOHN  A.  RAWLINS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  20,  18G8. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Third  Military  Distrid, 

Atlanta,  Georgia  : 
The  subject  matter    of  your  dispatch    is   still    under    consideration. 
The  answer   however    will    probably    be  similar  to    instructions  sent 
General  Buchanan. 

(Signed)  JOHN  A.  RAWLINS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  D.  ^.,  August  22,  18G8. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  Com,manding  Department  of  the  bouth^ 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 

The  following  instructions  were  sent  to  General  Buchanan : 
10 
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HEADQUATITERS  OF  THfE  ARMY, 

Adjutant  Geiiend's  Office, 
Wiisliiu^nou,  D   C. ,  August  1 0,  18G8. 
Brevet  Major  General  Robert  C.  Buchanan.,  U.  S.  Anny,    Commanding 

Department  of  Louisiana.^  NeAV  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

General:  The  following:  instructions  from  the  Secretary  ofWar  pre 
furnished  for  your  government,  to  the  end  that  the  accessary  aid  may 
be  rendered  by  the  United  States  as  promptly  as  possible  iji  any  case 
of  insurrection  or  doniestic  violence  in  the  States  embraced  in  your 
Militar}'  Department.  You  will  keep  yourself  informed  of  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  said  States,  and  communicate  promptly  by  tele- 
graph to  the  War  department,  through  the  Headquarters  of  the  Ar- 
my, any  facts  which  may  make  it  the  duty  of  the  President,  under 
the  C'(»nstitution  and  laws,  to  employ  the  military  force  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

You  will  also  maintain  such  dispositicm  of  the  troops  under  your 
command,  that  they  may  be  ready  to  at;t  without  delay  upon  receipt 
of  the  President's  orders.  Stationing  them  at,  or  from  time  to  time 
moving  them  to  points,  where  you  may  have  reason  to  apprehend  a 
necessity  for  their  use. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  iu'licate  the  condition  undei-  which  the  military  forces  of 
tlie  United  Slates  may  be  lawfully  employed  to  suppress  insurrection 
against  the  Government  of  any  State  : — 

Article  4t^  Section  i.,  of  the  Consfitntion — "The  United  States  shall 
guarantee  to  ever}'  State  in  this  Union  a  Kepublican  form  of  Govern- 
ment, and  shall  jirotect  each  of  them  against  invasion,  and  on  appli- 
cation of  the  Legislature  or  of  the  Executive,  when  the  Legislature 
cannot  be  convened,  against  domestic  violence." 

Act  of  Congress,  approved  February  28,  1795,  Section     *     *     *    * 

"And  in  ease  of  an  insurrection  in  any  State  against  the  govern- 
ment thereof,  it  shall  bt^  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
on  application  of  the  Legislature  of  such  State  or  of  the  Executive, 
when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened,  to  call  forth  such  a  num- 
ber of  the  militia  of  any  other  State  or  States,  as  may  be  applied  for, 
as  he  may  judge  sufficient  to  suppress  such  insurrection.  And 
Section  three  (3)  provided  always  and  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  to 
use  the  military  force  hereby  directed  to  be  called  forth,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  forthwith  by  proclamation  command  such  ii\surgents  to 
disperse  and  retire  peaceubh^  to  their  respective  abodes  within  a  limi- 
ted time." 

Act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1807:  Be  it  enacted,  &c., 
that  in  all  cases  of  insurrection  or  obstruction  to  tiie  laws,  either  of 
the  United  States  or  of  any  individual  State  or  Territory,  where  it  is 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ciU  forth  the  Mili- 
tia for  the  purpose  of  sufipressing  such  insurrection,  or  of  causing  the 
laws  to  be  duly  executed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  employ  for  the 
same  purposes  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  as  shall  be  judged  necessary,  having  first  observed  all  the  pre- 
requisites of  the  law  in  that  respect. 

By  command  of  General  Geant  : 

(Signed)        JOHN  A.  KAWLTNS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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From  the  above  you  will  perceive  there  is  no  authority  for  the  in- 
terposition of  the  military  forces  under  your  command,  and  that 
when  the  interterence  of  such  authority  is  deemed  necessary,  applica- 
tion for  its  use  must  be  made  to  these  Headquarters.  IShculd  an  ex- 
ig;ency  arise  requiring  instant  action,  and  if  it  be  impracticable  for 
want  of  time  to  consult  the  views  of  the  Commandinjji;  General,  any 
action  taken  must  be  on  the  responsibility  of  the  commander  interfer- 
ing; who,  it  is  needless  to  say,  will  be  held  to  a  strict  accountability 
for  his  action. 

The  "Frecidman's  Bureau"  is  now  in  the  same  relative  position 
with  the  Military  power,  as  any  other  Civil  Bureau  of  the  Grovein- 
ment ;  application,  therefore,  for  the  use  of  troops  in  connection  there- 
with, must  be  made  to  the  Department  Commander. 

By  oiiDKR  OF  Major  Gknerai.  Meade: 
(Signed)         K.  C.  BRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

K.  C.  DBUM,  Afisistant  Adju'ant  General 


HEADQUAETERS  DEPAETMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  1,  1868. 
To  (hmmandbirf  Officer 

The  following  correspoudence  is  furnished  for  your  information  and 
guidance ; 

HEADQUAETEES  OF  THE  AEMY, 

Adjutant  General'^  Office, 

WashinctTon,  August  25,  1868. 
Mcvjor  General  George  G.  Memle,  U^  S.  Army,  Conmianding  Department  of 

the  South,  Atlanta,  Georgia  : 

General  . — In  reply  to  your  request  for  instructions  relative  to  the 
use  of  the  troops  under  j'our  command  in  aid  of  the  civil  authorities,  the 
Secretary  of  War  directs  to  be  furnished,  for  your  information  and  gov- 
ernment, the  enclosed  copies  of  a  letter  of  instructions  to  Brevet  Major 
General  Buchanan,  commanding  Department  of  Louisiana,  dated  Au- 
gust 10,  1868,  and  of  a  letter  Irnm  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  to  Alexander  M  gruder,  Esquire,  United  States  Marshal  Northern 
District  of  Florida,  dated  August  20,  1868. 

The  letter  to  General  Buchanan  indicates  the  conditions  under  which 
the  military  force  of  the  United  States  may  be  employed  to  suppress 
insurrection  against  the  government  of  any  State,  and  prescribes  the 
duties  of  the  I)e]>artment  commander  in  reference  thereto. 

The  letter  of  the  Attorney  General  sets  forth  the  conditions  under 
which  the  Marshal  and  Sheriffs  may  command  the  assistance  of  the 
troops  in  their  respective  Districts  or  Counties  to  execute  lawful  pre- 
cepts issued  to  them  by  competent  authority. 

The  obligation  of  the  military,  (individual  officers  and  soldiers,)  in 
common  with  all  citizens,  to  obey  the  summons  of  a  Marshal  or  Sheriff, 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  their  paramount  duty  as  members  of  a  per- 
manent military  body.  Hence  the  troops  can  act  only  in  their  proper 
organized  capacity,  under  their  own  officers,  and  in  obedience  to  the 
immediate  orders  of  those  officers.  The  officer  commanding  troops 
summoned  to  the  aid  of  a  Marshal  or  Sheriff,  must  also  judge  for  him- 
self, and  upon  his  own  official  responsibility,  whether  the  service  re- 
quired of  him  is  lawful  and  necessary,  and  compatible  with  the  proper 
discharge  of  his  ordinary  military  duties,   and  must  limit  his  action 
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absolutely  to  proper  aid  in  execution  of  the  lawful  precept  exhibited  to 
him  by  the  INIarshal  or  Sheriti'. 

It  time  will  permit,  every  demand  from  a  civil  officer  for  military  aid, 
whether  it  be  for  the  ejeeution  of  civil  process  or  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, should  be  forwarded  to  the  President,  with  all  the  m  iterial  fa;!t9 
in  tlie  case,  lor  his  orders  ;  and  in  all  cases  the  highest  commander 
whose  orders  can  be  given  in  time  to  meet  the  emergency,  will  alone 
assume  the  responsibilit}'  of  action. 

By  a  timely  disposition  of  troops  where  there  is  reason  to  apprehend 
a  necessity  for  their  use,  and  by  their  passive  interposition  between 
hostile  p  irties,  danger  of  collision  may  be  averted.  Department  com- 
manders, and,  in  case  of  necessity,  their  subordinates,  are  expected  in 
this  regard  to  exercise,  upon  their  own  responsibilitj',  a  wise  discretion 
to  the  end  that,  in  any  event,  the  peace  may  be  preserved. 
By  command  ot  General  Grant  : 

(Signed)         J.   C.   KELTON, 

Assi.ifant  Adjidant  General. 


ATTORNEY  GENERAL'S  OFFICE. 

20th  August,  1SG3. 
Alexander  Magruder,  Esquire,  U.  S.  Marshal  Northern  District  Florida,  St. 

A  U'lusdpe,  Florida. 

Sir  :— Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant  reached  me  yesterday,  and  has 
received  an  attentive  consideration,  ('olonel  Sprague's  iniormation  to 
you  must  have  been  based  upon  his  own  constrnction  of  General 
Meade's  order,  lately  issued,  and  not  upon  any  special  ins  r  u'tiousfrom 
the  President  to  Colonel  Spragne  through  General  Mtade  (ir  otherwise, 
as  no  such  special  instructions  have  been  issued  by  the  President.  You 
add,  "Under  some  circiiinstvnces  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  aid  of 
the  military,  and,  if  practi('able,  would  be  pleased  to  have  instnictions 
given  to  the  military  to  aid  me  when  necessary.  I  ask  this  as  Colonel 
Spragne  informs  me  under  his  instru(^tions  he  cannot  do  so."  This  de- 
sire and  reipiest  for  the  "aid  of  the  military"  under  certain  eircumstau'^es, 
I  understand  to  refer  to  the  occasional  neces.sitj-,  which  may  arise,  that 
a  Marshal  should  have  the  means  of  obtaining  the  aid  ami  attendance 
of  a  more  considerable  force  than  his  regular  deputies  supply,  for  the 
execution  of  legal  pi(K-ess  in  his  District. 

The  27th  Section  of  the  Judiciary  Act  of  1789,  establishes  the  office 
of  Marshal,  and  names  among  his  duties  and  powers  the  following  : — 
"And  to  execute  th'oughout  the  District  all  lawful  precepts  directed  to 
him,  and  issued  under  the  authority  ol  the  United  States  ;  and  he  shall 
have  power  to  command  all  necessary  assistance  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty,  and  appoint,  as  there  may  be  occasion,  one  or  more  deputies." 
(1  St.,  p.  87  ) 

You  will  observe  from  this  that  the  only  measure  of  the  assistance 
which  you  have  power  to  command  is  its  necessitj'  for  the  execution  of 
your  duty,  and  upon  your  discreet  judgment,  under  your  official  respon- 
sibility, the  law  reposes  the  determinati(na  of  what  force  each  particular 
necessity  requires.  This  power  of  the  Marshal  is  equivalent  to  that  of 
a  Sheriflf,  and,  with  either,  embraces,  as  a  resort  in  necessity,  the  whole 
power  of  the  precinct  (County  or  District)  over  which  the  officer's  au- 
thority extends.  In  defining' this  power.  Attorney  General  Cushing, 
and,  as  I  understand  the  subject,  correctly  says  "it  comprises  every  per- 
son in  the  District  or  County  above  the  age  of  fit  teen  years,  whether 
civilians  or  not ;  and  including  the  military  of  all  denominations,  mili- 
tia, soldiers,  marines,  ail  of  whom  are  alike  bound  to  obey  the  com- 
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mands  of  a  Sheriff  or  Marshal."  While,  however,  the  law  gives  you 
this  "power  to  command  all  necessary  assistance,"  and  the  military 
within  yonr  District  are  not  <  xempt  from  oblif^ation  to  obey, in  common 
with  all  the  citizens,  your  summons  in  case  of  necessity,  you  will  be 
particular  to  observe  that  this  high  and  responsible  anthority  is  given 
to  the  Marshal  only  in  aid  of  his  duty  "to  execute  throughout  the  Dis- 
trict all  lawftil  precepts  directed  to  him,  and  issued  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  and  only  in  case  oH  Jiecesslh/  for  this  extraordmary 
aid.  The  military  persons  obeying  this  summons  of  the  Marshal,  will 
act  in  sul)ordination  and  obedience  to  the  civil  officer,  the  Marshal,  in 
whose  aid  m  the  executioii  of  process  they  are  called,  and  only  to  the 
effect  of  securing  its  execution. 

This  special  duty  and  authority  in  the  execution  of  process  issued  to 
yon,  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  duty  jind  authority  of  suppres- 
sing disorder  and  preserving  the  fieace,  vvhich,  under  our  Government, 
belongs  to  the  civil  authorities  of  the  State,  and  not  to  the  civil  author- 
ities of  the  United  States.  Nor  is  this  special  duty  and  authoritv  of 
the  Marshal  in  executing  process  issued  to  him,  to  be  confounded  with 
the  authority  and  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
specilic  cases  of  the  Constitution  and  under  the  regulations  of  the  Stat- 
utes, to  protect  the  States  against  domestic  violence,  or  with  the  au- 
thority and  duty,  under  special  Statutes,  to  employ  militai-y  force  in 
subduing  combinations  in  resistance  to  the  Inws  of  the  United  States, 
for  neither  of  these  duties  or  authorities  is  shared  by  the  subordinate 
officers  of  the  Government,  except  when  and  as  the  same  may  be  speci- 
tically  communicated  to  them  by  the  President. 

I  have  thus  called  your  attentiini  to  the  gpueral  considerations  bear- 
ing upon  the  subject  to  which  your  letter  refers,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curmg  a  due  observance  of  the  limits  of  your  duty  and  authority  in 
connection  therewith.  Nothing  c:in  be  less  in  accordance  with  the  na- 
ture of  our  government,  or  the  disposition  of  our  people,  than  a  fre- 
quent or  ready  resort  to  military  aid  in  execution  of  the  duties  confided 
to  civil  officers. 

Courage,  vigor,  and  intrepidity  are  appropriate  qualities  for  the  civil 
service  which  Marshals  of  the  United  States  are  expected  to  perform, 
and  a  re  enforcement  of  their  power  by  extraordinary  means  is  permit- 
ted by  the  law  only  in  extraordinary  emergencies. 

If  it  shall  be  thought  that  any  occasion,  at  any  time,  exists  for  in- 
structions to  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  Slates,  within  nny 
of  the  States,  in  connection  with  the  execution  of  process  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  these  instructions  will  be  in  accordance  with  the 
exigency  then  appearing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        WILLIAM  M.  EVAHTS, 

Attorney  General. 
At>jutant  General's  Office,  August  2G,  1868. 
Official  copy : 

(Signed)         J.  C.  KELTON,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
By  Order  or  Major  General  Meade  : 

(Signed)        R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  OeneraL 
A.  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistard  Adjutant  General. 


78 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  November  23,  1868. 
[Circular  Letter.] 

To 

Sir: — The  following  correspondence  is  respectfully  fur- 
nished for  your  information  : 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

AdJL  GenVs  Office,  Washington,  Nov.  12th,  1868. 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,   Commanding  Dejxirtment 

of  the  South,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

SfK: — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  views  ex- 
pressed in  your  endorsement  of  the  olst  ultimo,  returning  to 
the  Commanding  Officer  District  of  South  Carolina,  papers  re- 
lative to  the  construction  of  General  Orders  No.  27,  fiom  Head- 
quarters Department  of  the  South,  as  regards  furnishing  de- 
tails of  troops  upon  summons  from  the  Sheriffof  a  county,  or 
intendant  of  a  town,  have  been  concui-red  in  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.        Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        E.  D.'TOWNSEND,  Asst.  Adjt.  Genl. 

Endorsement  dated.  October  81. s^,  1868,  on  a  letter  from  Brevet 
Brigadier  General  J.  V.  Bomford,  U.  S.  Arm)/,  Command- 
ing District  South  Carolina,  dated  Columbia,  South  Carolina^ 
October  23cZ,  1868,  enclosing  letter  from  Brevet  Major  J.  J. 
Vanllorn,  dated  October  "list,  1868,  requesting  information 
as  to  construction  of  General  Orders  No.  2.1,  "  as  regards 
furnishing  a  detail  from  my  command  upon  a  summons 
from  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  or  Intendant  of  the  town,  for 
the  arrest  of  single  persons.'''' 

*'Resi)ectfully  returned  to  Brevet  Brigadier  General  J.  V. 
Bomford,  U.  s!  Army,  commanding  District  of  South  Caroli- 
na. The  case  is  too  indclinitely  stated  for  any  specific  in- 
structions. It  was  not  designed  by  Genei-al  Orders  No.  27  to 
relieve  Sheriffs  from  sucli  duties  as  would  be  imposed  on  them 
were  no  military  force  present  ;  and  the  Sheriff"  is  authorized 
to  call  on  the  military  only  when  he  has  exhausted  all  other 
resources,  or  wlien  he  meets  with  resistance  in  the  attempt  to 
enforce  process.  It  was  not  intended,  nor  will  it  be  permitted 
the  Sheriff" to  rely  on,  and  only  on,  the  military  for  his  j)ur- 
poses.  Not  only  would  such  a  course  be  contrary  to  law,  but 
would  tend  to  relieve  citizens  from  doing  the  duty  which  the 
law  imposes  on  them.  Besides,  tlie  troops  are  not  permanent- 
ly stationed  where  they  are  at  present,  and  such  reliance  by 
Sheriff's  would  be  merely  temporary.  Whon  a  distinct  case, 
with  names  of  ))arties,  action  of  Sheriff,  evidence  of  his  ina- 
bility to  execute  process,  or  of  resistance  offered  is  presented, 
the  Commanding  General  will  give  sj>ecial  instructions  in  the 
case.  Until  then,  officers  will  be  governed  by  instructions 
from  the  War  Department  and  General  Orders  No.  27." 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjidani  General. 


EEPORT   ON  CAMILLA  DIFFICULTY. 


HEADQUAKTEPvS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 
Atlanta,  CrK(HiGiA,  Oct()l)er  3,  1868. 
General    U.  S.  Grant,  ComiruuK/ing  U.  S    Army^    Washington,  D.  C.  :' 

Sir: — You  have  boon  apprised,  that  on  recHiviuG;  intelligence  of 
the  disorders  occurring  in  tliis  State  on  the  19th  instant,  at  Camilla, 
in  Mitchell  county,  that  I  at  once  had  troojjs  in  readiness,  to  meet  any 
call  of  the  civil  authorities,  such  as  are  icferred  to  in  the  letter  of  in- 
structions from  the  General-in-Chief  of  date  August  25,  18G8,  and 
that  at  the  same  time,  I  dispatched  Captain  Mills,  a  most  reliable  and 
intelligent  oiiicer  on  whose  cool  sound  judgment  and  freedom  fi-om 
any  i)rejudice  or  party  bias  I  could  depend,  to  investigate  thoroughly 
and  report  the  facts  in  the  case. 

The  atlair  passing  off  with  the  riot  or  rather  collision  of  the  19tb 
instant,  and  no  call  having  been  made  on  me,  the  Legislature,  (as  I 
think  properly)  declining  the  request  of  the  Governor  to  authorize 
him  to  make  the  call,  no  troops  were  sent.  The  i'epf)rt  of  Captain 
Mills  was  j'esterda}'  received,  and  after  its  perusal  I  deemed  the  only 
thing  for  me  to  do,  was  to  transmit  it  to  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
the  officer  with  whom  I  am  required  to  communicate  and  to  assure 
him,  that  in  any  measures  that  might  be  taken  by  the  civil  authori- 
ties in  the  investigation  of  the  affair  and  punishment  of  derelict  civil 
officers  or  citizens,  that  in  case  he  met  with  resistance,  or  he  or  they 
found  themselves  unable  to  execute  the  laws  I  was  prepared  on  being 
so  informed  to  aid  and  co-operate  with  him  to  the  fullest  extent  of 
the  force  under  my  command. 

My  letter  to  the  Governor,  the  report  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments of  Captain  Mills,  are  herewith  forwarded  by  the  hands  of  Cap- 
tain C.  McKibbin,  U.  S.  Army,  and  I  should  be  phiased  to  receive 
any  comments  thereon,  which  yourself,  the  Honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  or  the  President  may  please  to  make. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  add,  that  in  a  few  days    I  shall    distribute    thd 
troops  in  the  Department,  with  a  view  of  "aiding  the   civil    authori- 
ties to  keep  the  peace"  during  the  approaching  Presidential    election. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)         GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General 
A  true  copy : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  Octobers,  1S6S. 
To  His  Excellency.  B.  B.  Bullock,  Governor  of  Georgia, 

Governor: — Enclosed  you  will  find  a  printed  copy  of  the  instruction* 
sent  to  me  from  the  General-in-Chief,  for  my  guidance  in  determining 
when  and  how  the  forces  under  my  command  may  be  used  to  "preserve  the 
peace."*  You  will  perceive  they  require  not  only  that  the  call  must  be  made 


iSee  Circular  Letters  of  August  25  and  October  1,  18G8. 
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by  some  Marsh.'U  or  Sliorift",  but  that  this  call  must  be  made  in  accordance 
with  law.  and  that  the  a|)[)lication,  with  the  t;icts  in  the  case,  should  be 
sent,  if  i)ra(tic.ible.  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  orders, 
before  action  is  taken,  and  action  can  only  betaken  by  any  subordinate 
offirer  on  an  emei-gency  justifying  him,  for  which  he  will  be  held  to  a 
strict  accountability. 

The  laws  referred  to  in  these  letters  ol  instruction  having  been  enacted 
at  perioils  when  the  jiresent  anomalous  condition  ol  atfairs,  at  this  time 
existing  in  the  several  States  of  this  Military  Department,  was  never  an- 
ticii)atcd.  They  do  not  provide  that  prompt  and  sutnmary  action  which, 
ill  cases  of  riot  and  unpremeditated  disorder,  is  so  necessary  for  its  innue- 
diate  suppres^<ion,  and  they  throw  directly  and  entirely  on  the  Marshal  or 
Shcrifl"tiie  duty  ot  initiating  the  process  hy  which  military  aid  can  be 
given  to -preserve  the  peace."  As  nuich  latitude  may  be  given  to  this 
expression,  "i)reser»ing  the  peace,"  and  to  guard  against  unnecessary  or 
improper  and  illegal  use  uf  the  United  States  troops,  subordinate  otticcrs 
are  enjoined  in  all  cases  to  obtain,  it  practicable,  from  their  superiors  the 
authority  to  act  when  called  on.  These  remarks  are  made  to  explain  to 
you  niy  course  in  the  recent  occurrence  at  Camilla,  in  this  State.  The 
moment  I  received  intelligen<*e  of  the  dilHculty,  I  directed  troops  to  be 
held  in  readiness  to  meet  any  leg:il  calls  from  the  properly  constituted  au- 
thorities, and  I,  at  the  same  time,  dispatched  an  int»'lligent  and  reliable 
otlicer,  in  whose  judgment  I  hail  implicit  contidence,  to  make  an  investi- 
gation, and  report  to  me  tlie  facts  obtained.  The  report  of  that  otlicer, 
Captain  William  Mills,  16th  Infantry,  with  accompanying  atiiilavils,  is 
herewith  forwarded  for  your  consideration,  and  such  action  as  you  may 
deem  proper;  making  the  following  remarks,  which  may  be  deemed  i)er- 
tinent  in  view  of  the  delicate  duty  devolving  on  me,  and  my  future  action 
in  similar  cases  : — 

1.  I  con«iider  the  conduct  ff  Messrs.  Pierce  and  M  ur[)hy  in  the  highest 
degree  reprehensible,  if  not  subjecting  them  to  an  action  at  law,  whilst  I 
waive  the  question  as  to  whether  your  proclamation  referied  to  such  as- 
semblages as  met  together  at  Camilla.  Whilst  I  acknowledge  the  Con- 
stitutional right  ol  every  citizen  to  bear  arms  for  a  |)eaceable  purpose,  I 
mustinsist  that  when  a-civil  otlicer,  charged  with  the  preservation  of  the 
peace,  commands  or  requests  <itizens  to  put  away  arms  on  the  ground 
that  unless  they  do  so,  he  cannot  pi'otect  them,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
good  citizen  to  yield  to  the  mandate  of  the  law  otlicer,  whether  that  otlicer 
be  actiirg  from  right  or  wrong  motives,  or  whether  his  action  is  strictly 
and  technically  legal  or  not;  for  it  is  evident  that  in  the  existinir  condi- 
tion of  tne  i)ublic  nund.  if  individual  citizens  are  determined  to  put  their 
construction  on  laws  and  maintain  them  by  force  of  arms,  that  collision, 
riot  and  bloodshed  are  inevitable.  Therefore,  in  my  jtnlgment.  it  was  the 
duty  of  Messrs.  Pierce  and  Murphy,  as  the  principal  parties,  tr>  have 
counselled  anil  urged  con)pliance  with  the  mandate  of  the  Sheritf.  and  held 
him  responsible  afterwards  for  any  assumed  authority  he  may  have  exer- 
cised. The  strongest  evidence  ol  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  Cap- 
tain Mills,  in  which  he  states  that  after  the  riot  commenced,  it  ended  in  a 
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few  minutes,  by  the  fleeing  of  the  negroes,  who  composed  the  mass  of  the 
meeting,  showing  their  arms  were  utterly  useless,  and  might  just  as  well 
have  been  left,  lor  all  the  ability  it  gave  them  to  maintain  their  Constitu- 
tional rights. 

II.  The  conduct  of  the  Sheriff,  in  returning  to  Camilla  and  organizing 
a. posse  to  meet  a  riot  he  seemed  determined  to  believe  would  occur, 
would  seem  to  indicate  he  had  more  knowledge  of  an  intention  to  break 
the  peace  on  the  part  ol  the  citizens  of  the  town  than  those  holding  the 
meeting,  and. that  his  conduct  was  such,  as  to  subject  him  to  the  grave 
suspicion,  that,  under  the  gui-e  of  the  law,  and  his  duty,  he  was  a  p  srty 
to  the  wanton  and  unnecessary  destruction  of  life  which  subsequently 
ensued.  For  there  is  no  evidence  that  after  all  resistance  was  over,  and 
the  negroes  were  Hying  in  terror,  that  the  Sheriff"  made  any  effort  to  con- 
trol his  jDosse,  and  prevent  th^m  from  continuing  till  night  fall  and  for 
miles  from  town,  wounding  and  killing  the  fugitives.  '1  his  isagraveand 
serious  charge— almost  too  terrible  to  believe— and  I  shoidd  be  most  glad 
to  resist  the  conclusions  which  have  forced  me  to  bellevingit,  but  there  is  so 
much  prima-facie  evidence  as  not  only  to  warrant  but  to  demand— that 
such  legal  action,  as  the  code  of  the  State  authorises,  should  be  immedi- 
ately taken,  and  an  investigation  according  to  the  forms  of  law  be  had, 
and  all  guilty  parties,  whether  sheriff,  coroner  or  citizens,  should  be  either 
acquitted,  or  if  found  guilty,  punished  with  the  severe-t  penalties  the 
Statutes  admit.  And  now  I  come  to  the  material  part  of  this  communi- 
cation. There  were  no  troops  at  Camilla,  not  only  because  no  necessity 
for  their  use  was  anticipated,  but  because  the  place  is  one  so  remote  and 
obscure,  that  had  I  have  been  distributing  troops,  they  would  never  have 
been  sent  nearer  than  Albany,  some  thirty  miles  distant;  but  supposing 
troops  had  been  present,  you  can  readily  perceive  how  embarrassing 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  in  command,  unless  he  was  better  posted 
up  in  local  matters  than  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  he  would  be;  for  in  this 
case,  the  testimony  would  seem  to  point  to  the  civil  otticer,  whom  he  is  in- 
structed to  obey,  as  the  very  one  who  is  apparently  most  guilty.  I  refer 
to  this  because  I  am  repeatedly  applied  to  scatter  and  distribute  the 
troops,  to  which  I  have  replied,  that  I  have  not  the  force  to  occupy  every 
village  in  the  State,  that  the  conditions  under  which  the  troops  can  act,  re- 
quires the  soundest  discretion  and  good  judgment,  which  all  subordinate 
officers  do  not  possess,  and  that  I  deem  it  better  to  hold  the  troops  ready 
in  masses,  to  intervene  in  large  bodies  when  the  proper  time  comes;  and 
if  the  riot  at  Camilla  had  continued,  or  had  been  followed  by  retaliation 
on  the  part  of  the  colored  population,  I  would  at  once  have  sent  suffi- 
cient troops  to  have  restored  order.  And  I  beg  now  to  say  to  you,  that  if 
in  taking  the  action  to  investigate  this  matter  and  punish  the  guilty 
therein,  if  you  report  to  me  any  difficulty  in  executing  the  decrees  of 
Courts,  or  in  serving  the  processes  of  the  sheriffs  and  others,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  sustain  the  law  officers  of  the  State  to  the  fullest  extent  of  the 
military  power  under  ray  command.  1  have  no  authority  to  act  indepen- 
dent of  the  civil  authorities,  and  the  laws  must  be  adhered  to  where- 
ever  they  are  defined :  but  it  in  executing  these  laws,  you  or  your  sub- 
11 
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ordinate  officers  meet  with  resistence  more  than  you  cm  overcome,  I  am 
prepared,  on  being  s-o  advised,  to  use  all  my  power  to  >ust;nn  you.  Per- 
haps the  announcement  oftliis  fact  may  remove  some  delusions,  and  have 
the  effect  to  i>revcnt  in  future,  occurrences  like  the  one  at  CamiUa— an  af- 
fair 1  trust  there  will  he  no  delay  in  invcsti«<atinir,  and  punishing  the 
guilty,  and  to  aid  the  action  of  any  olTicer  charged  with  this  investiga- 
tion, is  the  object  of  sending  to  you  Captain  Mill's  report  and  accompa- 
nying documents, 

V'erv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  (Signed)         GEOlHiE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjufayii  General 


McPhkrsox  Bakkacks.  Atlanta,  Georp.ia,  September  2!),  186S. 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  E.  C.  Drum,  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Department  of  the  South,  Atlanta.  Geonjia: 

Gknkkal:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  i)ara- 
graph  VH  of  Special  Orders  No.  44,  current  series  from  Headquarters 
Department  of  the  South.  I  proceeded  to  Camilla,  Mitchell  county,  Geor- 
gia,  on  the  23(1  instant  to  investigate  the  occurrenci  s  at  that  jdace  on  the 
19th  instant.    I  respectfully  report  as  tolIi>ws: 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  l!)th  instant,  notices  were  circulated  in 
Dougherty  and  Mitclx  11  counties  that  a  Republican  meeting  would  be 
held  at  Camilla,  (k'orgia,  on  that  day,  and  that  W.  T.  Pierce,  a  candiilate 
for  Congress  for  that  district,  John  Mtn-phy,  candidate  as  elector  for  the 
di.strij't,  'i\  F.  Putney  and  others  would  address  the  meeting;  that  pur- 
suant to  that  notice,  a  number  of  coloreil  peo|)le  from  the  plantations  be- 
tween Albany,  fieorgia.  and  the  neighl)orhood  of  Camilla,  proceeded  iu 
a  body  to  that  place,  accompanied  by  nuisicians  in  a  wagon.  This 
crowd  numbered  from  two  to  three  hundred  colored  people,  about  one 
half  of  whom  may  have  carried  fire-arms  of  diircrent  description-;  that 
when  within  from  two  to  three  miles  of  Camilla,  they  were  met  by  M.  S. 
Poore,the  Sheriff  of  Mitchell  county,  accompanied  by  four  or  tivecitizens 
of  Camilla,  who  protested  against  their  entering  the  town  with  arms, 
claiming  that  in  accordance  with  a  late  i)roclamation  of  the  Governor,  he 
was  empowered  to  demand  that  they  do  not  enter  the  town  with  arms. 
This  demand  of  the  Sheriff  was  replied  to  by  Messr*.  Pierce  and  Murphy 
in  behalf  of  the  crowd,  by  their  stating  that  they  were  not  an  orgainzed 
body  and  in  no  way  under  the  control  of  any  one  leader;  that  the  per- 
sons  with  arms  carried  them  of  their  own  accord,  and  assured  the  Sheriff 
and  citizens  of  (>an)illa  with  him,  that  they  were  going  to  Camilla  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  a  political  meeting,  and  that  their  intentions  were 
peaceable,  and  without  intent  to  disturl)e  the  peace  of  the  place.  I  would 
respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  enclo<ed  affidavits  of  \V.  P.  Pierce, 
John  Murphy.  T.  F.  Putney  and  M.  S.  Poore,  Sheriff  of  Mitchell  county, 
for  a  full  understan«ling  of  what  took  place  between  the  Sheriff  and  the 
freedmen  at  this  time. 

From  the  affidavit  it  will  be  seen  that  he  considered  the  attitude  of  the 
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crowd  approaching  the  town  of  such  a  character  as  to  induce  him  to  re- 
turn to  town  and  prepare  the  citizens  against  attack  by  directing  them 
as  a  possee  to  have  their  arms  ready  in  case  he  should  call  upon  them  to 
assist  him  in  preserving  the  peace. 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  evidence  that  these  colored  people 
going  to  Camilla  on  that  day  were  either  instructed  or  advised  by  any 
one  to  carry  arms  with  them,  either  for  purposes  of  detence  or  violenae, 
or  tliat  they  seriou>ly  exj^ected  interruption  in  holding  their  meeting, 
although  from  some  of  the  enclosed  affidavits  it  is  alleged  that  one 
James  Johns,  a  white  citizen  of  Camill;!,  had  frequently  said  that  no  Re- 
publican meeting  should  be  held  in  Camilla,  and  that  on  this  day,  this 
man  Johns,  armed  with  a  gun,  met  the  crowd  some  three  miles  from 
town  and  told  them  that  they  should  have  no  meeting  or  speaking 
nt  Camilla,  and  that  if  they  come  into  town  they  would  be  hurt.  Upon 
the  crowd  entering  the  town  en  route  to  the  Court  House,  they  are  met 
by  this  man  Johns,  who  is  intoxicated  and  nrmed  with  a  gun  ;  he  is  bois- 
tirous  and  angry  in  hi>  manner,  and  orders  the  musicians  in  the  wagon 
to  cease  playing;  his  orders  are  not  obeyed.  In  some  of  the  enclosed  affi- 
daAit<  it  is  stated  that  he  then  fired  his  gun  nt  the  people  in  the  wagon; 
by  others,  that  his  gun  was  discharged  accidentally  and  not  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  wagon.  However,  this  may  be,  the  result  of  the  discharge  of 
this  man's  gun,  was  immediate  fire  from  both  colored  people  and  citi- 
zens of  the  i)!ace.  It  is  admitted  by  all  persons  that  this  man's  gun  was 
the  first  one  fired ;  thtit  it  was  discharged  without  provocation.  In  con- 
versation with  citizens  of  Camilla,  this  man  Johns  was  described  to  me 
as  a  drunken  and  dangerous  man  and  frequently  in  difficulties,  and  one 
whose  acts  they  deprecated,  and  that  on  that  day  he  was  intoxicated. 
Under  these  circutustances  it  can  not  but  be  considered  neglectlul  on  the 
part  of  the  Sheriff  in  not  seeing  that  this  man  Johns  was  kept  out  of  the 
way  on  that  day,  particularly  as  he  was  drunk,  and  as  he,  theSherifl,  ap- 
pears to  have  apprehended  so  much  trouble  from  the  approaching  crowd 
and  the  excitement  existing  among  tlie  citizens  of  the  place. 

For  a  full  understanding  of  tne  occurrences  from  the  time  the  Sheriff 
met  the  crowd  advancing  on  the  road  to  town  until  the  firing  commenced 
and  its  results.  I  ropectfully  call  attention  to  the  enclosed  affidavits  of 
both  citizens  of  Camilla  and  persons  who  went  there  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing. As  far  as  it  was  possible  to  learn  the  casualties  on  that  day,  were  as 
follows:  9  kille.l,  colored  ;  from  25  to  30  wounded,  colored,  several  slight- 
ly ;  G  citizens  of  Camilla,  white,  wounded,  none  severely. 

From  the  enclosed  statement  of  parties  present,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
firing  in  town  did  not  continue  many  minutes,  but  that  the  colored  peo- 
ple fled  to  the  adjoining  woods,  and  that  they  were  pursued  by  the  citi- 
zens as  a  possee  of  the  Sheriff,  some  of  them  mounted  and  some  on  foot, 
and  that  firing  of  guns  was  heard  through  the  woods  during  the  balance 
Of  the  day.  The  Sheriff  in  his  affidavit  states  that  three  colored  men  were 
killed  one  mile  from  the  town. 

I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  proof  that  the  colored  people  who  went 
that  day  to  Camilla  were  advised  by  any  of  the  white  men  who  accom- 
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panied  them,  and  who  were  to  address  them,  either  to  go  armed  for  defenc 
or  violence,  but  that  on  the  contrary  the  enclosed  affidavits  show  that 
Messrs.  Pierce,  Murphy  and  Putney  all  advised  and  impressed  upon 
them  that  they  should  l)e  peaceable  and  law-abiding  in  all  their  acts,  as 
they  were  meeting  at  this  place,  Camilla,  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights 
as  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Albany  were  in  any  way  implicated 
or  connected  with  the  occurrence  at  Camilla  on  the  19th  instant,  is  in  no 
way  proven.  It  is  explained  in  the  affidavit  of  the  Shcrifl' of  Mitchell 
county  that  notice  of  some  colored  people  having  left  Albany  on  the 
evening  of  the  ItSth  instant  tor  Camilla,  was  received  by  him  through  a 
person  living  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Newton.  This  is  in  no  way  de- 
nied, as  by  reference  to  the  affidavit  of  Pet'^r  Hines,  the  leader  of  the 
band,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  musicians  with  other  Ireedmen.  left  Albany 
on  the  evening  of  the  IMh  iu'^t.  J  herewith  transmit  the  proceedings  of 
the  citizens  of  Albany,  Georgia,  held  on  the  21st  inst.,  and  would  state  that 
information  was  freely  tendered  me  by  all  parties.  I  was  accompanied 
by  Brevet  Major  (>.  II.  Howard,  sub-Assistant  Commissioner  Bureau 
Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lauds,  from  Albany,  Georgia,  to 
Camilla.  Georgia,  and  from  what  I  could  learn,  the  coU^-ed  people  and 
whites  were  peaceably  disposed  toward-  each  other. 

In  my  investigation  of  this  matter  I  was  materially  assi^tecl  ^by  Major 
Howard,  and  upoi\  my  arrival  at  Camilla,  the  citizens  of  that  place  ap- 
peared desirous  th:it  the  occurrence  on  the  lOth  instant  should  be  inves- 
tigated. Up  to  the  date  of  my  vi>it  there,  no  action  had  l)een  taken  in 
this  matter  by  the  civil  authorities  of  the  county,  nor  had  any  inquest 
been  held  over  the  bodies  of  tho<e  killed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

(signed)        WM.  MILL^, 

Captain  Kith  Infantry. 
A  true  copy: 

R.   C.   DRUM,   x\f:sistant  Adjutant  General. 


Eeporting  Condition  of  Affairs  in  North  and  South 
Carolina. 


HEADQUAliTEUS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  October  17,  1868. 
Brevet  Major  Oeneral  John  A.  Rawlins,  Chief  of  Staffs  Head- 

quartei^a  of  the  Ann)/,    Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Gexkral: — I  transmit  herewith  several  communications  from  the 
Governor  of  South  CarolinUj  and  one  from  the  Governor  of  North 
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Carolina  in  relation  to  the  use  of  troops,  in  sustainin*^  the  civil  gov- 
ernments in  these  States.  Similar  communication?,  both  verbal  and 
writt(?n,  have  been  presented  by  the  Governor's  of  Georgia,  Alabama 
and  Florida.  The  sum  and  substance  of  all  those  communications 
are,  that  the  present  state  governments  in  these  states,  are  powerless, 
and  without  the  support  of  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States, 
are  unable  to  exercise  their  functions  or  execute  the  laws.  The  en- 
dorsements on  the  enclosed  communications,  as  well  as  my  correspon- 
dence with  Major  General  Miles,  commandingin  North  Cai'olina,  (]«&2) 
forwarded  in  my  letter  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  of  date 
the  9th  instant,  will  fully  explain  my  position  on  these  questions.  In 
brief  I  have  informed  thie  several  Governors,  that  I  can  tind  nothing 
u  existing  laws  or  the  instructions  sent  for  my  guidance,  which  will 
justify  my  answering  their  call,  which  really  means,  that  I  should  as- 
sume the  government  of  the  several  states,  employing  the  civil  oflScers 
backed  by  military  power  ;  that  my  sole  and  exclusive  duty  is  to 
preserve  the  peace,  and  that  only,  after  it  is  evident  the  civil  power  is 
unable  so  to  do,  and  calls  on  me  in  the  manner  proscribed  by  existing 
laws;  that  whenever  the  civil  authorities,  in  their  attempts  to  exe- 
cute the  laws,  meet  with  resistance  greater  than  they  can  overcome, 
and  appeal  through  the  proper  channels  to  me,  I  will  see  they  are  sus- 
tained. 

Roc<^ntly,  I  have  visited  Columbia,  S.  C,  and  had  a  very  full 
interview  with  Governor  Scott  of  that  State.  From  the  represen- 
tations of  Governor  Scott,  I  became  satirsfied  there  is  practically,  no 
goveimyjient  in  South  Carolina,  that  what  with  those  officers  who  from 
want  of  sympathy  with  the  State  government  and  its  origin,  7^efuseio 
act,  and  those  who  though  in  full  sympathy  with  the  party  in  power  a?'* 
afraid  to  act,  there  is  in  reality,  no  government  at  all.  I  informed 
Governor  Scott,  as  I  had  informed  others,  that  I  did  not  see  any  rem- 
edy for  the  evil,  short  of  congressional  action,  that  until  some  of  his 
officers  had  the  courage  to  attempt  to  do  their  duty  and  met  with  re- 
sistance, it  was  not  in  my  power  to  take  action.  Before  seeing 
the  Governor,  I  had  previously  ordered  a  distribution  of  the  troops  in 
the  state,  with  a  view  of  preserving  the  peace  on  the  day  of  the  Pres- 
idential election,  and  I  furnished  him  with  a  copy  of  my  General  Or- 
der No.  27,  which  would  shew  him  all  I  felt  authorized  to  do.  As  to 
the  introduction  of  arms,  of  whi<'h  so  much  complaint  is  made,  I  re- 
ferreii  him  to  my  endorsement  to  Bvt.  Brigadier  General  Bomford.  (3) 

Whilst  in  Columbia,  1  had  interviews  with  several  prominent  men 
of  the  Democratic  party,  who  acknowledged  the  whites  in  the  state 
were  arming,  but  disavowed  any  intention  of  resisting  either  the 
State  or  General  Government;  but  said  the  arms  were  to  defend  their 
homes  and  families,  in  caseof  a  negro  insurrection  which  they  deemed 
immiiient  from  the  incpndiary  appeals  made  to  the  negroes  by  politi- 
cal and  ftartisan  agents. 

It  was  impossible  to  form  any  correct  judgment  from  the  very  op- 
posite statements  made  by  each  party.  It  was  evident  there  was  a  high 
Btate  of  political  animosity  and  an  averred  fear  on  each  side  that  the 
other  was  about  to  initiate  a  resort  to  force,  but  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve my  General  Order  No.  27,  together  with  the  distribution  of 
troops,  and  the  expressed  determination  on  my  part  to  intervene  to 
preserve  the  peace,  may  have  the  eflect  of  quieting  some  of  the  appre- 
hensions of  both  parties. 
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The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  report  the  existing  condition 
of  affairs,  my  action  on  the  appeals  made  to  me  and  my  viows  of  the 
situation,  to  ask  for  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  superior  authori- 
ty, and  to  state  that  if  there  is  any  serious  determination,  to  resist,  or 
overthrow  the  present  state  governments,  or  if  I  am  expected  to  give 
them  the  aid  and  support,  without  which  they  seem  to  be  unable  to 
stand,  that  my  present  force  is  entirely  inadequate  to  the  duties  I  will 
be  called  on  to  discharge.  1  do  not  myself  believe  there  will  be  any 
open  resistance  to  the  State  Government,  and  most  certainly  none  to 
the  General  Government;  but  I  iiave  no  doubt  that  every  effort  will  be 
and  is  being  made,  within  what  is  considered  the  strict  letter  of  the 
law,  to  paralyse  and  render  impotent  the  several  State  Governments, 
and  that  in  states  like  South  Carolina,  where  the  intelligent  and  ac- 
tive population,  the  whites,  are  almost  unanimous  against  the  govern- 
ment, it  will  be  impracticable  to  maintain  the  same  without  military 
aid  from  the  general  government. 

Should  the  General-in-Chief  not  have  returned  to  Washington  on 
receipt  t)f  this  letter,  I  beg  the  same  may  belaid  before  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)         GEOKGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A, 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DS,UM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General 

[1] 

HEADQUARTERS  DKPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Atlanta,  Gkorgta,  September  29,  1868. 
Brevet    Major    General  N.  A.   Mites,  Commanding  District  of  North 
Carolina^  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

Gexkral  : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  25th  instant,  enclosing  the  affidavit  of  a  citizen,  affirm- 
ing there  are  a  large  number  of  arms  secreted  at  a  political  club-room, 
at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  requesting  authority  to  seize  them. 

The  Commanding  General  s'es  nothing  in  your  letter  to  change 
his  decision  sent  you  by  telegraph  on  the  26ih  instant,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  enclosed.  There  is  no  evidence  to  show  these  arms 
are  to  be  used  for  improper  purposes,  nor  is  there  any  that  the  civil 
authorities,  now  charged  with  the  preservation  of  order,  have  made 
any  effort  to  ascertain  whether  these  arms  are  being  collected  for  im- 
proper purposes,  or  if  so,  to  seize  them  ;  nor  is  their  evidence  of  any 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  civil  government  to  accomplish  this,  or  any 
call  on  the  military  for  aid  in  consequence  of  such  failure. 

The  General  thinks  you  do  not  properly  conceive  the  position 
now  occupied  by  the  military  power,  and  invites  your  attention 
to  the  circular  letter  of  August  ^5th  last,  and  the  copies  of  papers  fur- 
nished you  on  the  15th  instant,  containing  the  instructions  t>f  the  War 
Department  and  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  exercise  of  civil  and  military  power. 

The  General  does  not  see  the  application  of  section  six  (6)  of  the 
Act  of  March  2,  1867,  to  the  case  in  point,  as  the  act  refers  to  organ- 
ized militia.     In  his  opinion,  the  proper  course  to   pursue   is,   if  the 
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storing  of  these  arms  is  judged  to  be  a  violation  of  any  United  States 
law,  to  submit  the  evidence  to  the  United  8tates  District  Attorney, 
who  should  proceed  to  seize  them  according  to  law.  If  they  are  ad- 
judged us  violating  any  State  or  municipal  statute,  then  the  proper 
prosecuting  oflicer  should  take  action.  Whenever  such  action  is  ta- 
ken, and  said  officer  is  resisted  and  reports  his  inability  to  carry  out 
either  the  United  States  or  State  law,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the 
Oommanding  General  consider  himself  justitied  in    interfering. 

Very  resp^ctfuHy,  j'our  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)         K.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjuianf.  Oeneral. 
A  true  copy  : 

K..  C.  DRUM,  Assisia7it  Adjutant  General. 

[^] 

HEADQUAETEES,  DEPAETMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Atlanta,  Gkorgia,  September  26,  1868. 
Major  General  N.  A.  Miles,  U.  S.  A.,  Raleigh,  N.  C: 

The  commanding  General  directs  that  you  report  the  fact  stated  in 
your  telegram,  of  this  date,  to  the  proper  civil  authorities,  and  see 
what  action  they  take  in  the  matter. 

(Signed)         E.  C.  DEUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
A  true  copy : 

E.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Endorsement  on  a  communication  representing  that  armed  organizatioria 
exist  in  the  State  of  South  G/rolina,  forwarded,  endorsed,  by  Brevet 
Brigadier  General  J.  V.  Bomford,  co'>nmanding  District  of  South 
Carolina, 

"Eespectfully  returned  to  Brevet  Brigadier  GeneralJ.  V.  Bomford, 
U.  S.  A.,  commanding  District  of  South  Carolina.  As  presented, 
this  case  is  not  one  that  the  Commanding  General  can  take  a(;tion  on. 
There  is  no  evidence  showing  that  the  arms  are  held  by  the  parties 
referred  to  for  unlawful  purposes,  nor  that  the  civil  authorities  have 
taken  any  action  to  ascertain  and  determine  this  fact;  and,  if  held  for 
improper  purposes,  to  seize  them,  or  any  evidence  that  the  attempted 
seizure  has  failed.  The  Governor  should  be  clearly  informed  of  the 
position  now  occupied  by  the  military  power,  which  is  set  forth  in 
the  Circular  Letter  of  August  2-3th  last,  and  the  instructions  of  the 
War  Department,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General 
on  the  power  of  the  civil  and  the  military,  furnished  on  the 
fifteenth  of  September.  In  the  General's  opinion  the  proper 
course  to  pursue,  is,  that  if  the  alleged  organization  is  judged 
to  be  a  violation  of  the  National  law,  the  evidence  in  the  case 
should  be  sent  to  the  United  States  District  Attorney,  who  should 
take  the  necessary  legal  steps  to  disarm  them.  If  it  is  adjudged  as 
violating  the  State,  or  municipal  law,  then  the  proper  prosecuting  of- 
ficer should  take  action.     Whenever  such  action   is   taken,    and   the 
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proper  officer  is  resisted,  and  reports  his  inability  to  curry  ont  either 
the  United  States  or  State  law,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the  Com- 
manding General  feel  justified  in  interfering. 

By  Order  of  Major  General  Meade: 
(Signed)         E.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
A  true  copy  : 

R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjxdant  General 


The  foliowiBg  are  the  General  Orders  issued  during 
the  year  relative  to  Civil  Affairs  in  the 
Third   Military  District. 
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HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

(Department  of  Georgia,  Florida  &  Alabama,) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  10,  1868, 
General  Orders ] 

No.  6.  j 

I.  ir/iereas.  The  Constitutional  Convention  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  recently  in  session  at  Montgomery,  in  that  State, 
adopted  the  following  ordinance: 

'^An  ordinance  to  s/ay  coUcction  of  Debts. 

Be  it  Ordained  by  the  people  of  Alabama  in  Convention  As- 
sembled, That  when  any  writ  of  execution,  venditioni  cxpo- 
nus,  or  other  legal  process,  requiring  the  sale  of  i)roi)erty,  shall 
be,  or  has  been  issued  from  anj'  court  of  this  State,  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  otlicer  to  whom  delivered  for  collection,  to  re- 
turn the  said  writ  or  other  process  to  the  pro[>er  court,  with 
his  endorsement  thereon,  'Returned  by  opeiation  of  Law/ 
dated  and  signed  by  him.  'J  his  ordinance  to  n^nain  in  full 
force  u.ntil  the  1st  day  of  January,  lS(;i) ;  Provided,  This  ordi- 
nance shall  not  ajiply  to  judgments  in  favor  of  laborers  and 
mechanics  for  services  rendered  sijice  July  21,  18(5")." 

And  W/ur((fs.  the  passage  of  this  onlinance  which  was  in- 
tended to  afford  relief  to  debtors  in  that  State  has,  on  the  con- 
trary, caused  increased  distress  to  them  by  occasioning  very 
numerous  atlem})ts  to  evade  its  i)rovisi()ns  by  foicing sales  un- 
der execution  in  the  interval  between  the  time  of  its  passage 
and  of  its  talking  etl'ect ;  and  whrnds,  such  sales,  in  the  pres- 
ent unsettled  condition  of  affairs  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and 
in  consecjuence  of  the  low  price  of  cotton,  result  in  such  sac- 
rifices of  property  as  are  ruinous  to  debtors  and  of  but  little 
benefit  to  creditors  ;  and  luhereas,  the  people  of  that  State 
have  no  method  of  enforcing  their  will,  as  exi)ressed  in  said 
ordinance,  until  after  the  latilication  of  the  constitution 
franif^d  by  said  convention  which  has  been  submitted  to  them 
for  their  ratification  or  rejection  on  the  4th  day  of  February 
next. 

II.  Therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  plenary  powers  invested  by 
the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress  in  tJie  Commanding  Gen- 
eral of  the  Third  Military  Distiict,  and  for  the  temporary  re- 
lief of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Alabama  ; 

*  It  is  ordered  :  That  said  ordinance  shall  from  this  date  be 
deemed  to  have  taken  efiect  in  said  State  and  shall  continue 
in  full  force  and  validity,  until  the  result  of  said  election  on 
the  ratilication  of  said  constitution  shall  have  been  ascertained 
and  published  from  these  Headquarters  ;  the  force  of  this  or- 
der then  to  cease  should  said  constitution  be  rejected.  But 
Bhould  said  constitution  be  adopted  by  the  people,  this  order 
shall  continue  in  force  until  such  constitution  shall  have  been 
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submitted  to  Congress  for  examination  and  approval  as  pro- 
vided for  in  said  reconstruction  acts,  and  until  Congress  shall 
have  approved  or  rejected  said  Constitution. 

III.  It  is  further  directed  that  this  order  be  respected  and 
obeyed  by  the  several  civil  officers,  Tudicial  and  otherwise  in 
the  fetate  of  Alabama. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 
(Signed)          K.   C.   DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
{Order  fs^   of  a  similar  character,  were  issued  for  the  States  of 

Georgia  &  Florida.) 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

{De2:)artQnent  of  Georgia^  Florida  and  Alabama.) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  15,  1868. 
General  Orders,  ^ 

No.  10.  J 

The  frequency  of  reported  outrages,  and  the  accompanying 
expression  of  opinion  of  subordinate  officers,  that  no  justice 
is  to  be  expected  from  the  civil  authorities,  require  notice  and 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Major  General  Commanding. 

I.  The  Commanding  General  desires  it  to  be  understood 
thnt  the  trial  and  punishment  of  criminals  is  to  be  left  to  tiio 
civil  autliorities,  so  long  as  the  said  authorities  are  energetic, 
active,  aud  do  justice  to  the  rights  of  person  and  property 
without  distinction  of  race  or  color.  Whenever  the  Major 
General  Commanding  is  satisfied  from  evidence  produced  that 
the  civil  authorities  fail  to  do  their  duty  theji  prompt  action 
will  be  taken  by  him  both  for  the  punishment  of  criminals 
and  the  removal  from  office  of  derelict  civil  officers. 

II.  The  military  are  to  co-operate  with,  and  aid  the  civil  au- 
thorities in  the  detection,  capture,  and  custody  of  criminals, 
and  they  are  further  authorized  in  cases  where  they  have  rea- 
son to  believe  the  civil  authorities  are  not  disposed  to  do  tneir 
duty,  to  retain  criminals  in  custody  until  the  fact  becomes 
evident  whether  the  civil  authorities  will,  or  will  not  perform 
their  duty— immediately  reporting  their  acton  on  all  such 
cases  to  these  Headquarters. 

III.— Writs  of  habeas  corpus  issued  against  criminals  in  the 
eustodv  of  the  military  will  be  obeyed  so  far  as  to  produce  the 
body  of  the  prisoner  in  court,  and  the  making  of  a  respectful 
return  setting  forth  the  grounds  and  authority  by  which  the 
prisoner  is  held— should  the  court  fail  to  respect  the  authority 
under  which  the  prisoner  is  held— the  custody  of  the  criminal 
will  not  be  transferred  to  the  court  without  a  reference  to  these 
Headquarters. 

IV.  The  Major  General  desires  to  impress  on  the  officers 
under  his  command  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  and 
good  judgment.  It  is  his  determination  to  afford  the  civil 
authorities  every  opportunity  to  discharge  their  duties  un- 
trammelled by  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  military,  but 
such  as  they,  the  civil  authorities,  may  invite  and  desire.     He 
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makes  this  public  notice  to  the  civil  authorities  that  they  may 
be  governed  thereby — assuring  them  they  shall  be  respected 
in  the  exercise  of  their  povvers  so  long  as  impartial  justice  is 
meted  out  to  all ;  but  the  Commanding  General  is  determined 
to  exercise  to  the  fullest  extent  the  plenary  povvers  with  which 
he  is  entrusted  to  secure  piotection  of  persons  and  property  in 
the  District  he  commands. 
By  order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 

(Signed;     '    R.  C.  DRUM,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

{Department  of  Georgia,  Florida  and  Alabama.) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  February  2,  1868. 
General  Orders 


No.  22. 
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Numerous  applications  having  been  made  to  the  Major  Gene- 
ral Commanding,  relative  to  the  provisions  and  the  execution 
of  General  Orders  No.  49,  series  of  18(57,  from  these  Headcjuar- 
ters,  and  being  satisfied  from  reports  and  rej)resentations  that, 
in  some  instancs,  the  operations  of  the  order  have  })rovea 
embarrassing  and  of  an  effect  not  designed  when  it  was  issued 
— the  intention  having  been  to  prevent  by  prompt  and  ener- 
getic action  the  use  of  ollicial  i)atronage  to  obstruct,  hinder 
and  delay  reconstruction  under  the  Acts  of  Congress — he 
therefore  directs  that  the  aforesaid  order  be  modilied  to  read 
as  follows : 

I.— The  giving  of  all  advertisements  and  other  official  pub- 
lications heretofore  or  hereafter  to  be  i>rovided  for  by  State  or 
municipal  laws  or  ordinances,  by  the  civil  oilicers  whose  duty 
it  is  to  cause  such  publications  to  be  made,  is  prohibited,  to 
8uch  newspapers  and  such  only,  as  attempt  to  obstruct  in  any 
manner  the  civil  officers  appointed  by  the  military  officers  in 
this  District  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  by  threats  of  vio- 
lence, of  prosecution  or  other  penalty  as  soon  as  the  military 
protection  is  withdrawn  for  acts  performed  in  their  official 
capacity. 

IE. — if  in  any  of  the  counties  in  either  of  the  States  in  this 
District,  there  be  but  one  newspaper  published,  civil  officers, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  advertise  in  accoidance  with  law,  are  ait- 
thorizedto  advertise  in  said  paper  regardless  of  the  i^rovisions 
of  paragraph  I  of  this  order. 

IH.— All  officers  in  this  jMilitary  District,  whether  military 
or  civil,  and  all  boards  of  registration,  or  other  persons  in  the 
employment  of  the  United  States  under  military  jurisdiction, 
are  directed  to  give  prompt  attention  to  the  enforcement  of 
this  order.  Opposition  to  Reconstruction,  when  conducted 
in  a  legitimate  manner,  is  not  to  be  considered  an  offence  ;  but 
will  be  so  considered  when  accompanied  by  violent  and  in- 
cendiary articles  threatening  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  or 
by  attempts  to  obstruct  civil  officers,  as  indicated  in  paragraph 
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I  of  this  order.  Should  any  civil  officer  violate  the  provisions 
of  this  order,  the  case  will  be  promj)tly  reported  to  these  Head- 
quarters. 

IV. — This  order  is  not  to  be  construed  as  affecting  advertise- 
ments being  published  at  the  date  of  the  order,  or  prior  to  its 
receipt  by  the  civil  officer  who  is  affected  thereby. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 

R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral 


HEADQUAKTEKS  THIRD  MILITAKY  DISTRICT, 

[Dcpai^tment  of  Georgia^  Florida  and  Alabama.) 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  Febrnaiy  22,  1868. 
Oeneral  Orders,  \ 

No.  27.  J 

I.  The  Constitutional  Convention  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
now  in  session  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  adopted  on  the  19th  day 
of  February,  1868,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  : 

Whereas,  The  Convention  has  deternnned  that  there  shall 
be  no  imprisonment  for  debt  in  thcKtMle  ,•  and  wheroas.  cred- 
itors are  oppressing  debtors  by  th'-  use  of  what  is  known  as 
,"  Bail  Process"  and  writ  of  ea.  sa.,  'i'hnefore, 

Benolvcd,  Tliat  in  the  opinion  of  this  C'onvention,  saul  pro- 
ceedings are  contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Commaning  this  District,  is 
hereby  requested  to  protect,  hy  order,  the  ]>eople  of  this  State 
from  the  evil  above  set  forth,  and  that  such  order  remain  in 
force,  until  such  time  as  the  people  have  expressed  their  will 
in  regard  to  the  Constitution. 

II.  Therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  plenary  powers  vested  by  the 
Reconstruction  Acts  of  Congress  in  the'Commanding  General 
of  the  Third  Military  District,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
effect  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  as  expressed  by 
their  delegates  in  Convention, 

It  is  ordered:  That  imprisonmeiit  for  debt  is  prohibited  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  hereafter  no  bail  process  in  civil 
cases  or  writ  of  ca.  sa.  shall  be  issued  out  of  any  of  the  courts 
of  this  State. 

III.  Every  person  now  in  prison  in  this  State  under  any 
such  process  or  writ,  will  be  immediately  discharged  from 
prison. 

IV.  This  order  to  remain  in  force  until  the  people  of  Geor- 
gia shall  express  their  will  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
Acts  of  Congress  in  regard  to  the  constitution  to  be  submitted 
to  them  by  the  said  Constitutional  Convention,  or  until  fur- 
ther orders  from  these  Headquarters. 

By  order  of  Major  General  ;RIeade  ; 
(Signed)         K.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

{Department  of  Georgia,  Florida  &  Atabama,) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  February  25,  1868. 
General  Orders 


No.  29. 


"1 


I.  Tr/i<?rea.9,  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  the  State  of 
Elori(ia  on  the  21st  day  of  February,  18G8,  adopted  the  follow- 
ing Ordinance  : 

Be  it  ordained,  That  this  convention  does  hereby  levy  and 
assess  a  tax  of  one  sixth  of  one  per  cent  on  all  the  taxable 
property  of  the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expen- 
ses of  tliis  convention,  and  the  compensation  *^of  officers  and 
members  thereof,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Tax  Collec- 
tors of  the  sev^eral  counties  of  this  State  to  collect  the  tax  so 
assessed  on  or  belbre  the  tirst  day  of  January,  A.  I).,  1869,  and 
to  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  tiie  Statt"^  immediately  up- 
on the  collection  thereof,  and  that  the  collectors  shall  collect 
the  same  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Blorida 
for  the  collection  of  State  taxes. 

>Sec.  2.  J]e  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Comptroller  shall 
issue  to  the  Tax  O)llector  all  necessary  orders  for  the  collec- 
tion and  payment  of  the  taxes  aforesaid,  which  order  shall  be 
binding  upon  said  Tax  Collectors. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Tax.  Collector  shall 
receive  the  same  per  cent  as  they  are  now  allowed  by  law  for 
collecting  the  State  tax. 

Sec.  4:.  Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Governor  of  this 
State  is  hereby  em})owered  and  authorized  to  issue  BoJids 
bearing  eight  per  cent  interest  per  annum,  i)ayable  on  the  1st 
day  of  March,  A.  D.,  18G9,  in  such  sums  as  he  may  deem  ex- 
pedient, not  exceeding  in  amount  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
wliich  shall  be  redeemed  out  of  the  proceeds  of  said  special 
tax  when  collected,  and  the  Financial  Agent  for  the  purpose 
of  defiaying  the  immediate  expenses  of  this  convention  is 
hereby  eni])Owered  to  dispose  oj'  tiie  said  l^onds  and  to  pay 
from  the  ]u*()cee<ls  thereof  such  accounts  as  may  be  audited  by 
the  Finance  Committee,  and  deposit  the  balance,  if  any,  with 
the  Treasurer  of  the  State. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  is  hereby  requested,  authorized  and  directed 
to  issue  certificates  of  indebtedness  to  the  full  amount  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  which  C(irtihcates  of  indebtedness  shall  (be) 
receivable  for  the  tax  levied  untier  this  Ordinance  and  all 
State  du(H.  Said  certificates  shall  l)ear  the  impress  of  the  seal 
of  the  State  Treasurer,  and  shall  be  in  such  amounts  as  the 
Governor  may  deem  exi)edient. 

II.  Therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  plenary  powers  vested  by 
the  xVcts  of  Congress  in  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
Third  Military  District — 

It  is  ordered,  That  all  of  said  Ordinance,  except  what  is 
contained  in  these  words  of  the  fifth  Section  thereof,  ^^and  all 
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State  dues,^^  is  approved  and  directed  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion, as  in  said  Ordinance  provided. 

III.  Tlie  certiiicates  of  indebtedness  provided  to  be  issued, 
as  above,  sliall  be  i)aid  out  only  on  account  of  the  expenses  of 
said  Convention  and  the  conipensaiion  of  the  otticers  and 
members  thereof,  and  all  of  such  certificates  that  may  not  be 
received  in  payment  of  said  special  tax,  shall  be  redeemed  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  said  special  tax  when  the  same  shall  have 
been  collected. 

By  orcfer  of  Major  General  Meade: 

(Si^nied)         li.  C.  DKUM, 

Assistayit  Adjutant  General 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

{Department  of  Georgia,  Florida  cfe  Alabama.) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  February  28,  1868. 
General  Orders,  \ 

No.  31.  J 

I.  The  commanding  General  having  received  information 
through  official  sources  that,  in  some  instances,  the  courts 
and  officers  charged  with  providing  for  the  support  of  pau- 
pers, and  with  the  care  of  persons  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
public  charities  in  this  District,  refuse  such  support  and  bene- 
fits to  persons  of  color,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  all  the  civil  courts  and  officers  in  the  several 
States  constituting  this  military  district,  whose  duty  it  is  made 
by  law  to  provide  for  the  relioi'of  paupers,  shall  extend  relief 
to  all  persons  entitled  to  claim,  and  claiming  the  same  as  pau- 
pers, without  any  discrimination  as  to  race  or  color ;  and  that 
in  all  the  public  institutions  of  said  several  States,  supported 
by  legislative  apx>ropriation  or  taxation,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  the  Blind,  or  the  Insane,  indigent  colored 
persons  shall  be  received  on  the  same  conditions  and  enjoy 
all  the  benefits  which  white  persons  are  entitled  to  receive 
and  enjoy  in  such  institutions. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 

{Signed(        R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
{Department  of  Georgia,  Florida  and  Alabama.) 

Atlanta  Georgia,  March  18,  1868. 
General  Orders  ^ 

No.  44.  j 

Whereas,  The  laws  of  Alabama  provide  that  the  Sheriff  of 
a  county  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  fifty  cents  per  day,  for 
victualling  a  white  prisoner  in  jail,  and  forty  cents  for  victu- 
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ailing  a  colored  prisoner  in  jail,  and  as  like  discriminations 
may  exist  in  the  other  States  in  this  District :  i(  is  hereby  or- 
dered : 

I.  That  from  this  date,  in  the  several  States  composing  this 
Military  District,  the  Sheriff,  Jailor  or  other  person  entitled 
by  law  to  receive  fees  for  victualling  or  dieting  prisoners  in 
jail,  shall  receive  the  same  fees  or  compensation  for  victual- 
ling or  dieting  a  colored  prisoner  in  jail,  as  is  allowed  by  or 
under  the  authority  of  law,  for  victualling  or  dieting  a  white 
prisoner  in  the  same  jail,  and  to  be  paid  for  in  like  manner. 

II.  That  in  all  the  jails,  penitentiaries  and  other  prisons  in 
this  District,  colored  prisoners  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
food,  the  sama  in  quality  and  quantity,  as  may  be  furnished 
to  the  white  prisoners,  and  that  no  discrimination  as  to  treat- 
ment shall  be  made  in  any  respect,  among  the  prisoners  on 
account  of  color  or  race.  This  order  shall  not  be  construed  as 
requiring  that  white  and  colored  prisoners  shall  be  placed  in 
the  same  cells,  but  only  tnat  the  same  provisions  shall  be 
made  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  colored  prisoners,  as 
may  be  made  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  white  prison- 
ers, 

By  order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 

(Signed)        R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  OeneraL 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

{Department  of  Oeorgia^  I  tor  Ida  and  Alabama.) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  March  21,  1868. 
/ 
Oeneral  Orders,  1 

No.  47.  J 

The  attention  of  the  Commanding  General  having  been 
called  to  the  frequent  breaches  of  the  peace  on  river  boats  ; 
and  of  the  failure  of  the  civil  authorities  to  notice  the  same, 
on  the  ground  that  said  offences  were  generally  committed 
outside  the  limits  of  the  county  in  which  the  complaint  was 
laid;  it  is  therefore  ordered, 

That  any  person  who  shall  commit  a  felony  or  misdemean- 
or on  board  a  steamboat  or  other  watercraft  plying  the  navi- 
gable waters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  States  in 
this  District,  may  be  arrested  and  brought  to  trial  for  such 
offence,  in  any  county  in  said  States  where  the  offender  may 
be  foun«l,  before  any  tribunal  having  jurisdiction  of  such  felo- 
ny or  misdemeanor. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Meade : 

(Signed)        R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  OeneroCl. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

{Department  of  Georgia,  Florida  and  Alabama.) 

Atlanta,  Gkorgia,  April  4,  1868 

(JENERAL  ORDERS  I 

No.  51.  J  '^ 

I.  The  recent  asFassination  at  Columbus,  Georgia,  of  the 
Hon.  G.  W.  Ashburn,  late  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
convention  of  said  State,  and  other  acts  of  violence  and  atro- 
city committed  about  the  same  time  in  various  parts  of  this 
District,  and  the  simultaneous  publication  of  incendiary  arti- 
cles, and  the  receipt  by  many  persons  of  threatening  letters, 
indicating  a  concert  of  action,  by  violence  and  intimidation, 
to  alarm  and  overawe  a  large  part  of  the  population  and  by 
this  means  affect  the  results  of  pending  elections  in  this  Dis- 
trict, ail  of  which  acts  apparently  emanate  from  a  secret  or- 
ganization, for  no  good  i)urpose,  which  seems  to  be  rapidly 
spreading  through  these  States,  make  it  necessary  for  the 
Commanding  G.'neral  to  warn  all  persons  against  the  com- 
mission of  such  acts,  the  publication  of  such  articles,  the 
sending  of  such  letters  or  connecting  themselves  with  such 
evil  organizations,  and  to  assure  all  the  good  people  of  this 
District  that  he  will  use  all  the  powers  he  possesses  to  piotect 
them  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  homes  and  proper- 
ty, and  in  the  exercise  of  their  pt^rsonal  rights  and  political 
privileges. 

II.  He  therefore  directs  all  military  and  civil  officers  in  this 
District,  to  take  the  most  prompt  measures  to  arrest  and  bring 
to  trial  all  persons  who  may  hereafter  print,  publish  or  in  any 
manner  give  circulation  and  publicity  to  such  incendiary  pa- 
pers or  threatening  letters,  and  furthermore  to  arrest  all  per- 
sons who  may  be  known  to  have  participated  in  any  such  acts 
of  violence  as  above  referred  to,  resulting  in  breaches  of  the 
peace  and  injury  to  persons  or  property. 

III.  The  Commanding  General  furthermore  forbids  the  con- 
ductors of  all  newspapers,  job  printing  offices  or  other  presses 
from  printing  or  publishing  any  articles  or  papers  tending  to 
produce  intimidation,  riot  or  bloodshed;  and  any  newspaper 
containing  any  such  publications,  or  press  publishing  the 
same  will  be  stopped,  and  its  proprietors,  editors  and  other 
parties  conected  therewith,  on  being  convicted  before  a  mili- 
tary commission  will  be  subject  to  fine  and  imprisonment  or 
such  other  penalties  as  may  be  deemed  suitable  to  the  oft'ence 
committed. 

IV.  All  public  writers  and  speakers  are  enjoined  to  refrain 
from  inflammatory  appeals  to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of 
the  people,  and  from  publishing  or  saying  anything  calculated 
to  produce  breaches  of  the  peace,  or  to  intimidate  any  persons 
from  the  exercise  of  their  political  privileges. 

V.  Military  Commanders  of  Posts,  Sheriff's  of  Counties, 
Mayors  and  other  municipal  officers,  are  hereby  required  to 
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organize  patrols,  and  other  means  for  the  detection  of  such 
persons  as  avail  themselves  of  the  secresy  of  the  night  for  ex- 
ecutinfj^  their  criminal  purposes.  ^Military  Commanders  of 
Posts  are  required  to  see  that  this  order  is  duly  and  faithfully 
executed  hythe  civil  authorities  witliin  their  jurisdiction,  and 
to  promptly  report  any  failure  or  unwillingness  on  the  part  of 
said  authorities,  who  will  be  held  subject  to  the  penalties  at- 
tached to  disobti^lience  of  the  orders  emanating  from  these 
Headquarters.  Military  Commanders  are  authorized  and  di- 
rected, when  in  their  judgment  the  same  may  be  necessary  to 
organize,  from  the  reliable  and  law-abiding  citizens,  posses  to 
aid  in  the  preservation  of  law  and  order  in  their  respective 
districts;  the  expenses  attendijig  the  pay  and  maintenance  of 
these  posses  to  be  cliarged  to  the  several  counties  or  munici- 
palities as  the  case  may  be. 

Vr.  The  commantling  General  calls  on  all  good  citizens  to 
aid  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  and  to  assist  in  the  arrest 
and  punishment  of  violators  of  this  order  and  the  criminal 
laws  of  the  State,  and  he  admonishes  them  that  unless  acts  of 
intimidation  and  violence  are  checked  and  punished,  bloody 
retaliation  may  be  provoked,  the  peace  of  society  endangered 
or  subverted,  and  much  innocent  blood  be  shed. 

VII.  The  commanding  officers  of  all  military  posts  in  this 
District,  will  immediately  on  receipt  of  this  order,  cause  its 
contents  to  be  generally  made  known,  and  deliver  copies 
thereof  to  all  civil  officers,  editors  of  newspapers  and  presses, 
and  other  parties  to  be  specially  affected  thereby,  within  the 
limits  of  their  commands. 

By  Order  of  Major  General  Meadr: 
(Signed)        S.  F.  BARSTOW, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

[Department  of  Georgia,  Florida  &  Alabama.) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  April  7,  1868. 
General  Orders,  ] 

No.  53.  J 

The  attention  of  the  Major  General  Commanding  has  been 
called  to  the  extraordinary^  course  of  First  Lieutenant  Charles 
T.  Johnson,  ir>th  Regiment  Infantry,  which  lie  deems  so  im- 
portant as  to  justity  comment  in  this  public  manner. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are,  that  Lieutenant. Johnson,  ditrering 
in  opinion  with  Judge  B.  T.  Pope,  of  the  (circuit  Court  of  Cal- 
houn county,  Alabama,  as  to  the  proper  construction  of  Gene- 
ral Orders  Nos.  53  and  55,  of  1867— after  indicating  to  Judge 
Pope  his  views,  and  the  Judge  failing  to  comply  therewith, 
proceeded  to  close  the  court,  arrested  the  Judge,  and,  ascer- 
taining that  the  rjlerk  of  the  Court  did  not  agree  in  his  views, 
although  no  act  was  charged  against  him,  arrested  him  also. 
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Lieutenant  Johnson  herein  committed  two  grave  errors.  In 
the  lirst  place,  had  the  Judge  violated  General  Orders  53  and 
55,  there  was  no  warrant  or  authority  for  his  arrest  hy  Lieu- 
tenant Johnson.  The  power  of  closing  courts  and  arresting 
Judges,  is  vested  alone  in  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
Third  Military  District,  and  has  not  been  delegated,  by  any 
orders,  to  any  subordinate  officer.  On  the  contrary,  para- 
graph I,  General  Orders  No.  4,  series  of  1867,  whilst  it  requires 
subordinate  otiicers  to  report  all  failures  of  the  civil  officers  or 
tribunals  to  render  equal  justice  to  the  people,  expressly  de- 
clares said  civil  officers  and  tribunals  are  not  to  be  interfered 
w^ith  in  ihe  discharge  of  their  duties.  Lieutenant  Johnson 
should  have  confined  himself  to  calling  on  Judge  Pope  for  ex- 
planation, and  reporting  tlie  facts  to  these  Headquarters.  His 
assumption  of  authority  to  arrest,  is  deserving  of  tlie  severest 
censure,  and  is  not  justified  or  })alliated  by  his  zeal  or  consci- 
entious desire  to  do' his  duty,  both  of  which  the  commanding 
General  is  willing  to  admit. 

In  the  second  place,  Lieutenant  Johnson  erred  in  judgment, 
his  construction  of  General  Orders  53  and  55  not  being  correct, 
and,  so  far  as  the  Commanding  General  can  judge  from  the 
correspondence  submitted,  the  construction  of  Judge  Pope 
was  such  as  has  been  given  at  these  Headquarters.  The  ob- 
ject of  Geneial  Oj'ders  Nos.  53  and  55,  was  not  to  declare,  as 
seems  to  be  Lieutenant  Jolinson'sopinion,  thatall  juries  must 
be  in  part  composed  of  colored  men,  and  tliat  no  jury  was  le- 
gal unless  colored  men  were  impanelled.  The  object  and  in- 
tent of  these  orders  was  simply  to  remove  the  distinction 
which  the  laws  of  the  States  in  this  District  made  on  the 
ground  of  color,  and  to  add  to  the  qualifications  for  jurors  re- 
quired by  the  statute,  the  additional  one  that  all  jurors  should 
be  registered  voters.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  papers  sub- 
mitted that  Judge  Pope  declined  obedience  to  these  orders  as 
thus  construed,  or  that  his  course  was  in  conflict  therewith. 
The  Commanding  General  trusts  this  public  disapproval  of 
the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Johnson  will  have  the  effect  to 
render  all  subordinate  officers  cautious,  and  to  refrain  from 
hasty  and  unauthorized  exercise  of  a  power  which  is  only 
vested  by  law  in  the  highest  military  oflftcer  in  the  District. 
By  order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 

(Signed)        S.  F.  BARSTOW, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

{Department  of  Georgia^    Florida  <Sc  Alabama^) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  April  10,  1868. 
General  Orders  "\ 

No.  57.         J 

I.  The  numerous  resignations  of  Sheriffs  of  counties  in  the 
State  of  Georgia  that  have  recently  been  tendered  at  these 
Headquarters,  coming  on  the  eve  of  an   important  election, 
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and  when  there  is  not  sufficient  time  to  make  new  appoint- 
ments, makes  it  proper  and  necessary  for  the  Commanding 
General  to  give  notice,  that  such  resignations  will  not  be  ac- 
cepted, and  tliat  Slieriffs  wlio  liave  been  so  long  holding  their 
offices  at  the  sufferance  of  the  Commanding  General,  will  iK^t 
be  permitted  to  resign  until  after  said  election  is  over;  and 
they  are  hereby  required  to  continue  in  the  faithful  perfor- 
mance of  their  official  duties  until  relieved  from  the  same  by 
orders  from  these  Headquarters.  Any  violation  of  this  order 
will  be  puiiished  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  General  Orders 
No.  42,  for  the  punishment  of  civil  officers  for  disobedience  of 
orders. 

11,  Inasmuch  as  a  numerous  class  of  the  electors  of  this 
State  are,  from  necessity  at  present,  dependent  ui)on  another 
class  for  employment  by  which  they  may  earn  daily  bread  for 
themselves  and  their  families,  and  as  numerous  complaints 
have  been  made  at  these  Head<iuarters,  that  such  laborers 
will  be  intimidated  from  voting  at  the  approaching  election 
by  fear  of  the  loss  of  emj)loyment ;  employers  are  hereby  for- 
bidden any  attempts  to  control  the  action  or  will  of  their  la- 
borers as  to  voting,  by  threats  of  discharge  from  employment 
or  by  other  oppressive  means  ;  and  any  person  who  shall  by 
such  means  prevent  a  laborer  from  voting  as  he  pleases,  or 
ehall  discharge  him  from  employment  on  account  of  his  hav- 
ing exercised  his  privilejjes  as  a  voter,  will,  on  conviction  of 
Buch  offence  before  a  military  commission,  be  punished  by 
fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both. 

irr.  It  i=H  made  the  duty,  as  it  is  certainly  the  desire  of  the 
Commanding  General,  to  secure  to  all  the  duly  registered  vo- 
ters in  the  State  of  CJeorgia  an  opjiortunity  to  vote  at  the  ap- 
proaching election  "freely,  9nd  without  restraint,  fear,  or  the 
influence  of  fraud,"  and  he  calls  upon  all  good  citizens  to  co- 
operate with  liim  in  his  efforts  to  have  the  election  conducted 
fairly  as  required  by  law. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 

(Signed)         K.  C.    DKUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

{Department  of  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida.) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  April  11,  1868. 
General  Orders,  \ 

No.  58.  J 

I.  The  uncertainty  which  seems  to  exist  in  regard  to  hold- 
ing municipal  elections  on  the  20th  instant,  and  the  frequent 
enquiries  addressed  to  these  Headquarters,  renders  it  neces- 
sary for  the  Commanding  General  to  announce  that  said  elec- 
tions are  not  authorized  by  any  orders  from  these  Headquar- 
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ters.  Managers  of  elections  are  hereby  prohibited  from  re- 
ceiving any  votes,  for  any  otllces  except  such  offices  as  are 
provided  for  in  the  Constitution  to  be  submitted  for  ratitica- 
tion— the  voting  for  whicli  officers  is  authorized  by  General 
Orders  Nos.  40  and  52. 

II.  Complaints  having  been  made  to  these  Headquarters  by 
planters  and  others,  that  improper  means  are  being  used  to 
cnmpel  laborers  to  leave  their  work  to  attend  political  meet- 
ings, and  threats  being  made  that,  in  case  of  refusal,  penalties 
will  be  attached  to  said  refusal  :  the  Major  General  command- 
ing announces  that  ail  such  attempts  to  control  the  move- 
ments of  laborers  and  interfere  with  the  rights  of  employers, 
is  strictly  forbidden,  ancJ^will  be  cr)nsidered,  and  on  conviction 
will  be  punished,  the  same  as  any  attempts  to  dissuade  and 
prevent  voters  from  going  to  the  Polls,  as  referred  to  in  para- 
graph II,  General  Orders  No.  57. 

III.  The  Major  General  commanding  also  makes  known 
that,  whilst  he  acknowledges  and  will  require  to  be  respected 
the  right  of  laborers  to  peaceably  assemble  at  night  to  discuss 
political  questions,  yet  he  discountenances  and  forbids  the 
assembling  of  armed  bodies  and  requires  that  all  such  assem- 
blages shal  notify  either  the  military  or  civil  authorities  of 
these  proposed  meetings,  and  said  military  and  civil  authori- 
ties are  enjoined  to  see  that  the  right  of  electors  to  peaceably 
assemble  for  legitimate  puri:»oses  is  not  disturbed. 

IV.  The  wearing  or  carrying  of  arms,  either  concealed  or 
otherwise  by  persons  not  connected  with  the  military  service 
of  the  government  or  such  civil  officers  whose  duty  under  the 
laws  and  orders  it  is  to  preserve  the  public  peace,  at,  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  polling  places,  on  the  days  set  apart  for  hold- 
ing the  election  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  is  positively  forbid- 
den. Civil  and  military  otllcers  will  see  tbat  this  order,  as 
well  as  all  others  relating  to  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and 
qniet  of  the  counties  in  which  they  are  acting,  is  strictly  ob- 
served. 

V.  The  commanding  officers  sub-Districts  of  Georgia  and 
Florida,  will  take  prompt  measures  to  give  publicity  to  this 
order  through  the  Superintendents  of  Registration  and  the 
officers  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  and  will  enjoin  on  the  lat- 
ter to  instruct  and  advise  the  freedmen  in  their  rights  and 
duties. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 

(Signed)        R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

{Department  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama.) 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  April  24,  1868. 
General  okdeks  ^ 


No.  69. 

Application  having  been  made  to  the  commanding  General 
for  permission  to  allow  persons  convicted  of  minor  offences, 
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by  civil  courts,  to  work  out  the  fines  imposed  on  them  on  the 
public  highway, 

It  is  hcreb.i/  ordered,  That  Sub-District  commanders,  may 
on  the  application  of  the  proper  civil  authorities,  allow  the 
employment  on  the  public  highway,  at  a  fair  compensation, 
of  all  such  persons.  (Treat  care  will  be  taken  that  this  au- 
thority is  not  abused  by  overworking  the  prisoners  or  retain- 
ing them  longer  in  confinement  than  is  necessary. 

The  use  of  the  ball  and  chain  is  i>ermitted  in  cases  where  it 
is  impracticable  to  furnish  the  proper  guard,  or  when  there  is 
danger  of  escape  ;  but  this  order  is  not  intended  to  revive  or 
authorize  the  use  of  the  chain  gang,  j^reviously  prohibited. 
By  Order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 
(Signed)        R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjuta)it  GeneraL 


HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
{Department  of  Georgia,  Florida  &  Alabama,) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  ]May  20,  isas. 
General  Orders  1 

No.  80.  J 

So  much  of  the  sentences  of  the  prisoners,  {  William  Petti- 
grew,  Frank  H.  Mundni/,  Hmjh  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Rob- 
erts, James  Steele,  John  Cnllcn,  and  Samuel  Strai/horii,  citi- 
zens,) sentenced  by  General  Orders  No  72,  to  confinement  at 
hard  labor  at  the  Dry  Tortugas,  as  remains  unexpired,  on  the 
receipt  of  this  order  at  Fort  Jefierson,  is  hereby  remitted,  and 
the  i»ris«>ners  will  be  discharged. 

In  thus  early  releasing  these  prisoners,  the  Major  General 
Commanding  trusts  the  clemency  extended  towards  them 
will  not  be  misunderstood.  These  misguided  and  thought- 
less young  men  were  convicted,  after  a  fair  trial,  of  acts  of  vi- 
olence and  outrage  against  a  citizen  with  the  object  of  driving 
him  out  of  the  State.  The  fretpient  complaints  of  similar 
conduct,  and  the  failure  of  the  civil  authoiities  to  repress  the 
evil,  rendered  it  necessary  to  exercise  the  ])ower  conferred  on 
him  by  law,  and  bring  tliese  prisoneis  before  a  military  tri- 
bunal. Their  conviction  and  punishment  having,  however, 
vindicated  tlie  principle  involved,  the  Commanding  General, 
in  view  of  the  sufiering  imposed  on  the  relatives  and  friends 
of  the  prisoners,  of  the  promises  made  of  future  good  conduct, 
and  in  the  belief  tnat  a  proper  example,  earlier  made,  might 
have  deterred  the  prisoners  from  committing  the  ofience,  has 
directed  the  discharge  of  the  i)risoners. 

The  Commanding  General  takes  this  occasion  to  state  that 
similar  clemency  need  not  be  expected  in  future,  and  he 
warns  the  people  of  his  District  that  he  is  determined  to  sup- 
press all  lawlessness  and  violence,  and  all  attempts  of  indi- 
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viduals  to  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  or  to  decide  who 
shall  or  shall  not  live  in  the  country.  To  protect  every  i)er- 
son  in  his  rights  of  person  and  property,  is  made  by  the  law 
the  paramount  duty  of  the  Commandiiip:  Gt^neral,  and  it  is 
well  the  people  of  the  District  and  the  authorities  having  in 
charge  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  and  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  should  know  that  he  is  determined  to  exercise  all  the 
power  under  his  command  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  and 
that  hereafter,  no  considerations  such  as  are  here  allowed, 
will  influence  him  to  relieve  the  guilty  from  the  just  puuish- 
nieut  awarded  them. 

By  Order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 

(Signed)        R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  THIRD    MILITARY   DISTRICT, 

(Department  of  Georgia,  Floridft  &  Alabama,) 

Atlanta,  Geokgia,  May  22,  1868. 

GENEEAL   ORDERS 


No.  81. 

Application  having  been  made  to  the  Commanding  General  for  a 
change  in  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  Staie  of  Alabama,  approved 
February  10,  1866,  in  so  i'ar  as  the  benefits  of  said  act  are  contimd  to 
soldiers  disabled  and  wounded  in  the  so-called  confederate  service  ; 
and  believing  that  there  is  no  i^rood  reason  why  these  ben eilts  should  not 
be  extended"  to  all  persons  disabled  from  obtaining  a  livelihood  by 
manual  labor,  it  is  ordered. 

That  the  aforesaid  act  is  hereby  modified  so  as  to  substitute  for  the 
words  ''  any  disabled  and  wounded  soldier  in  the  late  confederate 
army,"  the  words  "  all  crippled  persons  disabled  from  obtaitnng  a  live- 
lihood by  manual  labor, "  and  in  lieu  of  the  words  "  soldi-rs"'  and 
"soldier,"^"  wherever  they  occur  in  said  act  or  the  preamble  thereto, 
to  substitute  the  words  ''  persons"  and  "  person." 

The  act  thus  amended  will  read  as  follows,  and  govern  in  all  courts 
granting  peddling  permits  or  license  : 

An  Act  authorizing  the  court  of  county  commissioners  of  this  State, 
(Alabama)  to  license  and  permit  all  crippled  persons  disabled  from 
obtaining  a  livelihood  by  manual  labor  to  peddle  free  of  tax  in  their 
respective  counties: 

SkctiuxNT  1.  Be  it  €71  acted,  <f-c.,  That  the  several  courts  of  county 
commissioners  of  this  State  have  power  to  grant  a  license  to  all  crip- 
pled persons  disabled  from  obtaining  a  livelihood  by  manual  labor, 
that  said  court  of  the  county  of  the  residence  of  said  person,  may  find 
worthy  to  peddle  with  the  limits  of  said  county,  which  said  license 
shall  exempt  said  person  from  all  tax,  both  state  and  county,  which 
maybe  imposed  by  law  upon  peddlers  in  this  state. 
By  order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 

(Signed)         R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TPIIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

{Department  of  Qeorgla  Florida  and  Alabama.) 
Ati.anta,  Georgia,  July  2,  1868. 


General  Order 


"\ 


No.  95. 

Whereas,  The  first  section  of  tlie  7th  Article  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Georgia,  provides  as  follows  : 

I.  Each  head  of  a  family,  or  guardian,  or  trustee  of  a  family 
of  minor  ciiildren,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  homestead  of  a  realty 
to  the  value  of  two  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  and  personal  pro- 
perty to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  both  to  be 
valued  at  the  time  they  are  set  ai)art.  And  no  Court,  or  min- 
isterial officer  in  this  State  shall  ever  have  jurisdiction  or 
authority,  to  enforce  any  judgment,  decree,  or  execution 
against  said  pro[)erty  so  set  aj^art  uncluding  such  improve- 
ment as  may  be  marie  thereon  from  time  to'time^  excei)t  for 
taxes,  money  borrowed  and  exi)ended  in  the  improvement  of 
the  homestead,  or  for  the  purcha.-^e  money  of  the  same,  and 
for  labor  done  thereon,  or  material  furnished  therefor,  or  re- 
moval of  encumbrances  thereon.  And  it  shall  be  the  »hity  of 
the  General  Assembly,  as  early  as  practicable,  to  provide  by 
law  for  the  setting  apart  and  valuation  of  said  property,  and 
to  enact  laws  for  the  full  and  complete  protection  and  security 
of  the  same  to  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  said  families  as  afore- 
said. 

And  whereas  the  Legislature  of  said  State  is  to  assemble  on 
the  4th  instant,  it  is  ordered  : 

\.  That  no  court  or  ministerial  officer  in  said  State  shall 
have  jurisdiction  or  authority  to  enforce  any  judgment,  de- 
cree or  execution  against  any  real  estate  in  said  State,  except 
for  taxes,  money  borrowed  and  expended  in  the  improvement 
of  the  homestead  or  for  the  i)urchase  money  of  the  same  and 
for  labor  done  thereon,  or  material  furnished  therefor,  or  re- 
moval of  incumbrance  thereon,  until  the  Legislature  of  said 
Slate  shall  have  had  time  to  provide  by  law  for  the  setting 
apart  and  valuation  of  such  property,  or  until  further  orders 
from  these  Headquarters. 

By  Onler  of  Major  General  Meade: 
(Signed)        R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

{Department  of  Georgia,  Floridu  and  Alabama.) 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  July  14,  1868. 


General  Order 


■"! 


No.   101. 

Whereas,  official  information' has  been  received  at  these 
Headquarters,  from  the   Governor-elect  of  the  Slate  of  Ala- 
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bama,  that  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  elected  under  the 
provisions  of  General  Order  No.  101,  series  of  1867,  from  these 
H  eadquarters,  has  assembled  and  complied  with  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  Act  of  Congress,  which  became  a  law  June  25, 
1868,  entitled  an  Act  to  admit  the  States  of  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida,  to 
representation  in  Congress;  and  whereas  said  act  states  that  on 
compliance  with  the  conditions  therein  set  forth  by  any  State, 
the  oificers  of  said  State,  duly  elected  and  qualified  under  the 
Constitution  thereof,  shall  be  inaugurated  without  delay ;  It 
is  therefore  ordered^ 

J.  That  all  civil  officers,  holding  office  in  the  State,  whether 
by  military  appointment  or  by  failure  to  have  successors  qua- 
lified, shall  promptly  yield  their  offices  and  turn  over  to  their 
properly  elected  and  qualified  successors,  all  public  property, 
archives,  books,  records,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  same. 

II.  Whenever  the  military  commander  of  the  sub-District 
of  Alabama,  is  officially  notified  of  the  inauguration  of  the 
State  Government  elect,  military  authority  under  the  Acts  of 
Congress,  known  as  the  Reconstruction  Laws,  will  be  at  an 
end  in  said  State;  and  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  sub- District 
commander  to  transfer  everything  appertaining  to  the  govern- 
ment of  said  State  to  the  i)roper  civil  officers,  and  to  abstain 
in  future,  upon  any  pretext  whatever,  from  any  interference 
with  or  control  over  the  civil  authorities  of  the  State,  or  the 
persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  thereof. 

III.  On  the  inauguration  of  the  civil  government, all  priso- 
ners held  in  custody  or  by  bonds  for  offences  against  the  civil 
law,  will  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  civil  authority.  In  the 
meantime  writs  oi  habeas  corpus  from  United  States  Courts 
will  be  respectfully  obeyed  and  the  decisions  conformed  to. 
Writs  from  State  (Jourts  will  have  respectful  returns  made, 
stating  prisoners  are  held  by  authority  of  the  United  States, 
and  can  only  be  released  by  writs  issued  by  United  States 
Courts. 

By  Order  of  Major  General  Meade  : 

(Signed)        R.  C.  DRUM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral, 
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